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DEEP SEA AND COAST FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND, 

FOR THE YEAR 1865. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY JOHN EABL OF KIMBERLEY, 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR 0? IRELAND. 



Mat it please your Excellency, 

We, the Commissioners for Administering the Laws relating to the Deep Sea and 
Coast Fisheries in Ireland, beg to submit this our Report for the year 1865. 

During the past year the condition and progress of these fisheries continue to exhibit, 
on the whole, a manifest and decided improvement as compared with their state a few 
years back. 

On the Eastern Coast the take of herrings has been satisfactory, although somewhat 
less than in the preceding year, owing apparently to the fish not having approached the 
shores until a somewhat later period ; and, encouraged by the success of the past, active 
steps are being taken by the previously established boat-owners and fishermen, and also 
in the formation of new companies, for the vigorous prosecution of this fishery. 

On the South Coast also the off-shore fishing has been encouraging. That of the 
mackerel, which has sprung up into vigour within the last few years, has been prosecuted 
with energy and success ; and a large fleet of fine and well-found vessels from various 
quarters now habitually come upon the coast — principally off the port of Kinsale, which 
is their market harbour — to share the rich harvest with the native fishermen, whose boats 
are in great progress of improvement, both in numbers and condition. 

On the Western and Northern Coast we regret to say that little, if any, improvement 
is apparent. The shoals of fish which have visited the other coasts either have not 
appeared in these more stormy seas, or, it maybe, have not been discovered, owing to the 
poor condition and equipment of the boats, and to their not being of a size to enable them 
to proceed far enough to sea. In a few localities the depressed and failing state of the 
fisheries may, to some extent, be attributed to want of perseverance and enterprise ; but 
where this exists, it may be traced to the loss by emigration of the more able men, the 
poverty and almost helplessness of those left behind, the ever-changeful weather, the wild 
and dangerous shores along which the fisherman’s occupation lies, and also, notwithstanding 
the extension of railways into the west, to the want of an immediate and remunerative 
market. 

We have the satisfaction of remarking that during the past year those much-esteemed 
fish, the haddock and whiting, which for a very long time had scarcely been seen on tbe 
coast, have re-appeared — the former in only comparatively smaU numbers as yet, but tbe 
latter in considerable quantities, though of inferior size. 

We regret to be unable to represent the oyster fisheries, at least so far as they are of 
common right to the public, as being in a prosperous or progressive condition. This does 
not arise from a decline consequent on natural causes, but from tbe fact that the greatly 
increased demand and enhanced price have stimulated dredging to a degree which the 
beds are unable to bear. The diminished take of oysters, even on the extensive beds off 
Arklow, as also on tbe Wexford coast, making due allowance for unfavourable weather 
is an exemplification of this ; and many of the smaller public beds elsewhere have been 
completely exhausted. To remedy this evil, in some measure, we have extended the close 
season on the south-east coast, with a fuH admission by the fishermen themselves of the 
necessity of the step ; and in order to create sources whence the public beds mio-ht be 
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re-stocked, we have encouraged the formation of private layings by granting licenrp 
individuals upon their application, and where the public rights were found on full inn’ 0 
to admit of such concessions. From these measures we hope to see the o-enprnl i ^ 
least not further diminished. ' S 

The same peaceable demeanour which has hitherto characterized the fishermen h 
continued to be maintained notwithstanding the many trials to which they are ex A 
and where the abundance of fish has attracted the fishermen from the Manx the Co^h 
and the Scottish ports, the native fishermen have competed with them in’ 
successful rivalry. " and 

In the Appendix will be found the Report of the Inspecting Commissioner- thr 
statements of the Coast Guard Officers relative to the general condition and prospects of 
the fisheries and the number and state of the boats, &c., within their respective districts • 
also returns of the weekly take of herrings at Howth, Ardglass, and Dunmore, and of the 
quantities of fish carried by the different railways during the past year, and for the 
purposes of comparison the quantity conveyed during the last six years. 

An abstract of the by-laws which have from time to time been made by us for the 
general regulation of the fisheries is added ; a list is given of the licences to plant oyster 
beds which have been granted up to the end of last year, with the extent of each bed • 
and copies are annexed of the statements which have been received from several of the 
parties to whom licences had previously been granted, of the results of their efforts at 
cultivation. We also add an abstract of the report of the officer (Mr. Brophy) whom we 
appointed to attend, on our behalf, the exhibition of objects connected with fisheries held 
at Bergen, in Norway, in August last, which we trust will be found to possess considerable 
interest. 

In our reports for 1863 and 1864 Ave adverted to the circumstance of our having 
thought it proper to hold over our decision on certain cases before us in reference to 
Trawling, pending the inquiry, in regard to the Sea Coast Fisheries of the United Kincr- 
dom, by the Royal Commissioners appointed in 1863. We have perused the report of 
that Commission lately published ; but Ave still feel it inexpedient to deal ivith the cases 
referred to, awaiting the decision of the Government and the Legislature, Avith respect to 
the recommendations made in that report. The views of these Commissioners, in regard 
to the propriety of the removal of all restrictions on TraAvling, however, we feel it our 
duty to take this opportunity of expressing our dissent from— so far, at least, as relates 
to Ireland. The reports of former Commissions of Inquiry — and Ave more especially 
allude to the A r ery full and comprehensive report of 1835 — and all our own experience 
and investigations have led us to the conclusion that, Avithin certain limits, Trawlinc is 
injurious to the interests of the fisheries at large ; and in this opinion we are supported 
by all persons in this country, scientific as well as practical men,Avho have disinterestedly 
directed their attention to the subject. Fish of all kinds, it is well known, approach the 
shores for the deposition of their spaAvn, each species at its appointed season ; and there 
can_ scarcely be a doubt, Ave think, as to the advisability of their being left undisturbed 
during that period, as well as of protecting the young and immature fish, which remain 
for a certain time on or near the spaAvning beds. The position of these beds, it is true, is 
not very clearly known. Some consider, and no doubt with reason, that they lie in the 
sheltered spaces between the ledges of rock, and on foul ground within the bays, where 
the trawl cannot be worked ; but it appears equally certain that they are found to be 
formed on the clear and open sand and gravel banks along the coast, within certain 
soundings. If it were practicable we would recommend that the fishing should be closed 
on these beds during the spawning season ; but as this is clearly impossible, owing to the 
fact of the seasons for depositing their spawn, by the different species, overlapping each 
other, we think that the most expedient course is, to prohibit, within the comparatively 
narrow limits to which the reasoning applies, and, at least, for such portion of the year as 
we are inclined to think would be sufficient, that inode of fishing — namely, traAvling — 
which, from its nature, is evidently the most calculated to injure the breeding and imma- 
ture fish. With regard to trawling in the deeper waters, we entirely concur in the views 
of the Commissioners as to the impolicy of interfering in any way with the operations of 
the fishermen. 

In reference to the total abolition of a close season for the Oyster Fisheries, we feel 
called upon to state that our views are also at variance with those of the Royal Commis- 
sioners. For the reasons hereinbefore given, and from the knowledge which our experience 
affords, we are of opinion that, to remoA-e all restrictions, and to leave the banks open to 
dredging all the year round, would be attended Avith very disastrous consequences ; and 
though it may be possible that the evil would, in process of time, remedy itself, by a total 
cessation from dredging Avhen exhaustion was produced, and by subsequent recovery, yet, 
during the period of exhaustion and recovery much deprivation and misery Avould be 
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inevitably entailed on the fishermen to whom these fisheries now afford a fair livelihood. 
But, while retaining the opinion that it is expedient, not only to preserve the close season 
for oysters as now established, but also the power to alter it by by-law, as occasion may 
require, we at the same time think it most desirable that the course recommended by 
the Royal Commissioners for the encouragement and protection of private beds, should 
receive the sanction of the Legislature. The steps suggested for that object as proper to 
be taken in each case are precisely those which we have hitherto followed — though not 
required to do so by the existing laws — the only thing supplemented to the course 
adopted by us, being the power of appeal to render valid and conclusive the licences 
granted. The necessity for such confirmation of title under the licences has been rendered 
apparent by the doubts which have been thrown on the validity of those hitherto granted, 
by the opinions expressed by two of the judges presiding at last Spring Assizes at Sligo 
and Castlebar — the facts connected with which will be found detailed in the Appendix — 
and which opinions have had the effect of begetting a feeling of insecurity, as to any 
private property in licensed oyster beds, in those who, on the faith and believed sufficiency 
of the licences, have expended or proposed to expend money in the cultivation of the 
ground. This is being attended with very injurious consequences; and we therefore 
deem it our duty to urge that amended legislation in the direction indicated should take 
place. 

In concluding, we think it right to express our opinions as to the insufficiency of the 
data now available on which to base any marked alteration in the fishery laws as regards 
Ireland. Hitherto we have laboured under the disadvantage of having no recognised or 
duly appointed source from which to obtain reliable information and returns of the 
quantities of fish taken at the different stations, or means for observing and recording 
the various important facts connected with the fisheries — such as the periods of appear- 
ance, spawning, and retiring of the different kinds of fish — the grounds they frequent, 
&c., &c. ; nor have we, as a rule, been able to place any reliance on the statements made 
as to the results and effects of different modes of fishing by the persons engaged in them ; 
their opinion being almost invariably biased by prejudice, ignorance, or self interest. 
To supply this want, and afford the means of dealing satisfactorily with the questions 
connected with the fisheries which from time to time arise, and to secure sound data on 
which to consider amendments in the laws and the regulations made under them, we are 
of opinion that it is desirable that the additional assistance of an Inspector should be 
afforded, whose duty it would be to continually traverse the coast, inquiring into the 
state, of the fisheries and the causes of their progress or decline, and to aid the fishermen 
by his advice and counsel ; and also that at the principal fishing stations a daily record 
should be kept by the Coast Guard Officers — with the sanction of the Admiralty, who, it 
is hoped, would not object to their undertaking this duty for due remuneration — of all 
circumstances connected with the fisheries ; and that this record be forwarded periodically, 
with a statement of the leading facts and deductions. 



W e have the -honour to be, 

Your Excellency’s obedient servants, 

J. G. M'KERLIE, \ n . . 

W R LE FANU j Commissioners of fisheries. 

J. REDMOND BARRY, / ^pectingi Commissioner of 
l fisheries. 



Office of Public Works , Dublin , 
9 th June, 1866, 
Department of Fisheries. 



Edwabd Hoknsby, Secretary. 
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Appendix. 



APPENDIX. 



REPORT OF INSPECTING COMMISSIONER FOR 1865. 



Report of in- The very copious Appendix which I am enabled 
spectingCom- to submit through the efficient aid of Mr. Brophy, 
Ksheries for ren ders it only necessary for me to call the Board’s 
1865 . ° attention to a few prominent points which will 

probably be considered deserving of their serious 
consideration as objects claiming the intervention 
of the Government with a view to altered legis- 
lation. 

On no former occasion have I ever approached 
this important subject with more reluctance or 
diffidence since my first connexion with the 
Coast Fisheries of Ireland, in 1818. I have wit- 
nessed many and serious revolutions, commencing 
in the following year with the truly liberal 
determination of an enlightened statesman* to 
make the first act of his government of this 
island a record of his generous principles of justice 
by extending to her coasts a full participation in 
those liberal sources of encouragement which had 
raised the fisheries of his own Scotland even then 
to a very high point of prosperity. This import- 
ant branch of our national resources, which had 
for a long time been wholly disregarded, continued 
for the ten years following 1819, to enjoy in 
common with Scotland a course of nurture which 
produced upon our shores during that short time 
an unexampled state of prosperity, stimulated the 
industiy of our maritime population, and laid a 
foundation upon which an invaluable superstruc- 
ture might have beenraised. Iam fully prepared for 
the dissent with which I shall be met, by those 
who, not without some reason, disapproved what 
they call “the -vicious system of Government 
bounties;” but I quite admit that they were only 
justifiable as stimulants to a sinking trade, to 
rouse the energies of a neglected and greatly dis- 
tressed population. During those eventful ten 
years, I have upon many occasions recorded my 
full conviction of the objections to bounties, 
while I was not insensible to the benefits which 
they produced at starting, and to the effects result- 
ing from the active superintendence of a respect- 
able and well disciplined staff of trained officers; 
and I never omitted to suggest the substitution 
of less objectionable and more efficient means of 
producing improvement than the. bounty systemf 
But this prosperity was short-lived ; and in the 
close of 1835, the complaints from Ireland, aris- 
ing from the very depressed state of the coast 
fisheries, were met by the appointment of a Com- 
mission, whose inquiries and labours extended to 
the Isle of Man and the east coast of England, 
and within less than a year a report was pro- 
duced, which is properly recognised as one of the 
most important text-books on the subject of the 
Irish fisheries. 

In the following year a Bill, prepared under the 
direction of the Board of Works conformably with 
the recommendation in the Report of the Com- 



missioners of Inquiry, was brought in toParfiament 
by Lord Morpeth, and the late Chief Baron Wolfe 
then Attorney-General It was acopious and faith- 
ful adoption of the views of the Commissioners 
embodied in forty-eight sections. ' It was read 
a second time on the 8th May, and committed 
for Tuesday, the 1 5th May ; but numerous peti- 
tions poured in against it, and it was finally de- 
ferred for six months on the 23rd July, 1838, 
without any cause being assigned. Four years 
more passed away; and in 1842 the much praised 
and lately much abused 5th statute of Victoria, 
was passed, which was no more than a Salmon 
Fishery Bill with a few sections of regulation 
referring to the sea fisheries, and two officers were 
appointed for its management under the Board of 
Works. Under that Act the arrangement, with 
the aid of the Coast-Guards, for the preservation 
of order, and the growing facilities for the transit 
of fish produced considerable effect between 1842 
and 1846, when the potato blight, bringing in its 
train all the horrors of famine and death, produced 
a paralysis from which we have never recovered. 

Coming to the present from this short reference 
to the past — our numbers progressively decrease : 
according to the Coast-Guard returns we have lost 
since last year 311 vessels, 2,232 men, and 794 
boys, the numbers being now — 8,989 vessels, 
35,184 men, and 2,730 boys. Still the aspect of 
things is generally more cheering. The return of 
the herrings to our east coast, the success of that 
fishing at Howth, at Ardglass, and at Dunmore ; 
the proofs established at Kinsale and elsewhere 
by the success of the mackerel fishing in the deep 
sea, have wonderfully restored confidence to the 
diminished numbers that remain. But the spirit 
of emigration prevails, and I learn with deep 
regret from the last report of the Rev. Mr. Alcoek, 
of Helvick, on Dungarvan Bay, that even in that 
spot, of all the south of Ireland where the fishery 
commonly seemed to be the most -prosperous, 
because of the industry of the people, a spirit of 
emigration was springing up among them. See 
Ring and Dungarvan fisheries, page 41. 

We have great notes of preparation from 
sundry Joint Stock Companies. The prospectuses 
of not less than six of them, with capitals varying 
from .£1 0,000 to ,£200,000, have been shown to 
me, and some of them have honoured me by 
asking advice and information which I have freely 
given — for those with whom I have corresponded 
I have had one stereotyped code of suggestions 
embodied in a very few words, • great caution — 
great economy. “ Commence on a small scale; in- 
crease as you succeed; give to all whom you 
employ an interest in the success of the under- 
taking — the seas are wide — the demand increas- 
ing, almost unlimited.” 

Never was there a period more favourable to 



* The late Lord Glenelg, then Charles Grant. 

tl’be Eleventh and lastlleport of the Old Commissioners of Fisheries to the 5th April, 1830, shows in its Appendix, No. 1, 
an employed fishery population of 75,366. The last words of the report framed by twenty unpaid noblemen and gentlemen of the 
highest rank “ Beg to express their earnest hope that the Irish fisheries may still continue to receive that just and reasonable 
share of legislative encouragement which had 'already established the character and prosperity of the British fisheries long before 
a corresponding encouragement was introduced into Ireland." 
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Enterprise in fisheries than the present. The high 
price of fleshmeat even here, where we are yet 
spared by Providence -from .the sad afflictions of 
the Cattle Disease, the growing sources of faci- 
lity of transit by rail and steamer, the experience 
which seems to have produced a more liberal 
policy in several Boards of Railway Directors 
as to charges for conveyance, all combine to 
encourage a hope that well-conceived and cau- 
tiously-organized projects must have a fair chance 
of success. That degree of individual exeition, 
which is quite indispensable, must be stimulated, 
by making a fair and reasonable participation in 
profits mainly the mode of remunerating all who 
may be employed. There is no pursuit of industry 
more precarious, andthougli our supplies lately have 
not been adequate to meet the demand, the trade 
is what is commonly called a very dose one. In 
Ireland it has been peculiarly so, because generally 
our demand has been for the fresh market. Up 
to a very recent period we have had scarcely any 
curing, which is a branch much more certain in 
yielding a fair and steady return than the fresh 
market; and if I could only indulge in the hope that 
our East Coast Herring Fishery would continue 
to progress as it has done for the Inst three year’s, 
I should be strongly disposed to entertain more 
favourable opinions on the recent cry for a Brand- 
ing Establishment. I find, however, that many 
of those who were, in this country, loudest in their 
complaints on this score, seem willing to compro- 
mise for the extinction of that system in Scotland, 
as an equivalent for its absence here. In that policy 
I never can concur. If it be good for Scotland, 
ami that we have fair prospects of fish here, why 
not have it; and on the occasion of my last visit 
to Scotland, I was fully convinced that branding 
should- not be given up, and that the cry against 
it was founded on a spirit of monopoly and op- 
position to the small curers, who would be driven 
to the necessity of selling their well-cured fish 
to the great houses whose private brand might 
be equivalent in the foreign markets to the 
Crown or official brand. I am quite ready to 
admit that our Irish aspirants to a portion of the 
foreign trade are precisely in the same, if not in 
a worse, condition than the small curers of Scot- 
land; and upon the whole, I am strongly dis- 
posed to think that the branding system should 
not only be continued in Scotland, but extended 
on equal terms to Ireland. Since the question 
has been made the subject of a grievance in this 
country, and most especially since my examina- 
tion before the Select Committee on the Taxation 
of Ireland, in June last, I have sought for informa- 
tion on this subject from all possible sources. From 
’ the admirable Reports of our Scotch neighbours, I 
have in this instance, as on all occasions, derived 
information and instruction. I can scarcely 
imagine the possibility of entertaining any 
opinion opposed to the system of branding in 
Scotland under present circumstances; and surely 
there can be no doubt of its utility, when the 
parties most interested are w ill ing to bear all the 
expense. 

In 1855, the Lords Commissioners of the 
Treasury had before them a Report made to 
their lordships in 1849, by Mr. J. G. Shaw 
Lefevre, on the subject of the expenditure, under 
the superintendence of the Scotch Fishing Board, 
recommending several modifications, but declaring 
that he was not prepared to recommend the 
abolition of the branding of herrings, for which 
he assigned substantial reasons; notwithstanding 
which, their lordship's determined that the time 



had arrived when the fishery trade might be en- Appindh. 
tirely thrown open, and the. artificial system Report of 
created by the brand of the Fishery Board abo- spectingCom- 
lished, substituting for it the sounder system 
already adopted with regard to all other articles 186Si 
of trade, including the fisheries of Ireland. In 
short, it was signified to the Board that it was 
intended to terminate their existence. 

To this communication an immediate answer 
was given, furnishing in terms the most lucid and 
satisfactory to any unprejudiced mind, the most 
convincing arguments to prove the inexpediency 
of the course proposed; arguments sustained by 
facts, and by a most elaborate production or 
statistics. I am indebted to the kindness of a 
friend for the perusal of this invaluable document, 
and while I regret that I am not at liberty to 
give every page of it in this Report, I must take 
permission to make at least one extract, page 7 : — 



“ The Board observe that their lordships in their minute 
point at assimilating the fisheries of Scotland to the fisheries 
of Ireland. The Board have never heard of any remarkable 
prosperity attending the Irish fisheries, or of their having any 
Continental export whatsoever. 

“They have no access to the returns of the Irish fisheries, 
which, however, must he easily accessible to their lordships, 
but they respectfully submit that their lordships appear to 
have overlooked the important fact that Scotland exports 
fish from its fisheries to Ireland, and that in 1854 there 
were exported there upwards of 121,000 barrels of cured 
herrings, in spite of the known falling off in the number of 
its population, especially among the poorer classes, who 
are the great consumers of cured herrings." 



It appears that the question remained in abey- 
ance for some years, till 1859, when under the 
authority of Parliament it was determined to 
continue the branding system, on the condition 
of parties requiring the brand paying at the rate 
of -hi, per barrel. Between 1859 and 1803, both 
years inclusive, the gross produce of this charge 
amounted to £21,349, or in 



1859, 

1860, 
1861, 
1862, 
1863, 



£ s. d. 
2,644 12 0 
3,865 4 6 
4,422 9 0 
5,801 12 4 
4,618 16 0 



£21,352 13 10 



Our Scotch friends, officials and curers, have 
been unceasing in their complaints of the pro- 
hibitory duties, which shut out their herrings 
from some of the most important markets of the 
Continent. This was at one time an object of 
great importance to Ireland, before the establish- 
ment of railways from our shores into the interior 
furnished us with a more than sufficient demand ; 
but if our East Coast Herring Fishery continues 
to increase, it may be hoped that we also may 
aspire to seeking for a Continental demand. It 
appears that Lhe duty in Prussia on import is 3s., 
while in Austria it is 15s., including transit. In 
France, though reduced, it is still prohibitory. 

I have in several former Reports referred to 
this subject, which I hope will now attract the 
attention of the Government. 



Coast-Guard, Returns. 

The only official source of information we have 
is from the Coast-Guard Department. 

The returns from thirty-nine divisions, into 
which the coast has been divided, will be found 
in the Appendix, from page 10 to 27. We have 
used all possible exertions to render the statistics 
as correct as possible, and have reason to believe 
that they are so to a more than ordinary degree. 
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Afpkndix. With each return will be found a general summary 
Koport of In- circumstances of the division, varying con- 

spec ting Cora- siderably in several instances, 
missioner of jt wiil be seen that the whole East and North 
lew.™* ° r Coast, from Malm Head down to Waterford, is 
generally in a more steady and prosperous state 
than the South and West, where the spirit of emi- 
gration chiefly prevails ; but in most cases, the 
officer adds, that full employment at home would 
soon stop it. 

There are but few remarkable exceptions to 
this observation — at Dingle, — where the officer 
states some slight improvement; he adds that 
there is no emigration, and he seems to attribute 
the increase of prosperity to trawling, while in 
other places trawling is objected to. 

The same indomitable spirit of hostility to 
trawling still prevails at Galway ; and notwith- 
standing that it has been little, if at all, practised 
in that Bay for nearly three years, the report con- 
tinues to be “ extreme poverty, tendency to emi- 
grate, and decrease of fish.” 

Since the commencement of this year some 
preparations have been made for resuming trawl- 
ing in Galway Bay, but they have been met by 
some very improper demonstrations from the 
Claddagh, which have required the interference 
of the authorities. In that instance, and at 
Sligo, only has there been any deviation from 
the genera! habits of good order on the part of the 
fishermen. 

Railway Returns. 

Appendix No. 3, pages 26, 27, and 28, shows 
the following : — In the Southern and Western an 
increased ti-affic in all descriptions of fish, amount- 
ing in the aggregate to 256 tons, or nearly one- 
sixth. 

In the Dublin and Drogheda a decrease of 750 
tons. This falling-off is attributable to a less 
abundant take of herrings at Howth than in 
1864; and a larger portion of the fish having 
been sent seaward by steamers and other vessels. 

The Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexfox-d traffic 
has nearly doubled this year. Increase, 1,058 
tons. 

The Waterford and Limerick has decreased by 
about one-tenth — 13 tons decrease. 

The Midland Great Western traffic appears 
somewhat dimhxished, because winkles were in- 
cluded in the traffic of 1864, and not included in 
that of 1865. 

Bandon and Kinsale to Cork and Dublin: — 

In 1864 836 tons. 

In 1865 7i4 „ 

Decrease 122 tons. 

This deex-ease iix the railway traffic from Kinsale 
maybe more than fully accounted for by the direct 
shipment last year of a lax-ge quantity of the take 
of mackerel by steamex-s direct to England. The 
prospects this year at Kinsale are even better, and 
the results which are likely to be detailed in the 
next Report will be most satisfactoxy. The South 
of Ix’eland Fishery Company are at full woik, aud 
with a large fleet of Manx, Scotch, and English 
boats have been most successful. 



East and South Coast Herring Fishery. 
Howth has not had the whole of the herring 
fishery this last season. It has extended, as may 
be seen by the Appendix, No. 5, to Ax-dglass, to 
Arklow, and to Duixmore, East. From all those 



places we have endeavoured to procure accural* 
returns. urate 

quantities may be taken in tbe aggregate 



Howth, see details, page 32, 
Ardglass, „ page 33, 
Arklow, see Mr. Maher’s letter 
underneath, 

Dunmore, East, 



72,913 mease. 
23,050 do. 

30,000 do. 
9,000 do. 



134,963 

“ Arklow, 8th January, jggg. 

“ Sib, 

“ The opinion I mentioned in my communication of the 
28th of last November has turned out correct, namely that 
no more oysters would be dredged from that date to the 
close of the year 1865. 

“ And I am now glad, sir, to inform you that we have had 
a very successful winter herring fishing this winter. There 
was nothing like it here during the last sixteen winters, and 
it is considered that double the quantity of herrings would 
have been caught but for the, very unfavourable state of 
the weather nearly all through. 

“From all the inquiries I have made, as well as from 
my own observations, I would say the total catch amounted 
fully to 30,000 mease. Some small quantity sold in the 
commencement at 20s. per mease, but the average price for 
the whole may be stated at 14s., realizing the sum total of 
£21,000. 

“ It was rumoured here, near the close of the fishing, that 
some of the herrings were spent and bad, but on inquiry I 
found this rumour had no foundation in truth beyond a 
very few herrings, and the best proof of this is to be found 
in the fact that many Arklow men have bought largely this 
winter. 

“ The fleet is now preparing to commence oyster-dredging 
as soon as the weather moderates, and I shall inform you, 
sir, from time to time on all matters connected with this 
fishery. 

“ I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

“P. Maheb. 

“James Redmond Barry, Esq.’’ 



Oyster Fisheries. 

Although the Coast-Guard returns do not ge- 
nerally report any considerable decline in the 
supplies of oysters in most places on the Coast, a 
scarcity is being felt in those quai-ters where they 
most abounded formerly. 

Arklow may be considered one of the most 
important points where the oyster fishery con- 
stituted the chief employment of the people, 
after their return from the herring fishery. 

The Board have much reason to feel pleased at 
having by tlieir order of the 11th of April, 1865, 
considerably curtailed the open season on the 
whole Wexford Coast. 

The letter of Mr. P. Maher, Harbour Master of 
Arklow, which will be found at page 40, contains 
a faithful and reliable statement of tbe results of 
tbe last season’s fishing, contrasted with the two 
preceding years, and will exhibit a very serious 
decline in the quantity, though the value has 
been materially increased. Tbe weather this 
year has been very wild, and has no doubt 
operated very unfavourably against the dx-edgers, 
and tbe closure of last May should also be allowed 
for, but being anxious for an accurate return np 
to a late day, I visited Arklow, and find that 
between 1st January and 19tlx March, 1864, tbe 
quantity dredged was 13,325 barrels; between 
1st January and 1.9th March, 1865, the quantity 
dredged was 9,612 barrels ; between 1st January 
and 19th March, 1866, the quantity dredged was 
4,250 ban-els. It may be seen that this includes 
no month of May in either yeax-. 

I further find that in those several intervals of 
the three years, the dredgers were prevented by 
the weather and other causes, which unfortunately 
sometimes operate on that sand-bound coast, from 
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working in 1864, for a longer period than 14 
days; in 1865, 14 days; and in 1866, 5 days, 
nearly the whole fleet having been impounded 
within the harbour by one of those periodical 
accumulations of sand upon the bar, for nearly a 
month in that year. In one of Mr. Maher’s inte- 
resting communications, dated the 6th February, 
1866, he states: — 

« Owing to the very rough state of the weather this time 
back, the oyster fishing boats of Arklow only dredged one 
dav as yet in the present year, namely, on the 29th ultimo, 
on’ which occasion the total catch was only 200 barrels, and 
they were bought tor London at 10s. per barrel. The 
fishermen report to me that they found the ground very 
hard, and the oysters scarce, and I regret the latter, at least, 
is too true. The fishermen, think, however, that after the 
ground is worked on for some time, they will get more 
oysters. On the same day of the same month in 1864, the 
take was 476 barrels, having in six previous days of the 
same month taken 3,160 barrels; and as to the hardness of 
the ground, the first day’s catch, on the 14th January, 1864, 
was 532 barrels, or 56 barrels more than the catch of the 
29th, 476." 

The barrel used at Arklow is about the size of 
an ordinary herring barrel. It contains about 
28 imperial gallons, about 700 oysters of six 
score of average size will fill it, but of small ones 
about 1,000. 

I must not omit to state that there probably is 
not in this country a spot, where industry and 
perseverance have been more exercised in over- 
coming great difficulties than in this harbour. I 
have more than once witnessed those sad scenes 
of complete paralysis, produced by the complete 
closure of the entrance to their harbour. 

I can well remember Arklow thirty years ago. 
The whole of its trading fleet in 1S36 consisted 
of 4 small schooners, and 10 small smacks. There 
are now 63 schooners, and 11 smacks, of which 
the register tonnage is 4,355, and their burthen, 
7,336. An equally satisfactory increase in the 
number and size of fishing vessels has taken place 
within that period, most particularly in size, — the 
number may be fairly stated at 148. The larger 
boats, as a general rule, are not suited for the winter 
herring fishery, on account of their frequently 
inaccessible bar, which is more easily approached 
by the smaller boats; but for the summer fishery, 
and oyster dredging, the larger boats are preferred. 
There are new boats now being built, and in a 
forward state, and preparations are in progress 
for building moi-e. 

Our order of the 11th of April, 1865, curtailing 
the open time l'or dredging on the Wexford Coast, 
produced at first some degree of dissatisfaction, 
especially at Courtown and Cahore, where the 
owners of small-sized dredge boats, complained 
greatly of the closure of September; hut I visited 
the place, and found the people quite accessible 
to reason, and having been aided by the influence 
and kind assistance of the proprietor of Cahore, 
one of the members for Wexford County, I 
found little difficulty in convincing the people 
that the change was not without reason. The 
growing demand for oysters, and their increased 
value, have produced what our frequent appeals 
for several years to the coast proprietary have 
felled to do. Since our last Report, we have in 
several places inquired into cases of applica- 
tions for licences in the counties of Mayo, Sligo, 
Galway, Kerry, Cork, and Louth. In fourteen of 
those cases we have granted licences for an aggre- 
gate area of 1,244 — the licences having varied in 
extent from 18 acres to 190, — the average being 
about 89 acres. In each of those cases a public 
meeting was held, notice haring been given 
* In the year I860, one grant was 1,676 acres. 



the General Advertiser, in the local papers, and Appendix. 
by hand-hills circulated through the Coast-Guard Report 0 f j n . 
and Constabulary departments. In every case of specting Corn- 
opposition, all parties who tendered themselves “ ° 0 f r 
were examined on oath, their evidence recorded ig 6S- 
by a short-hand writer, and afterwards submitted 
for the decision of the Board. One case has been 
rejected, two cases considerably modified, and 
five are held over in abeyance for further consi- 
deration and explanation. 

Five additional cases have been granted, but 
the licences not having been yet issued, are not 
brought into the list for 1865. See Appendix, 
pages 33 and 34. 

The average extent of the grants for the last 
year will he seen to be much under those of 
former years. In 1858, two licences averaged 195 
acres each ; in I860,* 8 cases averaged 323 acres; 
in 1861, 1 case amounted to 225 acres; in 1862, 

3 cases averaged 173 acres; in 1863, 1 case 
amounted to 489 acres ; in 1864, 16 cases averaged 
238 acres.f 

In 1864 the Board became fully convinced of 
the inexpediency of making large concessions of 
ground, seeing that very little had been done 
where such concessions had been made, and deter- 
mined to add a condition to the licence in every 
future case — that unless the bed shall he properly 
stocked within a specified time proportioned to 
its extent, and vaiying from two to seven years, 
and to the satisfaction of the Commissioners, the 
licence shall be null and void. Great caution has 
been further exercised as to the extent of each 
grant, taking sis much care as was practicable to 
avoid encroaching on ground already productive 
and resorted to by the public. Exhausted ground 
favourably circumstanced for replenishment has 
been freely granted, generally leaving outside it 
a considerable space of public ground which, in 
process of time, will become stocked by the over- 
flow of spat from the licensed grounds, seeming 
thereby a prospective equivalent for what might 
be otherwise thought an unreasonable abstraction 
from the public rights. 

In one of those cases where the grant was to an 
extent of only 25 acres to the Marquis of Sligo, 
in Clew Bay (marked 52 in Schedule), and granted 
on the 2nd of November, his lordship having 
afterwards transferred his licence to a respectable 
and experienced English house, we were called 
upon to receive evidence that the terms of the 
licence had been fulfilled; and it was clearly 
proved by the production of books, vouchers, and 
by sworn testimony, that the bed had been fully 
worked at a cost of J?2,286 5s. (See minutes of 
evidence, Report, and Certificate, page 39). 

Circulars have been annually addressed to the 
several recipients of licences, seeking for informa- 
tion as to the progress in each locality, and we 
beg to refer to Appendix No. 7, pages 34 to 39, 
where may be seen the answers from thirty of 
those parties — some very satisfactory, indeed, and 
others not very encouraging. However, as the 
system of culture becomes understood and the 
advantages become developed, we may hope for 
more active exertions. The object is one of great 
importance as a source of employment in favour- 
able situations, and it is to he hoped that all 
obstacles which can he removed by legislation will 
have the early attention of the Government. 

Here I beg to refer to Appendix No. 8, pages 44 
to 49, in which will he found the details of a cor- 
respondence on the present state of the laws as 
they affect the oyster fisheries of Ireland. 

This high average was caused by one grant of 1,770 acres 

B 
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Appendix. Fisheries of Norway. 

Report of in- Communications having been received by our 
spectingCom- g oari ] i as t summer from the Norwegian authori- 
Eisheries for ties requesting co-operation on the occasion of a 
1865 . projected exhibition of fishery objects at Bergen, 

Mr. J. P. Bropliy was selected for the mission, and 
had charge of such models from our department 
as were considered deserving of transmission. 

In the close of July Mr. Bropliy proceeded to 
Bergen, and as it may be desirable to show that 
the "object of his mission was not unimportant, 
and that some useful knowledge was expected and 
received, I beg to append the following letter of 
instructions forwarded to him, and to refer to his 
very interesting report (Appendix No. 11, page 
54). 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

8tli August, 1865. 

It appearing desirable that advantageyliould be taken 
of the opportunity of your official visit to Norway, to make 
inquiries in regard to tlie fisheries of that country and the 
mode of conducting them, the Board request you will do so 
under the following general heads, viz. : — 

1. Nature of fisheries and the localities in which they 

are cai-ried on. 

2. The regulations under which they are conducted, 

with copies of same, or public enactments. 

3. The manner or channel through which the laws are 

administered ; whether by local officers or central 

Commissioners, or other means. 

4. The state of prosperity of the fisheries ; whether 

improving or becoming more developed under the 

regulations, if any, or falling oft'. 

5. The means employed in taking fish in general, in- 

cluding shallow water or coast and deep sea. 

6. Whether any dissensions arise amongst fishermen in 

respect of different modes of capture, as interfering 

with each other. 

I am, &c., 

E. Hoessbt, Secretary . ' 

J. P. Bropliy, Esq., Bergen. 



Report of the Royal Commissioners. 

Since our last report this most important 
production has appeared and lias attracted all 
the attention and interest to which the work of 
three such distinguished individuals is entitled ; 
although it is voluminous, there is scarcely a page 
in it which does not furnish a subject of the 
deepest interest to all parties who from the 
peculiar nature of their- tastes, their duties, or 
their pursuits, desire for information on a subject 
upon which much is yet to he learned. 

The first volume submitted to the public con- 
tains the Royal Commissioners’ Report and the 
Appendix, the first occupying 107 pages, and the 
second 72 pages ; this volume I have read most 
attentively. The report contains all the views 
and suggestions of its distinguished authors. 
To men less enlightened and of smaller minds 
accustomed to ’ take possibly less enlarged 
views of the several perplexing questions which 
arise in the consideration of the subject, some 
of the propositions may perhaps seem a little 
astounding, and the predominating feeling with 
all who seek only for the truth, and who being 
divested of prejudices and desirous only to learn, 
is to seek in the ponderous second volume for 
reasons to justify the serious changes proposed in 
the management of our fisheries. 

With those sentiments and with feelings of the 
highest respect for the Commissioners, I flew with 
great avidity to the second volume of evidence 
nothing daunted by itBf huge dimensions, its 
1,409 pages, ita. 61,820- questions and answers. 



It was only natural that I should have first 
turned to the Irish inquiry, commenced at Dub- 
lin on the 17th of August, 1864, page 784., and 
terminated at Balbriggan, on the 17th September 
page 1,103, and. including 14,623 questions and 
ansAvers. Meetings were held diming that period 
at twenty-one places, Avklow, Balbriygan, Bantrv 
Carlingford, Carrickfergus, Dingle, Bubl’in, Dun- 
dalk, Dungarvau, Dumuoru East, Galway, Ilowth 
Inver, Kenmare, Kingstown, Kinsale, Moville.’ 
Ringsend, Skerries, Westport, and Wexford. 

At six of those meetings I had the honour of 
being present, and it is only truth to say that they 
were conducted with all the intelligence arid 
urbanity which might have been expected on the 
part of the Commissioners Avell calculated to elicit 
truth from witnesses, and, if I can judge from my 
own evidence, scarcely a word of which had I to 
alter, with most unerring fidelity on the part of 
their admirable reporter. 

It is believed by some persons that such in- 
quiries, Avitliout the restraint produced by the 
obligation of an oath, are as likely to he reliable 
as if they were the result of sworn testimony. 
In this opinion I do not generally concur, and 
although I am sorry to say that a reckless dis- 
regard for truth is, even under that solemn obli- 
gation, sometimes observable, I still believe that 
the restraint is, in most cases, useful, and cal- 
culated to prevent the suppression of truth or 
great exaggeration. 

I did not altogether confine my inquiries to the 
Irish eAridenee, hut so far as time permitted I have, 
upon especial subjects, referred to the testimony 
given in England and Scotland, and as our atten- 
tion was particularly directed in Captain Austin’s 
report, in our Appendix, page 35, to the evidence 
given by D. Russell, before the Royal Commis- 
sioners, at London, on the ,16th of March, 1865. 
(Page 1,329, vol. 2 of evidence). 

I find this witness, — after attributing the de- 
struction of the oyster fisheries of the Channel 
Islands and of the South Coast of England 
entirely to the protection which hus been given 
to them by the French and English Governments, 
Qwestwra 60,380 — having been asked what remedy 
he Avould suggest for the evil of which he com- 
plained, gives this ready answer — “ I would clear 
away the law and burn all the Acts of Parliament. 
We should be right enough then. — 60,391.” 

“ Would you have the fishing entirely free? 
Yes, and I am satisfied that in that ease there 
would he plenty of oysters again. 

“ Are you in favour of having any close time at 
all ? — I should not be in favour of a close time 
if I had my own Avill ; I think we should be 
better without any, hut if there was any at ail, 
certainly the month of August ought to he free. 
—60,398.’’ , .... 

“ And you think the month of May should be 
free ? — Yes ; May also.” 

This witness’s evidence, so thoroughly novel to 
all those who believe that some time for repro- 
duction is indispensable, is, in the subsequent 
part, in some degree neutralized by his admission 
that his opinions were chiefly founded on the tact 
that he and his family had six smacks, frit, that 
being restrained by the Convention Act' in 1843, 
from fishing during the summer months, and 
having during those months no. occupation tor 
their boats they were obliged to give up the oyster 
fishing, while the people about Essex V " TT “ pr 
chances of earning a livelihood. Whe 
not engaged in . oyster fishing they 
catching in the winter, and they can go 



in they are 
go sprat- 
to different 
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kinds of -work so that they can employ then- time 
and manage to get on, but on the South Coast 
the fishermen have nothing but the oyster fishery 
to depend on. — 60,508. And I presume, for these 
reasons, there should be no close time. 

Although I have waded through many pages 
of this evidence, and acknowledge that I have 
derived much instruction from portions of what 
I have read, I feel myself so bewildered by the 
great variety of evidence so often conflicting, that 
I can hardly divest myself of what may be called 
old prejudices. I am quite incapable of drawing 
.conclusions from this evidence, but I am so very 
strongly impressed with the merits of those gen- 
tlemen whose laborious and indefatigable inquiries 
have produced such a mass of the information 
that I am unwilling to attempt to offer any definite 
opinions on their propositions ; and if it should 
be deemed expedient that we should do so, I 
should prefer leaving the question for open dis- 
cussion by the aggregate Board, and bringing my 
humble judgment in aid of these deliberations. 
In conclusion, I earnestly hope that the important 
questions brought under consideration may soon 
be definitely and wisely settled, and that the s tate 
of uncertainty which at present prevails may 
terminate in arrangements calculated to promote 
general improvement. 

J. Redmond Barry. 

Office of Public Works, 

Department of Fisheries, 

May 4, 1866. 

Since writing the above, I received the follow- 
ing report from Mr. Maher, which brings the state 
of the Arklow oyster fishery up to the eml of 
April, 1866 : — 

“Arklow, 7th May, 1866. 

“Snt,— I feel great pleasure in sending you this, my 
seventh half-yearly report on the oyster fishery of this town. 

“ Oyster dredging commenced this year on the 29th of 
. January, aud was brought to a close on the 30th of April, 



during which period the total catch was only 9,820 barrels, 
and they were disposed of as follows, viz. : — 

London and Kent, . • • 5,500 barrels. 

France 2,600 ,, 

Dublin, 1,720 „ 



Appendix. 

Report of In- 
spectingCoin- 
missioner of • 
Fisheries for 



“The total sum realized by the fishermen for these oysters 1865 - 
was £6,305, showing the average price to have been a small 
fraction ova- 12s. lOrf. per barret which is a falling off of 
nearly Is. 5tl. per barrel, as compared with the price during 
the corresponding period of last year ; but the falling off which 
is most to be regretted is that of the total catch. It is, how- 
ever satisfactory to note that this falling .off cannot altoge- 
ther be attributed to the scarcity of oysters, as the weather 
was most unfavourable for dredging, particularly so in the 
early part of the season. 

“ That the oysters on these beds have become scarce, I am 
sorry to say my returns but too clearly prove ; and although, 
sir, you have these returns, I believe it will be more for your 
convenience to have the figures re-inserted here 



Barrels. Ecalizcd. ^2° 

£ 8. 8. d. 

1808, between 1st Jan. and end of May, 44,000 9,095 0 4 4 

1804, „ „ „ „ 34,038 10,829 10 6 4 

1805, „ „ „ April, 15,851 11,319 0 14 3 

1S00, „ „ „ „ 9,820 6,805 0 12 10 



“ From these figures, sir, and talcing into account the in- 
crease in the number and size of fishing boats that has lately 
taken place, and the consequent increase of bands to man 
them you will at once see the prospects of the people de- 
pending for their support on the fishery are just now very 
gloomy. I trust they will be blessed with an early summer 
herring fishing. In the meantime I am employing all the 
large fishing boats in my power to carry sulphur ore to 
Dublin, and a few of the smaller ones are fitting out for 
trawling ; but both will only employ a small fraction of the 
whole fleet., and the rest must remain idle until the summer 
fishing commences. I would rather report a more satisfac- 
tory state of things now here ; but I must again repeat, the 
fishermen's idleness from dredging this month is enforced 
for their own ultimate good, although it may entail a slight 
present loss to them. s 

“ The falling off shown in my Returns clearly prove, sir, the 
wisdom of the steps you have taken in extending the close 
time, whereby these oyster beds were saved from destruction, 
and a source of profitable employment preserved for the 
fishermen, if not all they could wish, at least for a consider- 
able period of each year, when no other employment is open 
to them. 



“ I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

“ P. Maher. 



“James Redmond Barry, esq.” 
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Appendix, 

State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1866, pursuant to the 



1 


N AMI 


BOUNDiRISS. 


Registering Officer. 


1st Cl 




HISS 


mesa 


IB 




1 








Vcssols 


Mon. 




Vessels 


Men. 


Boya 


Vessels 


Men. 


Boys, 


Vessels 




Boji. 




Dublin, 


From Whip of Water, 
Nth. , to the Breaches, 
South. 


R. Roche, Com- 
mander, R.N. 


67 


269 


62 


93 


366 


10 


160 


625 




78 


331 


62 


2 


Arklow, 


From the Breaches to 
Sluice River. 


G. M. Balfour, 
Commander, r.n. 


169 


924 


95 


127 


627 


40 


296 


1,551 


135 


184 


1,016 


95 


3 


■Wexford, . 


From Sluice Fiver to 
Bannow, Co. Wexford. 


Charles Gibbons, 
Commander, r.n. 


42 


230 


9 


209 


918 


67 


251 


1,148 


66 


37 


200 


« 


4 


Waterford, 


From Bannotv to Bally- 
voile Bridge, Co. Wa- 
terford. 


Geo. Welch, Com- 
mander, R.N. 


38 


147 


13 


298 


1,079 


SO 


336 


1,226 


43 


38 


140 


13 
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No. 1. 

5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 186?. 



iscls.j Men. 






contention ‘in Dd,"*' 



prospers very pood. Very Utile emigration. List vc»r more pro- 
ductive in the take of herrings and capture of fish by trawlers than the 
preceding. Small natural hanks of oysters improving; no new banks 
d iseorercd ; no enti rpriie in the oyster trade ; price of the oysters 4s. t'd. 
a hundred. No Curing Establishments or ice houses ; fish sold fresh ; 

orderly and peaceable ; the men generally 
• Registry perfect. Trawling practised without 
Bay, outside Howth, and the Mugglins. No bad 

, » as “ present limited. There arc about fifty trawl 

boats, averaging forty tons each j they fish in from ten to sixty fathoms 
of water ; sine of mesh four to sin inches. The number of trawlers 
about the si me as preceding year. The boats engaged in line and s. ine 
fishing are nearly all serond-clase. The fish taken by the trawlers aro 
sold both in the local and distant markets; that taken by lincYnd 
seine sold in the Dublin market All kinds of gronndtisb taken bv tin 
trawl; sain, on and trout by seines. Best season for cod and lake 
autumn and winter ; autumn best for mackerel. Chief impediment tc 
improvement is the absence of any good harbour for boats aoulh of 
BuUoek. A sma" harbour inside Dalkey Island would very much 
mi lit li " Th ° <1 '“' i,io11 of herrin S fishing by daylight 



Boats larger; no 
Signs of improvi 
Take of fish on an average 
increased, tho demand ft.., 

flourishing; great nalural 

oif. The supply for the English and Fronchraa 
improving, because they demand a su ” 
years the Gorey boils have been mor 
boon removed, and the supply is still 

banks lately discovered ; no private beds ; nverago price about 15r per 
«“«**«. !’.«>« barrels. No Coring or ice hous'es 
• n Not a singlo instance of conflict reported 



longer and deeper than in preceding three years, 
ent progressive. Emigration not a marked feature. 

* - tho price 

.. .- fishery 

along the shore and for miles 
mch markets may bo said ' 
icy demand a small oyster, and for the last tirn-e 
Gorev beds have been more worked, tlie old largo oyster has 
-etl, and the supply it still great for all markets. No now 



wrecks take place ; them, 

of registry is perfect, hut a 

* I "‘ - ’ - should ho docpl; 



.. rennire strict . 
generally employed in fishing. Thesjsti... 

; suggested 



registry absolutely nc 



on the stern, ami a metal 

line fisldnJTl'fish wid ta foSil nu 



registered number 



taken in October, November, 

to September, and are best about 

‘ dra P w . 1 < 



I in deep , 

rmation aro a simple registry, kept 
pulsory on the owners of boats. 



iher; salmon and trout February 
't is said tho fish spawn iii 
ns for obtaining statistical 
deputed officer, to be mad< 
Jt , - chief impediment to im- 

J » r » S?“ d harbour, which the boats could ente, 

itiSLtmul T.Elm.i'X'Sr.V.L'S.taT.SS 

the fishing lias beer, considerably increased, and bettor nots and boats 
brought into use. At Arklowthc fishermen aro hardy, intelligent, 
enterprising, hut their endeavours am checked for the want of a a 
harbour. Th. ru 600 fishermen may often bo seen idle for a fortnight 
and even three weeks, because tho bar of sand across the harhonr’- 
month locks in the boats. The cost of remedying this may be eonside 
able, but the Arklow fishery appears a question of national imnortanc 
thateL 1 . 6 , 0 '“?*?,■ e T 8C l " t1 '*' hc,ri,l < * nd IM in the oyster IMiery off 

SSSiSV fflSKSS’X'CS 



within tho last y. 
, .... Take of ' - 
iral oyster hanks 



Vory little 

year. Great 

and Ballyvaldnn beds. The Wexford 



Bresont prospects fair! 
not quite so good as in preceding 
t on this coast, called the Wexford 
oh improved. Tho oysters aro of very good 0 quality**' afonge pri™ 
per tub ; about 9,000 tula sold within tho year. No Curing or ico 
ises. The fish are sold in the fresh state. No conflicts- fishermen 
orderly and peaceable. The able-bodied men .usually employed in 
farming,™! only fish occasionally. Registry perfect. LC p le . 
Used without contention outside Wexford Harbour. A fow boats use 

sf tss "Sis s:,“ •s.'sx; 

, so of from one and a ha|f t0 tweDt ‘ 0Ba 

line fishing. AH the fish taken by tlie 
~ J local markets. Turbot, plaice, and 
jilatee, herrings, &o„ by tho other modes : 
It impedii 
rcitjr at fi, 
of fish, dr 

. , itnproremont, and prospects 

without contention. The effect of trawling on tho genefaf fisbin 

sss* « 

o fifty fa 

^Turbot’ “g 

are Dein vea to spawn in deep water on dear ground. Tho chief im 
pediment to progress is want of capital and energy To ohi.iw . 
a person should be appointed by tho Commissioners to procure tlm 
Se°2noen' mark feiJST* TUcr « i » ^“trouble in making 




as engaged in seii 
irketa. Solos, pi 
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FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND. 



Uo. 1 — continued. 

5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1805. 





2nd Class employed 

in ISM. 


Total employed 


Increase since 
1864. 


Decrease sineo 
J864. 


Substance of Observations mado by Inspecting Commanders of 
Coast-Guards and ^^,^ 1 ^ 1666 . MrB ' UP l ° ^ 


No. 


.'esscls.' Men. I Boys. 


'csscls.1 Men. jBoys. 


Vessels.! Men. jBoys. 


Vessels.! Men. I.Boys. 


804 


3,991 


204 


820 


4,074 


200 


- 


100 




41 


- 


no 


in summer. Hake and bream canght in summer only by hand lino 
The chiof impediment to progress is the scarcity of fish. The kind of 
fish which used to be taken appears to have left the coast Between 
Flat Head, east, and Hangman’s Point— No improvement in boats 
and gear ; prospects very indifferent A spirit of emigration prevails. 
Last year less produetiic. No oyster fishery, Curing, or ice hous. s; 
fish sold fresh. No collisions -, general habits of fishermen peaceable. 
The able-bodied cmplovod in occasional fishing, Registry perfect No 
trawl or trammel fishing. Four yawls, of about thirty tons, occasionally 
cmploved seine fishing ; five hookers lino fishing. Sprat, skad, and 
mackerel caught hv seine ; hake by line. Seine fishing prevails in 
summer. Ha‘ke in best condition in winter. It is thought there is a 
Spawning ground about sit miles south of Barry's Head in forty-fivo 
fathoms water on sandy bottom. Tho chief impediment to progress is 
scarcity of fish. Between Hangman's Point and Hako Hoad. West- 
Boats and gear gradually improving, and pro-poets better. If tho men 
got employment they would prefer stayingathomo. Takcof mackerel 
very much greater than in preceding year ; tako of other fish less. 
Oyster fisheries indifferent There are some small natural beds, hut no 
licensed or priratc beds. Oystors soli for 3s. and Is. the hundred. No 
ice houses. Two Curing houses, but not used. Fish sold fresh. No 
conflicts ; fishermen peaceable and orderly. Men employed in fishing 
when the fish are on the coast Registry perfect No trawl or trammel 
fishing. .Sub-officer is of opinion that trawling constantly destroys tho 
spawn and small fish, by continually moving tho gravel and weeds. 
Thirteen boats engaged in seine and sixty-throe in lino fishing. Tho 
fish taken is gent to Cork, Dublin, and Liverpool, and part sold in tho 
local market Sprats, mackerel, skad, and pollack taken by seines in 
summer-, hako, cod, ling, and conger by hand linos from May to March. 
Tho fish whioh tho people were in the habit of taking appear to lnvo 
loft the coast, and a number of people havo emigrated. Those are tho 
impediments to improvement Howstrand station, from Abhr.m Hill 
to Uranfvon Point.— Boats and gear in same condition. No improve- 
ment or sign of it A spirit of emigration still prevails. Last year 
more productive in the tako of fish than any for the last ten years. No 
oyster fishery. Curing, or ioo houses. No conflicts ; fishermen peace- 
able and orderly. The ablo-bodicd men are nil farmers or farm 
labourers, who fish occasionally ; no porsons depending on fishing for 
a living. No trawl or trammel fishing. Fish taken kept for Ironic 
consumption. Herrings, sprats, liako, and bream taken irom July to 
October. Seldom able to fish after October. Those who fish very 
seldom catoli enough for tlioir own use. Between Granfcen Point and 
Filch re sta.-— Boats and gear improved, and still further signs of im- 
provement. Present prospoctsgood. Nogreat wish to emigrate. Those 
only emigrate who are sent for by their relatives. Last year more pro- 
ductive in tako of fish than tho six previous years put together. No 
oyster fishery or oysh-r beds, public or private. No Curing or ire houses. 
Each person euros his own Hah, and somo or tho fisli is sold fresh. No 
conflicts; fishermen peaceable and ordorly. Able-bodied men con- 
stantly employed between fishing ami farming. Registry perfect. Both 
trawling and trammel-net fisliingpractiaed between Sovenheada and tho 
old head without any contention whatever. Two hookers, about four- 
teen tons each, trawl constantly in Courtmacshorry Bay. About ninuty- 
fivu boats, of two and a half tons each, employed in seino, trammel, 
and lino fishing. Fart of tile fish taken is sold on tho spot, nncl tho 
remainder Bold in neighbouring towns. Dunny Covostation.-Emigra- 
tion going on. but not for want of employ moot in fishing. Last year 
loss productive in tako of fish than tho preceding. No oyster beds, 
natural or artificial. No curing ; fish sold fresh. N o conflict! ; flshor- 
men ordorly and peaceable; only occasionally employed in fishing. 
Registry porfect No trawls or trammel nets. Fifty boat-, of about 
one andahalf tons eaoh, employed in lino fishing ; ono in seino fishi. g, 
hut very seldom. If mackerel come oloso in tlio seine is usod, but not 
otliorwise. Chiof impediment to progress is scarcity of fish. Between 
Dunnoiven, oast, amt Inohybridgc, boats and gear in same avorago 
condition; no sign of improvement; lirosont prospects depend on tho 
weather. Very fow emigrating from this locality. Last year about os 
produetivo as preceding in tako of fish. No oyster hods, publio or 
private. No Curing or ioo houses ; fish chiefly sold iu tho fi-osit state. 
No collisions; fishermen pi-aceahle and orderly. Men employed in 
agriculture and fishing. No trawls or trammels. Two boats of ono 
and a half tons each employed in seine fishing ; thirty boats of ono and 
a half tons each in lino fishing ; fish chiefly sold in tho local markots. 
Sand eels taken by aoinos ; cod, ling, and conger by lino, and in good 
condition from December to March, inolusivo; broam best from May 
to September, inclusive. 

A gradual decline in condition of boats and gear. No improvcmsnt or 
sign of it, and present prospoots poor. A spirit of emigration prevails, 
but it would probably bo loss if tho fishermen were fullv ompioved and 
had good markets. Last year much leas productive in take of fish than 
tho preceding. Natural oyster beds exist off Crookhaven, hut not 
worked. Private beds in Skull Harbour becoming de3troyod. A fow 
licences have been granted, hut tbo bods have not been stocked. 
Quality of oysters good ; price 3s. a hundred. One establishment at 
Crookhaven for salting fist,. Fisli ourod by fishermen in tho ordinary 
way, but chiefly sold fresh. No eonfliots-, fisbormon ordorly and 
peaceable. Able-bodied generally employed in fishing. Present sys- 
tem of registry works well. Fishery principally carried on by trammel 
nets. Trawling practised only to a small extent. Trawling injurious 
to the general fishing interests if practised in shallow water as it de- 
stroys tho spawn. From twolvo to fourteen Cork boats, from twenty 
to forty tons each, trawl in from ton to twonty fathom water, with a 
mesh of one and a half inches from knot to knot. Number of trawlers 
about the same as preceding year. Eight hundred and twenty boats 
of 1,420 tons, engaged In seine, lino, and trammel fishing. Fish 
caught by trawl rent to Cork; that taken by tho other modes sold in 
local markets. Turbot, plaice, sole, mackerel, skad, hako, dabs, and 
cod taken by trawl Herring, pilchard, mackerel, skad, mullet, and 
pollack taken by seino. Plaice and hake by trammel. Ling, cod 
conger, gurnard, hako, haddock, bream, and whiting taken by lino! 
Cod best in winter, particularly in January ; worst in summer. Hako 
best in September and October ; worst March to May. Whiting and 
haddock best in winter : worst In summer. Turbot, plaice, mackurel 
mullet, pollack, and skad best May to Soptombcr; worst October to 
March, Herrings and pilchards host Juno to September; worst in 
winter. Fish are supiuisoil to spawn off Crookhaven in sixty to eighty 
fathom water on rocky bottom ; off Baltimore and Castlotownreifd in 
five to forty fathoms on rooky bottom ; off Glandoro and Ross in ten 
to fifty fathoms on sandy bottom. The chiof impediments to improve 
ment aro decrease of ooast population, scarcity of fish, farming being 
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No. 1 — continued- 

5tli and 6th Viet, cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1865. 



il employ 
to 1665. 



' capital, want of 

_ to obtain statistical . 

.igbt bo supplied with printed forms on which they 
kinds and quantities of fish caught, and forward them 
Ig officer ever}- quarter. The fisheries can only bo im- 
OJ an employment of capital to purchase of boats and material, 

maintenance of a special systoni of car ' - ' * 

' its. A joint stock corny 



to the regi' 
proved by i 



impany properly managed 



not promising. Very little emigration. Last year less 
take of sea fish than preceding. Two privato oyster 
oysters sold. Some old Curing Establishments, but the 



condition ss previous year. A slight 
last three years. Present prospects 
— * - — - less productive in 

fish general ly 

- — — ...... ,„ can bo disposod of. No conflicts j 

fishermen very orderly and pcacoablo. A fow able- bodied men gcncrally 
employed in fishing : a few old men and sorao hoys engaged. Registry 
noarly perfect. Both trawl and trammol not fishing pursued. ' Does 
not consider trawling injnrious to the fishing in the bay. Ten smacks, 
from twenty-fivo to forty tons each, trawl in from tweniv-fivo to forty 
fathom water, with a two to seven inch mesh. Two hundred and six 
boats enraged in tho seine, lino, and trammel fishing. Fish generally 
sold in the local markets, except soles, which arc sent to Dublin. Tho 
fi li taken are whiting, plaice, solos, cod and haddock, and some turbot. 
No spawning in this bay. Want of energy chief impediment to pro- 
gross Statistical information best obtained by having somo person to 
take the number and quantity of fish as the boats arrive. Existing 



No alteration In boats and gear. No improvement, or sign of it Emi- 
gration prevails. Last year less productive than preceding in take of 
fish. No oyster fishery, curing, or ice house. No conflicts. Fisher- 
men orderly und peaceable. Registry perfect; Trammel fishing prao- 
tised without contention with lino fishors. No trawling. Twenty 
boats engaged in seine and trammel fishing, and twenty in lino fishing. 
Fish sol i in both local and uistant markets. The various sorts of white 
fish taken from Juno to October, in bad condition during tho other 
months. 

Boats and gear indifferent No improvement, or sign of it. Full em- 
ployment at home would not provont emigration. Take of fish last 
year about the same as preceding. -First-rate natural oystor beds. 
Some of tho landlords ciidcavmiriugTo stock tho private hods. Tho 
host oysteis in Ireland are taken boro. Tho price from 5s. to 7s. 6 a 
per 130. From 1,300 to 1,800 per week sold from Sncem alone. No 
curing or mo houses No conflicts; fishermen orderly and peaceable. 
Ablo-bodiod mon omployoil more about thoir orops. Registry in fair 
order. Trawling ami trammol net fishing exist, and the late laws laid 
down by tho Commissioners will cause an improvement. Of opinion 
that trawling is must injurious to the general fishing interests from 
Blaekwater Rivor to Kenmaro. Pour boats, ab.mt fifteen ions each, 
trawl to from throe to eight fathom water. Number of trawlers about 
the same as preceding year About 10D boats of three tons each en- 
gaged in tho soino, lme, and trammel net fishing. Seme of the fish 
taken by tho trawl sent to dislant places ; that taken by tho other 
modes sold in local markets. Turbot, black solos, and plaice in very 
good condition between .May and October; worst from 1st November 
to diet March. From Blaekwater Rivor to Kcnmnro tiro spawn is 
believed to bo deposited to from two to eight fathom witter. Chief 
Impediment to progress is scarcity of labour. Tho poor people make 
more money by tbeir farms than thoy could by fishing Formerly tho 
population was so large that somo families wore ohl' god to liro by fi,h- 
ing. To obtain most acourato ststislical information, tho people em- 
ployed in fishing should be requested to keep an account of the fish 
token, and thou a paid officer should he employed to go round tho 
boats and collect tho necessary information. To improve the fisheries 
it is suggested that small rewards or prises bo gtvon to tho most indus- 
trious, to be decided according to tho quantity of fish produood for sale 
“** * • appointed person. 



. slight improvement in boats and gear. Seine fishing, deep sen fish- 



1 orfedy. 



One Curing Establish 

own fish along 
peaceable, and 

Able-bodhd men generally employed in flatting. 

Trawling carrtod onto Dingle and BallinskcUigsBayswiihoutcWtratton 

with the line fishers up to the pre.cnt. Tho officer eats, "I bo ievo the 
fish of all kinds, except salmon, are gutting more scarc'o each year clo-c 
to shore, inconsequence of the trawlers being allowed tofishtotho 
bays close in shore. In my opinion no trawlers ought to bo allowed to 
fish inside ihe line of headlands. My opinion is, and has been for verb 
that trawling in bays is tho ruin and destruction of id] kinds of snawn- 
mg fish, and in this opinion I am supported by the majority of Esher- 
incn, wherever I have been, inali parts of the world ” T wee tv li ve 



and herring hr 'the other ■.nodes' “aH toe*q Swept! rod? toffidoVLnd 

S&fiKS?S MSSHEiS-sSi? 

lands. The chief iinpedi 
more scarce, and fishing 



‘ on sandy bottom ... ... 

. hake and haddock more inshore aifd tosTde SfbSaS 
progrors is that the fish are much 
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No 


Name 


Boundaries. 


Registering Officer. 


1st C 


ass employod 


Sad Class employed. 


Total employed 
in 1864. 


I 1st Class employed 
1 in 1863. 


- 










Vessels 


| Mon. | Boy 


Vessel 


Mon. 


Bey 


Vessel 


• Men. 


Boy, 


Vessels 


Men. 






13 


Dingle, 


From Cromane Point 
(Bull Head) to Blen- 
nerviile. 


E. S. Meara, Com- 
mander, R.N. 


14 


SO 




134 


536 




148 


596 




16 


70 


17 




14 


Ballyheigue 


From Blennerville to 
Cashen River. 


A. Kennedy, Lieu- 
tenant, R.N. 


22 


70 


- 


19 


58 


- 


*■ 


128 


- 


22 


70 






» 


Kilrush, 


From Cashen Biver to 
Kilbaralia. 


Webb E. Stone 
Commander, r.n 


- 


- 


- 


185 


543 


5 


185 


543 


* 


- 


- 


- 




IS 


Seafield, 


From Blackhead to 
Farrihie 'Beach. 


F. Taylor, Master, 


- 


- 


- 


65 


185 


- 


65 


185 


- 




- 


- 




17 


Galway, 


From Farrihie to Mason 
Island. 


B. L. Lefroy, Com- 
mander, R.N. 


82 


352 




434 


1,332 


S3 


516 


1,684 


45 


64 


206 


Jo' 




18 


Clifden, 


From Mason Island to 
Buana Point. 


W. H. Annesley, 
Commander, r.n. 


52 


142 


- 


123 


130 


- 


175 


272 


- 


43 


123 


- 




19 


"Vestport, . 


From Doobeg to Buana 
Point. 


W. C. Pyper, Mas- 
ter, R.N. 


18 


54 


- 


2)2 


630 


80 


230 


684 


80 


19 


56 


- 
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No. 1 — continued. 

5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1865. 





2nd Class employed 






Decrease since 
1864. 


Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Commanders of 
Coast-Guards and other Registering Officers, up to tho 
1st January, 1866. 


1 No. 


|'H - 


*> 








Men. 




V-, 




Boy* 


140 

37 

214 

80 

3S3 

336 

218 


704 

240 

1,183 

1,270 

640 


8 

22 

20 


lot 

39 

214 

80 

447 

379 

237 


234 

704 

240 

1,389 

1,393 

696 


8 

38 

20 


8 

18 

29 

15 

204 

7 


18 

106 

161 

55 

1,121 

12 


3 


69 


295 


7 

60 


gloomy. No emigration. Take of fish greater last Tear than precetl 

mg No oyster fishery, curing or ice houses. Fish sold fresh. No 

conflicts ; fishermen generally well conducted. Registry perfect 
Trawling and trammel net fishing practised for years, and generally 
the by-laws respected by both parties. Trawling seems not to docreaso 
the quantity of fish, as last year was hotter than tho previous year. 
Sixteen trawlers of from sixteen to forty tons, trawl In thlrty.fivo to 
forty -five lathom water. Number of trawlers increased bv two. Olio 
hundred and fort, boats, from three to tivo tons each, engaged in the 
seine, lino, and trammel fishing. All Hat fish sent to Dublin i round 
fish sold in local markets. Sole, turbot, brit, and plaice takon by 
trawl ; round fish by trammel. Fish in best state from March to Sep- 
tember or October 1 worst from October to February. The fish arc 
believed to spawn in about seven fathom water, on gravel and sandy 
bottom. Want of means and assistance is the chief impediment to 
progress. To obtain statistical information, application should be made 
uIm'S'I','! owners of boats who generally roccivo tbs prico of 
nsn sent to Dublin marketa 

B ."“£ condition. Oyster fishery improved, the take 
I!! 1 " r t ‘ -ccd ‘"8 T™r. The great natural oyster banks 
irupraatng ; naality ° f oysters good, and price varios from 16r. to 20r. 
per 1 1 ,0U(l. Twenty-seven boats take on an average 250,000. No curing 

work in a unit thirty-seven fathom water. Number of trawlers same 
as preceding year. No eumc, line, or trammel fishing. No fishermen 
in thm district; no ports; coast impracticable. The only moans of 
obtaining statistical information is by applying to the parties in charge. 

N “!'", l ? roremcn ‘? r sign of it in boats and gear. Last year less produc- 
tiie than preceding in take ot fisli. Oyster fisheries in fair condition. 
No great natural hanks. Ground stocked whore licences granted. No 

gsuxaldo. ICe Fl,idnT boaS^ n“!f, ployed" .rX^g^w^ 1 . 

fflasiYi-j.'Ssss; 

imnodl ‘ “ r i I*' ""'" ■p*?" *" " ,0 ,r «>' water cstnaries. The chief 

impediment to progress is insufficient quantity of fish to cncoura'O 
people in fishing. M ' " 

Beals and gear very indifferent No improvement or sign of it The 
spirit of emigration still prevails. Last year loss produclive than tile 
preceding in tlio take of fish No oistcr bods, natural or artificial” 
No curing or ico Iinuscs. Fish sold in tho fresh state. No conflicts ; 

Dam n, el'll erfishlng. ' SjiadSjhlg.md flat fish taken by w' 

unible to replace. To procure statistical information tlio fisherman 
should lie made to give an account of their daily haul to Uio officer at 

the nearest Coasi guard station. 

^fhoIr*haab! ^creasing, and tlio fishenneii poorer and unable to keep 
their boats and gear in good order. Many fishermen still emigrating. 

Cll M ta £ 0 f 1 Vj h than rreceding. Natural 
d^reasiiv^o. N " “dw hanks diseovored. Supply of oysters 

decreasing Some few pnvato beds are attondod to. Quality of tlio 
V 0Ur | ng °;J C ” '“T 9 - Colli ' ai<m « '■‘tween por.-ons 

re!d t ratb?l“ in i thC ^'rict engaged in seine anil lino fishing™ Fish 
e cm b o r h Gu r u a rd ” bro am Md mickera'l £J h, .P ton,ber : ,,on! * in *>«- 
whiting best from September to Dcramhor.^aVbratftora November 
ro march. Habits of fish us to spawning not known. Tho imiiodi- 
Sre-UJ.S! 8 " 1 ? ar ° < i?' rcmo P Qver ty. tendency to emigrate, and de- 
crease of hsli. By sending an agent to take aoconnt of the fish taken 

0^0^ “ tt “ h “ broushtil1 - “ utist ' cal information could bo 

No imprereraont in boats or gear, and no prospect of it Emigration 
docs not prevail so much as in former years. No regular fishermen. 
Very little difforonoe in take of fish botweon this and last year. Oyster 
fishenos good. A few natural banks in the estuar c. Supply of 
oysters much thosame as in forraor years. Ono now natural bank dis- 
covered. Those to whom liconcos have boon granted are taking steps 
to slock their bods. Quality of oysters good. A few hundred icirrils 

fi“d'Lte 

M^t'^lle^a^-h^^^e gem-TaSy^^fiwm-wori^ ond*omplov t&eir 
spare time in fishing. Registry perfect No trawling or tramiiol net 

local markets. Cod, bream, pollack, gurnard, turbot mackerel . .n 

Jtfshssar! sssr sx^sts-ssi 
its is, 

”4 ■prH-^. P ” gtllt th0ir P° Ter ty prevents them providing tlio nooos- 

B n“““, d uS r f Alining. No sign of improvomont, and 

P, I nets bad. A spintof emigration prevails. Last veer less Tirol,, 

Uvc than preceding in take of fish. Groat natural banks on 
but they are not improving in supply. Step. Ur, Join 

Dn°X“pvo^ t! ° f fiSh Md W “‘ ° f “ atoria > - -bfc 


13 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 





— 
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No 


N,„ B 


Book daki ks. 


Registering Officer. 


1st Cl: 


som ployed 


2nd Cla 


ss employed. 
18G4. 


Tola 


employed 


1st Class emplo 
la 1864. 


yed. 










Vessels. 


Mon. 


1 ,y„ 


V„„l. 


Men. 


v,y,. 




Vessels. 


Men.' 


S„v.- 


„ 


Kiltybegs, 


From Donegal to Gwee- 
barra Bar. 


11. Edwards, Cap- 


7 


28 


- 


341 


1,919 


3 it 


348 




324 


- 






» 


Rutland, . 


From Gwcebarra Bar to 
Bloody Foreland. 


W. H. Neate, . 


- 


- 


- 


171 


684 


164 


171 


684 


164 


- 








Sheophuren, 


From Bloody Foreland 
to Fannet Point. 


J. B. Bryan, 


- 


- 


- 


282 


1,117 


147 


282 


1,117 


» 




- 


- 


28 


RatlimuUen, 


From East side of Lee- 
nan Bay, West side of 
Fannet Point, to Lough 
S willy. Ram el ton. 


C. T. Williamson, 
Lieutenant, r.n. 


5 


15 


5 


102 


455 


70 


107 


470 


75 


6 


20 


4 
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5th and 6th Yict., cap. 106,- showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1865. 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 



Appendix, 



State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels oil the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1866, pursuant to 





Najib 

or District. 




Rogietering'Officor. 


IstChss employed 


2nd C 


employed. 


Total employed 

in 1664. 


let Class employed 
in 1885. 








Vosscls 


Hen. 




V easels 




«... 




Men. 




Vessels. 




B °i* 


29 


Came, 


From the Hawk’s Nest, 
Inch, to MogilUgan 
Point. 


non. E. G. L. 
Cochrane, Com- 
mander, R.N. 


23 


92 


23 


374 


1,496 


- 


397 


1,588 


397 


11 


34 




30 


Ballycastle, 


Prom Downhill to Nap- 
pan. 


H. C. Burleigh, 
Commander, r.n 




3 


- 


189 


562 


63 


190 


565 


63 


3 


’ 


• 


31 


Carriukfergu? 


From Mountain Stream 
near Garron Point, to 
Belfast. 


W. A. De Y 
Brownlow, Com- 
mander, R.N. 


33 


121 


3 


294 


510 


82 


329 


631 


85 


7 


28 


- 


32 


Donnghadee 


From Belfast to New- 
castle Quay. 


H. Fawkes, Com- 
mander, R.N. 


S3 


360 


23 


593 


1,109 


93 


680 


1,469 


221 


78 


318 


26 


33 


Strangford, 


From Newcastle Quay 
to Sheepland Head. 


IV. G. Douglas, 
Lieutenant, r.n. 


10 


25 


7 


95 


251 


43 


105 


276 


50 


2 


• 


■ 


34 


Newcastle, 


From Sheepland Core 
to River Foot, 


E. F. Fodder, Com- 
mander, R.N. 




13 




231 


925 


40 


234 


938 


41 


13 


78 


6 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 



Appendix, 

State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1866, pursuaut to the 



Boundaries. | Registering Officer, j 

Vosscls. } Men. Boys 



Dundalk, . From Maiden Tower, W. F. Irwin, 6 ] 39 3 

near Drogheda, to Commander, r.n. . 

Omeath. 




I 



Appendix, No. 2. 

Quantity of Fish conveyed by Railways between 1859 and 1866. 



Railway. 


| ,« 


1861. 


1862. 


1863. 




Great Southern and Western, . 
Midland Great Western, . 
Dublin and Drogheda, 

Waterford and Limerick, . 
Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford, 
Cork and Bandon, 


1 Tns. Cwts. qn. lls. 

775 0 0 0 1 
833 17 0 0 
390 1 2 22 


Tns. Cwts. qre. lbs. 

703 0 0 0 
756 12 3 0 j 
842 14 3 0 
351 17 1 27 

“ I 


Tus. Cwts. qre. 

1.145 0 0 
783 14 2 
1,004 5 1 

374 0 0 


| Tns. Cwts. 

1,249 0 
1,189 18 
1,329 0 

319 15 


1,642 
697 
1,976 1 
140 

1,060 1 
836 




Dublin, Wicklow, and Wesford— Increase thus: — 



I Midland Great Western — Increase or Decrease 



1864, . . 642 Herrings. 513 Oysters. 1862, 197 coarse and fine fisli. 422 Oysters. - Winkles. 

1865, . . 1,066 „ 1,012 „ 1863, 473 „ 536 ’ ,, 60 „ 

1864, 86 „ 253 „ 219 „ 

Cork aud Bandon — 122 tons less in 1865 than 1864, arising 1865, 127 ,, 229 ,, _ ,, 

from increase in direct shipment of Mackerel to England. 

Dublin and Drogheda — 750 tons less in 1865 than in 1864, 
chiefly arising from decrease in take of Herrings at Howtli, 
\ and increase in traffic seaward. 
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No. 1 — continued. 

■1th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, ] 865. 




Substance of Observations made b y Importing Commando™ 
Coast-Guards and othor Registering Officers, up to tho 
lit January, I860. 



Boats and gear very indifferent ; no eign of improvement whatever. No 35 
emigration. Take of fish leas than preceding year. Oyster fishery not I 
so productive as preceding year, but oysters improved In Quality. 
Quality of oysters good ; sold generally by tho dredgers at £2 por 1,000 ; 
so d by retail at Into lit. por hundred. No curing or leo house; fish 
sold fresh. No conflicts whatever ; fishermen very orderly and p.aco- 
alde. Vory few alilo-bodiod fishermen in this locality. Registry por- 
fect. No trawling or trammel Hairing. Fish taken by lino ofily, and is 
generally sold in tho neighbourhood and consumed at home. Coil, 
™r.'i.," % ani1 , skalu a ™ " 10 nlll f <akon. A few herrings are 
caught m Ncvcm'icr and D, .coral, or, but in vory had condition. Scarcity 
1m V? Ih “ impediments to improvo- 

mi.nt. Metis, ios can beolnained in no other way than by tho appeiut- 
niroper persons for Uiis doty in the different localities, and 



P'™ 1 " f „l‘ r " Iwr pamoiis for this doty in tbo different loeallties, and 

SiSaS fiSS“” “•risin-a. 

v,il, bnUShnnun .'k.lk n-iri'k TmVwkl'Suil'il" "Tnl«or 36 

trawlers sunn as preceding year. About 150 boats, oflialf a ton totwo 
tons, engaged u, some and lino fishing. Fish sold in the local markets. 

J hdee anil sole taken by trawl ; in guild condition in auiunm • salmon 
by seine, from March to July ; rod, plaice, and haddock l,j li'„c, from 
1st A ugust all through tho winter. Tbo lish aro supposed to spawn in 
from throe o thirty fathom water on a gravelly or s indy liottom. Chief 
impediment to progress is want of capital to procure a bettor class of 
boats raid gear. Cannot suggest a means for obtaining corroot statistics. 

Herring fishery improved ; othor fishing declined. Boats and gear much 37 
tho same as preceding year. Fishermen would remain at homo If fully 
employed. Take of fish leas than prouedlng year. No great natural 
oyster hanks. One licensed bed, hut no stops taken to stock the ground. 
Quality ol Ulsters good ; nrlce, fir. per hundred ; 100,(100 Hold within 
the year. Two Curing iistalilisli.uents at Umd.; no ieo-lmuso ; I ml, 
sold in tin; fresh slate. No eonlliels ; fishermen orderly and poacoaldo ; 
many ol them go into tho coasting trailc during ills winter. Registry 
perfect Trawling practised without colltnntion off Skerries and lial- 
twunly „'ioc l tona "and'w , J , ^ ri ^ !a " b ‘* t " '■ the; arc from eighteen to 
with a four anil a bal f-innh mesh. Number of trawlers ralhoA'oss'than 
preceding year. Right boats, from two anil n half to twonty-sevim 
tons, ommg.nl in linn Hulling. Trawl fish sent to Dublin market; lino 
iisfi sold in loeal ami Dublin markets. Cod, ling, sltale, turbot, plaice 
and soles caplun.i l, y lmwl ; trout. In.*., licrrings, end, ling, hake, ami 
sltale by smiio and lino. Cod host December to May; ling Jim., to 
Nnno.il, cr. Want of sufficient funds in in some cases the chief impedi- 
ment to improvement. Statistic, could ho obtained through tho mviiors ' 
of fishing vessels. 

Jliinls’nnd gear iinnrmrinjg, and prospects still improving, No emigre- 00 
tho herrings aro ohicHy sold trcsli. No eonlliels ; fishermen orderly mid 

'mill tiin disturbance ami deatruoUim of fry and small flab. The only 
fishery of any eniiHoqucnec Is tho herring; this fish lu guod condition 
from. June to Novomhor. Aonrato nlatlstlos can ho ohtnlmsl as at 
present through the Coast Guard. Thinks it very necessary for lire 
preservation nf order that a steamer or outtor should attend tlio lien mg 



Appendix, No. 2 —continued. 

Great Southern and Western Kailway. 







Tons. 
. 280 






7 






27 






. 328 






• 149 






. 911 



Hake, , . 

Plat Pish, .... 

Eels, 

Fresh Pish not named in Invoice, 



Dublin and Drogheda Railway. 

Betam of Ikli conveyed over thi, Lioo to Debit., for the ye.r ended Slot Deeember, 1805. 

Tons. Cwt. 

rp|r. : : : : : SSft?***.— 
::|-t : : : : : SSa^.fcSf : 

” Btemes - so 19 Eendop, 3,. Id. ” 

1,226 14 
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Galway, 
Sligo, . 
Oranmore, 
Castlebar, 
Castlerea, 



Galway, 
Oranmore, 
Sligo, . 



APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 

Appendix, No. 2 — continued. 

Midland Great Western Railway of Ireland. 



Return of Fish conveyed over the Line dun 
Coarse Fish. 



91 3 
11 13 
14 8 



2 11 

1 7 

2 16 
1 11 



No. of „ , 

Boxes. Rat0 - 

1,460 2 5s. 0 d. per ton. 
169 25s. 0 d. „ 

167 25s. 0 d. „ 

80 30s. 0(7. 

52 25s. Od. „ 



126 16 3 24 

Oysters. 

. 18 25s. Od. per ton. 1 14 1 0 

.1,296 25s. 0d. „ 191 17 0 15 

i 368 24s. 6 d. ,, 35 9 2 6 



1 17 3 21 



Galway, 

Sligo, . 

Ballisodave, 

Collooney, 

Castlebar, 

Castlerea, 



Galway, 



lg tbe year 1865. 

Salmon. 



Rate. 

2s. 0d. per 
2s. Od. 

2s. Gd. 

2s. Gd. 

2s. Gd. 

2s. Od. 



527 

590 

252 



53 12 0 2 
30 2 1 19 
17 0 2 19 
0 18 1 6 
11 1 0 12 
4 3 2 12 

86 18 0 14 



Lobsters. 

. 1,729 30s. Od. per ton. 



Waterford and Limerick Railway. 

Return of Fisb forwarded from Stations on tbe Waterford and Limerick Railway, via Dublin and Waterford, 
year ending 31st December, 1865. 



Description. 


Via Waterford, j 


Rate per Ton. j 


Via Dublin. 


Rate per Ton. | 


To Waterford only. | 


Rate per Ton. 


Salmon, . 

Eels, . . . , 

Shellfish, . 


Tons cwts. qrs. lbs. 

31 3 0 0 
29 3 0 0 


£ s. d. 

6 10 0 

6 10 0 


Tons cwts. qrs. lbs. ; 

65 8 1 3 


£ s. d. 

7 0 0 


Tons cwts. qrs. lbs. 1 

0 10 i o ! 

1 4 2 24 


£ s. d. 

2 0 0 

1 10 0 



Total, . . 127 tons, 8 cwt. 3 qrs. 27 lbs. 



Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway. 

Tonnage of Fish for tbe year 1865. 

Tons. cwt. qrs. Rate charged. 
8 16 21 

IS 9 3 

1,065 3 2 > 8d. per cwt. 

1,011 14 0 

3 3 2J 

11 8 1 6c?. per cwt. 

2,118 15 2 



Cork and Bandon Railway. 



Return of Fish booked from K insale to undermentioned Stations for 1865. 





Cork. 


Tons ewts. qrs. lbs. 




Dublin. 


Tons cwts. 


qrs lbs 


Mackerel, 


. 5s. per ton. 


477 3 


1 5 


Mackerel, 

Herrings, 


. 27s. per ton, 


39 4 


2 3 


Herrings, 


23 14 


2 25 


. 


0 17 


3 17 


Sprats, . 


. „ 


25 4 


2 22 


Hake, . 


• „ 


14 3 


3 16 


Hake, 




71 9 


2 16 


Haddock, 


. 40s. „ 


3 15 


2 4 


Haddock, 




1 4 


2 18 


Cod, . 


. 27s. „ 


4 11 


3 3 


Cod, 

Ling, . 
Plaice, . 


• „ 


28 2 


0 26 


Turbot, 


. 40s. „ 


1 4 


2 17 


; 


4 7 
0 2 


2 13 
0 14 


Lobsters, 


• 


6 15 


1 26 


Turbot, . 
Scad, 


; 


3 8 
1 8 


2 19 
1 0 


Total to Dublin, 


70 13 


3 2 


Pilchards, . „ 

Whiting, . „ 

Lobsters, . „ 

Oysters, . „ 

Total to Cork, . . 


4 19 
0 1 

0 14 

1 1 

643 3 


3 21 
3 7 
1 2 
0 14 

0 6 


Total Cork and Dublin, 


713 16 


3 8 



Cod, . 
Coarse Fisb, 
Herrings, 
Oysters, 
Salmon, 
Ling, . 
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Appendix, No. 3. 

Ab6tbact of By-Laws, Orders, &c., made by the Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland, 
to 31st December, 1865. 



Place affected by • | 
and Date thereof. | 



I Belfast Lout'll, 
(•doth Oct., 18.14.aa 
J6th Feb.. 18.57.) 



Lough S willy, 

(2/th June," 11144.) 

Donegal Bay, 

(16th Feb., 1837.) 



Galway Bay, . 

(22nd March, 
and 9tb Jan., 1834.) j 



Brandon Bay. 

(23rd Aug., I860.) 
Dingle Bay, . 

(2nd March, 1852, 
and 28th Jan. , 1862.) 



TRAWLING. 

Prohibiting Trawling inside lines drawn from tin 
Bailey Light-house at Howtli, to the Eastern 
most point of the rocks called the ‘•Mugglius;’ 
thence by a straight line to the Southern point 
of Dalkcy Island; thence by a straight line aoros: 
Dalkey Sound, in the direction of the signal 
station on Killiney Hill. 

Prohibiting Trawling within a line drawn from 
the Nose of Howth, to the Eastern point of St. 
Patrick’s Island (Skerries); thence to Clodier 
Head ; theme to Dunany Point; thence to Cran- 
6 eld Point, in the County Down. 

Prohibiting Trawling from Hellyhunter Rock, 
off Crantield Point) to St. John's Point, both 
in the County Down. 

Prohibiting Trawling within nstraiglitline drawn 
from the Castle of Carricklergus, to Kockp 
in the County Antrim, altogether from 1st 
cember to 1st April, aud tlie use of Nets of 
mesh than otic and three-quarter inches from 
knot to knot (except Draft Nets for Herrings). 
Prohibiting Trawling within a line from Knock- 
alia Battery on the West side, to Linifort Church 
on the East side of the Lough. 

Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line from 
the Biau'Rock.to a place called Uoorin Point; 
and from a place called the Blind Rock, to the 
Northern point of thoTownlnndof Rossnowlogh, 
Lower: and from thence to Kildoney Point ; aud 
from thence to a place called Poiu" ’ 
Prohibiting Trawling within a line from Barna 
Pier to Uleninagli Castle. ALo when largo 
shoals of Herrings shall hare set in in the Bay, 
and while Boats are engaged in Drifting for 
Herrings or Mackerel, and when Boats shall 
commence Fishing for Herrings or Mackerel, 
that Trawl Boats shall keep at a distance of 
throe miles from them. 

Prohibiting Trawling within a line drawn from 
Brandon Point to Coosanea. 

Prohibiting Ti 
Bull's Head, 

Valentia. 

Repealing By-Law prohibiting Trawling. 



thence to Reenavanny Point 
Shore of Whiddy Island. 

Prohibiting Trawling between sunset and sun- 

Prohibiting Trawling between the 1st day of May 
and the 1st day of October in each year, within 
that part of the Harbour of Glandore lying to 
the northward of a straight line from the Tele- 
graph or Signal Tower at “Foilnasharlc," or 
“Filcnasliawk," on the north-eaMeru point of 
fbo *'•" Harbour, and Sheela Point, 



I Waterford Harbour, 



n the w 






Estuary of Kenmare 
(10th Nov.,’l865.) 



Prohibiting Trawling by Boats exceeding lire 
tons measurement, within a line drawn from 
Creden Head to Temple Church. 

Prohibiting Trawling in all places where thero 
are Boats engaged in Herring or Mackerel 
Drift Net Fishing; and that Trawl Boats shall 

keep at a distance of at leas* •' • 

all boats fishing for Herri 

with Drift Nets. And whe 

Mackerel Boats shall commence Drift Net 
Fishing in any place, on or off the Coast of 
Wexford, the Trawl Boats shall depart there- 
from , and keep at least three miles distant from 
the Drift Net Herring or Mackerel Boats. 

Prohibiting Trawling within the Estuary of the 
Kenmare River, in the County of Kerry, and 
eastward or inward of a line drawn from Her- 
ring Rocks on the north to Feorus Point on 
the south, from the hour of Three o'Clock in 
the Afternoon of any one day to the hoar of 
Nine o'clock in the Morning of the day next 
following, daring the months of October, No- 
vember, December, January, February, and 
M««b, in any year (being the periods within 
which the use of Trammel and other Moored 
Nets for the capture of Sea Fish within the 
Jxstnary of the Kenmare River has been duly 
authorized and permitted) ; and from tlm hour 
of Five o Cluck in the Afternoon of any one 
day to the hour of Seven o'Clock id the 
Morning of the day next following, during the 
months of April, May, June, July, Au*msfc 
aud September, in any year (being the further 
periods within which the use of Trammel and 



River Sluney, Co. 
Wexford, 

(26th March, 1854, 
and4th March, 1862.) 



RivorLee, Co. of the 
City of Cork, 

(7th Jan., 1863.) 



Shannon, ' 

(27 th August, 1038.) 



other Moored NetB for the capture.of Sea Fish 
within the Estuary of the Kenmare River has 
been duly authorized and permitted.) 



TRAMMEL NETS. 

Prohibiting the use of Trammel and ©very other 
Fixed or Moored Net (except Bag or other 
Nets for the talcing of Salmon) in Dungar- 
van Bay, within the limit formed as follows, 
namely, the space lying between a line passing 
due East and West, through the Northernmost 
point of Helvick Head, and a line passing due 
East aud West through the Southernmost pc'-' 
of Balliuacourty Head, in the Co. Waterfo 
but to the North and East of the line tliroi. 0 .. 
Balliuacourty Head, and to the South and 
West of the line through Helvick Head, such 
Trammel or Moored Nets may be set, and 

main set in the water from Three o'Clock, p 

of one day, until Nine o'Clock, a.m., in the fol- 
lowing day, during January, March, Octi 
November, and December in each Year; 
from Five o'Clock, p.m., of one day, to Si 
o'clock, a.m., in the following day, during 
May, June, July, August, and September. 
Also prohibiting such Nets athwart or v ’ ’ ' 
200 yards of auy boat, which at the ti me of setting , 
such net shall be moored, and the Crew thereof 
engaged in Line Fishing ; and to every tiain of 
such Trammel or Moored Nets shall be attached 
at least one floating buoy or board, upon v/hich 
sliall be painted in legible characters not less 
than one inch in length, in white upon a black 
ground, the Letter of the District, and the uar 
of the Owner to which such Net belongs. 
Prohibiting tlie use of Trammel Nets within 
to the North-east of a lino drawn from t 
Mouth of tlio Bunlaghy River to Door 
Point. 

Prohibiting, during the Close Season for Saline 
the use of Nets of auy kind whatsoever, he - 1 
tween Ferrycarrig Bridge and the Town of 
Enniscorthy. 

Prohibiting, during tlio Open Season for Salmon, 
the use of Nets with meshes of less size than 
one aud three-quart or inches from knot to knot, 
between Ferrycarrig Bridge and the Town of 
Enniscorthy. 

Prohibiting, during the Close Season for Salmon, 
the use of Draught Nets, or any other Not oi 
Nets used as a Draught Net, having a foot-ropi 
and leads or weights affixed thereto, within th< 
following limits, viz. : — in that part of tho Rivei 
Lee, situate between Patrick’s Bridge, in the 
City of Cork, and a line drawn across the said 
River Lee, from Blackrock Castle, ontheSoutli, 
to the Western extremity of the Townland of 
Dunkettle, on the North. 



Arg'dcen River, in the County of Cork, situa- 
ted between the junction of tlie Oivenkeagh or 
Blind River with the said Argiilecn River and 
the Bridge of Timoleague, all in the Barony of 
the East Division of East Carhery, and County 
of Cork. 

Prohibiting Net Fishing iu that part of the River 
Shannon between Wellesley Bridge and the 



First. — Prohibiting, between the 20th day of , 
July and 1st day of November in each year, 
the use of Draught Nets, or any other Net or 
Nets used as a Draught Net, having a foot-rope 
andleads or weights affixed thereto, within the 
following limits, viz. in that part of the River 
Shannon situate between tlie Fishing Weir 
known as tho Lax Weir, and a line drawn due 
North aud South across tho said River Shau- 
nonattheWestern extremity ofGiaigue Island. 

Second.— Prohibiting Draught Nets for the cap- 
ture of Fish of any kind, of a mesh less than 
one and three-quarter inches from knot to knot, 
to he measured along the side of the square, or 
seven inchCB, to he measured all round each 
such mesh, such measurements being taken in 
the clear when the Net is wet, in the tidal 
parts of the Rivor Shannon, or in the tidal 

K irts of any of the Rivers flowing into the said 
iver Shannon. 

Permitting the use of Nets in Lough Ree, having 
a mesh of live inches in the round measured 
when the Net is wet. 



Appenmji. 

Abstract of 
By-Laws, 
Orders, &c. 
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APPENDIX TO. THE REPORT OF THE 

Appendix, No. 3 — continued . 

Abstract of Bt-Laws, Orders, &c., made by the Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland 



to 3 let December, 1865. 



Place affected by 
and Date thereof. 



Cnstleraaine Estuary, Prohibiting, during the Salmon Close 
(27th Oct., 1858.) the use of Draft Mots having a foot-: 



Lough Nengh, 

(22nd April, HUG, 
md 34th Feb., 1860.) 



Galway River, Lough 
Corrib, &o., 

(24th July, 1846.) 

Clare and Clare-Gal- 
way or Turlough- 
nrore Rivers, Co. 

(22ndnec., 1862.) 

feeliu Estuary, 

(24th Feb., I860.) 



(81st DeOB-14.) 



Coasts of Wicklow 
aud Wexford, 
(22nd April, 1846. 



Wexford Coast. 
(8th April, 1862.. 



South-east Coast of 
Ireland, from 
Wicklow Head to 
Carnsoro Point, 

(1 1th April, 1865.) 

Cork Harbour, 

(28th Oct., 1853.) 



'•fa' '“■•••is cue o.iiiiiuu c,iose oeason, 
01 .-^raft blots having a loot-rope and 
leads or weights affixed thereto, in the Estuary 
of Gastleinaine inside the Bar of Inch. 
Permitting Pollen to be taken by Trammel or 
oet A ets composed of Thread or Yarn of a fine 
texture, not less than ten banks to the pound 
weight, doubled and twisted with a mesh of not 
less than one inch from knot to knot, from t! 
1st ol March to the 2.0 th September. 
Prohibiting the use of the Instrument, commonly 
1 called Strokehaul or Snatch, or any other such 
instrument, in River Galway, Loughs Corrib 
or Mask, or their Tributaries. 

Prohibi ting the use of Nets of any kind whnt- o- 
ever in any part of the Rivers known as t' 
Clare and the Chre-Galway or Tmlouglum 
Rivers, in the County of Galway, above t.m 
junction of the said Rivers with Lough Corrib, 
m the County of Galway. ’ 

Prohibiting the use of .Vets for the capture of 
Fish of any kind, with meshes of less than one 
inch from knot to knot (to be measured along 
the side of the square, or four inches to be 
measured all rouud each such mesh, such mea- 
surements being taken in the clear when the Net 
is wet), on that part of the coast of the County 
of Donegal inside, or to the North-east a ’ 
North of lines drawn from Ros-an Point 
Teelin Head, and from Teelin Head to Car 
gan Head, and from C'arrig.m Head to )lau- 
ross Point, nil in the Barony of Bannagli, and 
County of Donegal. 

| Within the Estuary of the Kcnmnre River, ii 
the County of Kerry, and eastward of a lin. 
drawn from the western point of Lamb’s Heat 
to the western point of Cod’s Head, the use o 
Trammel and other Moored Nets for the can 
turo of Sea Fisli is authorized and permitted 
from the hour of Three o’Clock in the A. ft L-r 
noou of any one day to Hie hour of Nin. 
o oiock in the Morning of the dav next follow- 
ing. during the mouths of October, November 
December, January, February, and March, iu 
each year ; and from the hour of Five o’Clock 
m the Afternoon of any one day to the lie 
Seven o Clock in the Morning of the da. ..... 
lowing during the months of April, Mav, j une, 
July, August, and September. ' 

OYSTERS. 

Permitting, during the mouth ..f Slav, the Dredg- 
ing for Oysters from any of the 'Public Beds 
below level of lowest wafer of Spring Tides o 
that part of the Coast between Wicfilow Hca 
and Raven Point, north of Wexford Hurb.m. 
for the purpose of replenishing aud supplying 
Artificial Oyster Beds or Layings, or o'tber 
Beds or Layings, the exclusive property of any 
person, but for no otter purjiosti ichuteccr. 
First.— All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters off the said Wexford Coast, 
south of Raven Point,shall cull ail such Oysters 
as may be takea of caught ; and shall not re- 
move from any Fishing Ground or Oyster Bed 
any Oyster of less dimensions than throe inches, 
at the greatest diameter thereof, and shall im- 
mediately throw hack into the Sea all Oysters 
ot loss dimensions than aforesaid, as well as all 
gravel and fragments of shells os shall he raised 
or taken while engaged in such fishing j and no 
person shall take from any Oyster Bed, Rock, 
btmud.or Shore, offsaid Wexford Const, south of 
Raven Point, any Oyster of less dimensions than 
three inches, at the greatest diameter thereof: 

i offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds. 

Second. All persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing luto the Sea, on any Oyster Bed, or 
Oyster Fishing Ground off the said Wexford 
Coast, the ballast of any boat, or any other 
matter or tiling injurious or detrimental to the 
Oyster Fishery; aud all persons acting contrary 
hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit aud pay 
a sum of Two Pounds. 

That the Close Time, during which it shall not be 
lawful to dredge for, take, catch, or destroy 
any Oysters or Oyster brood, on or off the 
south-east coast of Ireland, between Wicklow 
Head and Csirnsoro Point, shall lie between the 
00th April and the 1st October in each year. 

First.— That between the 1st May aud 1st Sep- 
ember, no boat shall have on hoard any dredge 
>r other implement for taking Oysters. I 



Nature of By-Law. 



Second.— Ever)- fisherman shall on tlm fi.v 
ground, cull all Oysters, and •n“i . fishu f 
any Oyster of less dimension,, „„„„ _ „ . 

a-luilt inches at the greatest diameter tWy 
ami shall throw back into the Sea nil ” f ! 
and fragments of shells as he slndl raise 
eugnged in such fishing. 

sL er3 ° US ““ l‘ r " llibited throwim. 

. t *'., heri " ° n au )' Oyster Bed or Oyster 
F ishing Ground, the ballast of any boat, ori'v 
Fishery ' ltt0r “ ‘ “ nS in J urious *° tlie Oyster 

Fourth.— No nerson shall, between Sunset and 
Sunrise dredge for, take, or catch any Oyster 
within the Harbour of Cork. 1 

F f be'^ mt !r W M TOen °f April and 

rw4 d - l N “ ve “ , ' , “ 11 ' any year, being the 
Close Season for Oysters in the said BavoCrra- 
lee, no boat, in the said Bay of Tralee, shall have 
on hoard any dredge or other implement for the 
taking of Oysters; and if, between the period" 
aforesaid, there shall be on board any heat any 
such dredge or other implement for the takinu 
of Oysters, the master or owner of such beal 
shall, for each such offence, forfeit and pay a 
sum of Five Pounds. 

Second.— All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Bay of Tralee, shall coll 
all such Oysters as may he taken or caught; 
and shall not remove from nny fishing ground 
or Oyster Bed auv Oyster of less dimeusio 
than two inches and one-half, at the great! 
diameter thereof, aud shall immediately tlire 
back into the .Sea all Oysters of less dimensions 
than aforesaid, as well as all gravel and frag- 
ments of shells as shall he raised ortakcu while 
engaged in such fishing; and no person shall 
take from any rock, strand, or shore of said 
Bay of Tralee, any Oyster of less dimension! 
than two inches aud ouo-liidf, at the "realesi 
iof; aud any person olfendi 



f respect 

Regulation shall, for 
pay n sum of Two Poi 
Third. — -All persons are hereby pr 

throwing into the Sea, oi 

Oyster Fishi 



uch offen 



By-Law, Rule" 
forfeit iu 



iy Oyst! 



Ire, tli 



ballast 



Achiil Sound, Cle 






... --J- ; -...mental to the Oyster 

fishery; and all poisons acting contrary hereto 
find!, lor each offence, forfeit and pay a sum 
of Two Pounds. ' - 



First — That between 
the 1st day of Octob_. ... 
Close Season for Oysters 



of April an 
in any year, being tli 
— said Cli 



- Clew Bay, 

Achiil Sound, and Blacksod Bay, no boat in 
the said Clew Bay, Acliill Sound, and Black- 
sod Bay, shall have on hoard any dredge or 
other implement for the taking of Oysters ; and 
if, between tlio periods aforesaid, there shall be 
on board any boat any such dredge or other 
implem entfoitlio taking of Oysters, the mas- 
ter or owner of such boat shaft for each such 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Five Pounds. 
Second.— AU persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Clew Bay, Achiil Sound, 
and Blacksod Bay, shall cull sill such Oysters J 
as may he taken or caught ; and shall not re- 1 
move from aDy Fishing Ground or Oyster Btd 
any Oyster of less dimensions than two inches 
and one-half, at the greatest diameter thereof, 
and shall immediately throw back into the Sea I 
all Oysters of less dimensions than aforesaid, 
as well as all gravel and fragments of shells ns 
shall he raised or taken while encaged in such 
fishing; ami no person shall take from any 
rock, strand, bed, or shore of said Clew Bar, , 
Achiil Sound, and Blacksod Bay, any Oyster 
of less dimensions than two inches and one- 
half, at the greatest diameter thereof; and any 
person offending in nny respect against this 
By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds. 
Third. — All persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed, or 
Oyster Fishing Ground ill said Clew Bay, 
Achiil Sound, and Blacksod Bav, the ballast if 
any boat, or any other mattor or thing injurious 
or detrimental to the Oyster Fishery; aud all 
persons acting contrary hereto shall, for each | 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds, 
Fourth. — No person shall, between sunset and 
sunrise, dredge for, take, or catch, nny Oysters 
within said Clew Bay, Acliill Sound, and 
Blacksod Bay; and every person acting con- 
trary hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit and 
pay a sum of Five Pounds. 
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Appendix, No. 3 — continued. Appjcnmx. 

Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., made by the Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland, Abstract °f 
to 31st December, 1865. Ordure, &c. 



Place affected by 
By-Law. 
and bale thereof. 


Nature of By-Law. 


Place affected by 
and Bate thereof. . 


Nature of By-Law. 


Clew Bar, Couutr 
Muvo. 

(lit April, 1865.) 

Carlingford Lnugh, 
(17th'April, 1860.) 


That, for the sole purpose of replenishing and 
supplying licensed Oyster beds and other Oyster 
lie, is. the exclusive property of ally person or 
parsons within Clew Bay alone, in the Couuty 
of Mayo, and for no other purpose whatever, 
it may be lawful for any person to dredge for 
and take Oysters from any natural pu'-li’c bed 
in the said Clew Bay lying below the level of 
the lowest water of spring tides, between the 
1st and 1 5th April and the 20th June and 1st 
October in each year, sueli periods being re- 
spectively included within the Close Time at 
prewnt fixed for the Oyster fisheries within 
tlie said Clew Bay : Provided always, that if 
any Oysters dredged or taken during such part 
of the Close Season shall he brought to shore, 
or sold or offered for sale, or he found in the 
possession of any person on land, or be used 
for auv other purpose than the replenishing or 
supplying any such artificial or other bed as 
aforesaid, every person so offending shall forfeit 
all such Oysters, and he subject and liable to 
the same penalties and forfeitures as by said 
first-recited Act (5 and 6 Vic.) prescribed in 
cases of offences against the provisions of the 
said first-recited Act lor tlie observance of the 
Close Season in respect of Oysters. 

First.— That between the 1st day of March and 
1st day of November in any year, it shall not 
be lawful for any person to dredge for, take, 
gatch, or destroy any Oysters or Oyster Brood 
within the said Lough of Carlingfo’rd, or off or 
from any of the shores or rocks of said Lough, 
and any person offending against this By-Law 
shall, for each such offence, forfeit and pay a 
sum of Five Pounds. 




Second. — That between the 1st day of March 
and the 1 st day of November in any year, no 
boat, in the said Lough of Carlingford, shall 
have on board any dredge or other implement 
for the taking of Oysters ; and if, between the 
periods aforesaid, there shall he on board any 
boat any such dredge or other implement for 
the taking of Oysters, the master or owner of 
such boat shall,'lor each sueli offence, forfeit 
and pay a sum of Five Pounds. 

Third. — All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Lough of Carlingford, 
shall cull all such Oysters as may be taken or 
caught ; and shall not remove from any Fish- 
ing Ground or Oyster Bed any Oyster of less 
dimensions than two inches and one-half, at the 
greatest diameter thereof, and shall imme- 
diately throw hack i n to the Sea all Oysters of les s 
dimensions than aforesaid, as well as all gravel 
and fragments of shells as shall be raised or 
taken -while engaged in such fishing: and no 
person shall take from any rock, strand, or 
shore of said Lough of Carlingford, anv Oyster 
of less dimensions than two inches and one- 
half, at the greatest diameter thereof; and 
any person offending in any respect against 
this By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, for 
each ^offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two 

F ourth. — All persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed, or 
Oyster Fishing Ground in the said Lough of 
Carlingford, the ballast of any boat, or any 
other matter or thing injurious or detrimental 
to the Oyster Fishery ; and all persons acting 
contrary hereto shall, for each offence, forfei t 
and pay a sum of Two Pounds. 



Appendix, No. 4. 



Abstract of Returns of Herring Fishery at Dunmore East, Waterford-. 





Average daily Number of 


loots 










Data. Weekending- 








Number of 


















Gross Receipts. 






Cornish. 


Scotch. Mam. 


Irish. 




per Mease. 


employed. 


1865. — June 3, . 
,, 10 , . 




30 3 

SO 3 


65 

65 


3,600 

3,600 


£ s. d. 
1 0 0 


if* 


6 days. 










1,800 


1 0 0 


1,800 0 0 


3 ., 






• 




9,000 





9,000 0 0 





m about the proportions stated m the columns. The fish w • < . . “ ere 



OBSERVATIONS. 



-ery fine, hut so rich as to render it difficult ti 



*■*-* - «*r 

thS'fciA" preiS.* 1 " W "“ b “ “ M ”” “* h * h « “■> “ *«* tat to til. Oita, weather 

Edward H. Ai.cock, Harbour Master. 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OE THE 

Appendix, No. 4 — continued. 

Abstract of Rbtdrns of Herring Fishery at Hovmi between the 27th May, 1865 and oq r< , ^ , 

1865, furnished and autnenticated by the Inspecting Commander and' Harbour Master DeCember ’ 



Date. Weekending— 


AnT 


go daily 


dumber 


of Heats 


Number 
of Mease e 


Average Pri 


Gross Receipts. 


Number of 




Cornisl 


Seotcl 


ManX 


Irish. 




ef G35 Fish 


omployod. 


1865. 


















June 3, 




57 


3 


27 


8 


3 0 0 


24 0 0 


3 days. 


„ 10, 


, 


46 


2 


12 


60 


2 18 1 


168 8 0 


5 .. 


„ 17, 


1 


63 


9 


35 


1,640 
















oO 


2,930 


0 15 4 


2,245 10 0 


5 ” 


July 1, 


104 


120 


12 


86 


1,450 


1 8 7 


2,074 10 0 


5 » 


8, . 


130 


120 


8 


90 


4,800 


1 10 1 


7,230 0 0 


5 .. 


„ 15, 


150 


100 


4 


90 


2,804 


1 11 7 


4,436 0 0 


5 » 


„ 22, 


100 


106 


3 


86 


3,160 
















95 


350 


1 10 7 


635 0 0 




August 5, 


3 


67 




90 


1,810 


1 10 4 


2,745 0 0 


* » 


12, . 




21 




20 


1,840 


1 0 2 






„ 26, 










2,300 


1 5 0 


2,877 10 0 


1 ” 














4,636 15 0 


” 


September 2, 




80 




113 


3,715 


0 17 7} 
















220 


1 2 6 






i .. 18, 




25 




45 


620 


0 15 6J 
























October 7, 




18 


*5 


48 


2,700 

2,720 


1 0 6 
1 2 » 


2,768 10 0 
3,049 0 0 


5 

4 „ 


1 .. !•*, . 




20 


63 


80 


1,040 


1 7 7 


1,435 5 0 


4 „ 


j „ 21, 




30 


120 


91 


576 


1 13 7} 


968 0 0 


4 •„ I 


» 28, 




20 


120 


62 


1,770 


1 2 6} 


1,997 0 0 


5 „ F 


November 4, 




20 


74 


40 


6,104 


0 14 7 i 


3,733 11 0 


„ V 


.. n. • 

„ 18, . 




20 


.100 


82 


16,180 


0 12 ] 








. B 




ob 


4,420 


0 15 OJ 


3,319 10 0 


4 „ V 


.. 25, . 




8 


12 


50 


2,020 


0 15 9} 


1,597 10 0 


„ V 


December 2, 




4 


4 


47 


1,430 


0 17 6J 


1,255 5 0 


s 


9, • 








15 


245 


1 0 10} 


255 10 0 


3 „. V 


n 18, . 








23 


830 


0 17 5 
















55 


0 17 3} 


47 10 0 


2 „ S 


• Totals, . 










72,913 




72,134 4 0 1 


29 days. 


Average numbers') 


















and amounts per 1 


22 


47 


21 












day, for the 129 [ 
working days, J 




565 


0 19 9} 


559 3 7 






1 





| On 3rd inst. twenty boats out 

herrings captured. A few J ° r h/l hreo l 
made a trial two or three timL .i bor 
beforelast, but took littIeor no fi s h andco 
sequently a great number left forDunaiore 
Fish small brat tliree days. Vcrvfioo 
Inst two days. y flne fish 

Very fine fish. 

K bfu.°M St tta 2i "' *«”> "I,' 

ooats did not go to sea— strong winds 
The fish in prime order. Two-thirds of tile 
Cormsh boats left for Kingstown. On the 
30th ult. it blew a fresh gale from the 
nets 1—SeV<!ral b ° atS l0St P oruons of tl 
Very good fish on the 4 th and 8th ; 6th and 1 
7 1 i fish not so good. Strong winds on the 

SiXiiS? of 

Fish good Strong gale of wind from south 
on Saturday 15tll ; a great number of boats 
could not haul their nets till Sunday. One 
boat (ilarquis of Bute, Greenock,) lost, 
all hands saved. 

Very good fish. 

Very good fish. Fresh gales on the „, u , 
only one boat ([English) out, and got twenty 
mease, which is not in average. 

Very fine fish. On the 31st July only su 
boats (Irish) went to sea, and on the 1st 
August o do. All the fish landed here this 
week were caught be tween Carlingford and 
the Isle of Man. 

Small fish. 

Very good fish. 

fish very good anc. CA uupbouo uay on 
which they were small. On 22nd several 
boats lost part of their trains, two Scotch 
boats lost all but two pieces; one of them l 
bad thirty-five mease in the two pieces, if 1 
she could have got all her nets she would 
have had 300 mease. One boat had 150 
mease The owner (Isaac) of the two 
boats alluded to lost £400 worth of nets, 
isii not very good, 
jsh not very good-small, 
isli not so good — very small 



^whichprevented fishing, except very trifling. 
?ish not so good as last week. Strong gales; 
only six or seven boats out two of these 
days. 

fish small during this week. On the 25th 
all the boats returned without fisliing ex- 
cept five. On the 27th no boats out from. 
Ilowth, hut nine boats from Balbrigganf 
brought to Howth 500 mease, and on the’ 
2sth the fleet returned, having in many 
ookoo lost their nets ; N.E. gales. . 

. jood fish. Some of the fleet went to. 
Balbriegan and Skerries on 3 1st October.' 



o boats out ; fresh gales, 
me fish small, others very good. The 
Scotch and Manx boats left here this week. 
r food fish. No boats out three Bays! 
veelc ; fresh gales, 
it very good. 

gules; no boats out four days thisj 



S >* ~ prerated by .Ire,, rf 

" * t ”» «» «•>»»< Bre-ii b«. «c™te»dly.«rab„bf.b. 
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Appendix, No. 4 — continued. 

Abstract of Herring Fishery at Ardglass during 1864 and 1865. 
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Number o 
Irish, anr 


Number 


Gross iciomt 
; realized. 


Number 

employed. 


53 


56 


£ s. d. 
56 13 0 












112 


879 


988 0 0 




226 


1,560 


1,837 16 0 


4 .. 


200 


1,602 


1,624 12 0 


5 „ 


4118 


2,360 


2,244 12 0 




531 


2,802 


2.354 2 0 


5 


295 


1,870 


1,460 2 0 




642 




1.907 14 0 


6 


324 


1,224 


1,011 4 0 


3 n 


212 


592 


623 0 0 




153 


140 


179 13 0 




- 


15,912 


14,578 10 0 


- 


78 




21 7 3 


ado -c 


103 


31 


47 15 0 




127 


254 


357 4 0 




604 


1.922 


1,592 8 0 




409 


2,812 


1,968 16 0 






1,342 


1,239 16 0 




666 


2,848 


2,717 16 0 




!JI 


844 


1,078 16 0 


5 .. 


475 


2,073 


2,224 17 0 


6 „ 


434 


3.949 


3,749 4 0 




394 


2,073 


1,593 16 0 




254 


1,338 


1.412 9 0 


5 » 


214 


1,366 


1,319 14 0 






1,078 


993 6 0 


5 .. 


80 


447 


385 16 0 


2 „ 


100 


56S 


554 10 0 


5 „ 


19 


150 


143 4 0 


* „ 




23,050$ 


21,450 16 3 





OBSERVATIONS. 



The , Shamrock of Killough lias had two of the best takes 



There are some Scotch boats fishing, and some of the owners 
have cleared several hundreds of pounds sterling already. 



Some of the boats did not go out this week on account of a 
Last week of the season. 

For year 18(54 the total amount realized, £14,578 10s. 

First week of the season. 



The fish were all sold fresh, and taken to different markets, 
chietiy by land carriage, through province of Ulster ; but 
when there have been large “ takes' considerable quantities 
have gone to Liverpool by steamboat. 



The greatest number of boats in the harbour at any one 
time was about 220, the numbers iu column 2 being the 
total numbers of times the boats came in from fishing. 



For the year 1865 the total amount realized, £21,450 16s. 3 <1 

Owing to the great clemency of this season (1865) the fishing 
was prolonged six weeks, thus gaining thousands of pounds 
sterling, which otherwise must have been lost had not the 
weather been favourable, ns the present state of the harbour 
prevents vessels coming iu in very rough weather without 
a great risk being rpn both as to loss of life and property. 



Appendix, No. 5.. appehmj 

List of Licences Granted by the Commissioners to Plant Oyster Beds, tip to 31st December 1865 I,ico " C1 -’ 8 to 

x ’ plant Oyste 

I I — 1 1 Beds. 



1846. 

5th November, 
7th December, 
1848. 
9th June, 

1851. 



1853. 

vonrl September, 

1854. 

1st July, . 

1 5th November, 
15th November, 

1855. 

ISth July, 

1S56. 

noth July, 
list August, . 



J. 0. Wood house, esq., 

Burton Bindon, esq., . 
Hon. David Plunket, . 
J. K. Boswell, esq., . 

John Richards, esq., . 



Traroore Bay, county Mayo, 
Monroughrony, county Mayo, . 

Off Daurus Point, county Kerry, 

Estuary of Kenmare River, county Kerry, 
Do. do. 

BalHsodare Bay, county Sligo, . 

Clew Bay, county Mayo, . 

Mulroy Bay, county Donegal, . 

I Carlingford Lough, county Louth, . 
Ivillary Harbour, county Mayo, 

1 Ballyconnelly Bay, county Galway, . 

Blacksod Bay, county Mayo, . . 

Bear Haven, county Cork, 

Ardbear Bay, couuty Galway, . 



0 0 
2 28 



3 10 
0 0 
0 0 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 

Appendix, No. 5 — continued. 

List of Licences Granted by the Commissioners to Plant Oyster Beds, up to 31st December, 



1865. 



3rd February, 
3rd February, 
3rd February, 
13th February, 
llth May, 

4th October, . 
9th October, . 
14th November, 
1862. 

10th January, 
1862. 

1 4tli February, 
3rd March, 

6th March, 

1863. 

29th May, 

1864. 

2nd February 
5th April, 

10th June, 
loth June, 

.30th Septembei 
3 1st October, 

3 1 st October, 
3lst October, 
31st October, . 
Util November, 
1 1th November, 
3 1 st December, 
3 1 st December, 
3 1 st December, 
31st December, 
31st December, 

1865. 

13th April, . 
13th April, 

29th April, 

1 2th May, 

2nd November, 
2nd Novembei 
1st December, 
1st December, 
1st December, 



1st December, 
1st December, 
1st December, 
1st December, 



Thomas Eccles, esq., . 



Rev. R. H. Wall, 

Knight of Kerry, 

Captain W. Houston, 
William M'Cormick, esq., 
Edward Browne, esq., 

M. C. Cramer, esq., . 
Ebenezer Pike; esq., . 
William Pike, esq., . 

William Forbes, esq., . 

Robert W. C. Reeves, esq., 
James Walker, esq., . 
Edmund Power, esq., 

George Clive, esq., m.p., . 

Lord Fortescue, . 

Lord Wallseourt, 

Colonel C. M. Vandeleur, st.i 
A. W. Wyndham, esq., 
Captain George Austin, 

John Kendall, esq., . 

I Robert T. Atkins, esq., 

R. E. L. Atiiy, esq., . 

P. M. Lynch, esq., . 

A. Boate, esq., . 

J. R. Dower, esq., 

Captain W. F. Barry, 

C. P. Archer, esq., 

T. Young Prior, esq., 

P. Macauley, esq., 

Colonel F. A. K. Gore, 



Marquess of Sligo, 

Sir Robert Gore Booth, 

Right Hon. John Wynne, . 
Lord Baron Veutry, . 

Law Life Assurance Societv, 
Marquess of Sligo, . I 
Most Rev. Dr. M‘Hale, 
Thomas M-Carthy Collins, esq. 
| Marquess of Sligo, 

I John Obins Woodhouse, esq., 

’ Captain Acheson, 

Richard J. Verschoyle, esq., 

I Richard Mahony, esq., 

I Mr. Robert M'Keown, 



Glengariffe Harbour, county Cork 



Streamstown and Cleggan Bays, co. Galway 
lullary Harbour, county Galway, . ' 

Marinin and Ardbear Bays, county Galway 
Valencia Harbour, county Kerry, . . 

Kill ary Harbour, county 'Mayo,' . | 

. Achill Sound, county Mayo, 

Ballinakill Harbour, county GaUvay,' 

1 Oyster Haven, county Cork, . 

Lough Mahon, Estuary of Lee, county Cork 
Achill Sound, county Mayo, . . ’ 

Mweenish Bay, county Galway, 

Clonderlaw Bay, county Clare, 

Belfast Lough, Carriekfergus, . 

Tramore Bay, county Waterford, 

Achill Sound, county Mayo, 

Tramore Bay, county Waterford, 

Galway Bay, county Galway, . 

■ 1 oulnasherry Bay, county Clare, 

Newport Bay, county Mayo, 

1 Westport Bay, county Mayo, . 
Ardbearand Mannin Bays, county Galwav 
I Lough Hyne, county Cork, 

| Galway Bay, county Galway, . 

Galway Bay, county Galway, . 

Dungarvan Harbour, county Waterford, 
Dungarvan Harbour, county Waterford, 
Glandore Harbour, county Cork, 

Ballinakill Harbour, county Galway, 
Ballinakill Harbour, county Galway, 
Ballinakill and Barnaderg Bays, co. Galway 
Killala Bay, county Mayo, 

j Clew Bay, county Mayo, .... 
Drumclitf Bay, county Sligo, . 

Sligo Bay, county Sligo, . 

Dingle Harbour, county Kerry, 

Clew Bay, county Mayo, . 

Clew Bay, county Mayo, . 

Shores of Achill Island, county Mayo, 
Roarmgwater Bay, county Cork, 

Clew Bay, county Mayo, . 

Cnrliugford Lough, county Louth, ! 
Ballinakill Harbour, county Galway, 

■ Bailisodare Bay, county Sligo, . 

Kenmare Estuary, county Kerry, 

Killary Harbour,' .... 




Note.— T o all licences granted since the 2nd Fel.ruarv 1 
■within a specified time, and to the satisfaction of the ConuSssic 



20 0 0 
47 0 0 
1,676 0 0 



112 0 0 
137 0 0 
270 0 0 



Appendix. APPENDIX, No. 6. 

“St"d, 0f LKK,SED ° TSIm P S” S „, and-their Resets, m communicated by the 

7 , . Persons who obtained the Licences or by tbeir representatives. 

M -T °*r / ' ls( ’J w y es 33, 34. Monroughrony. in some measures for tlie better promotion of fisheries 
y agen , Mr. ^ Thompson, of Belmullet, has for- in Ireland. If so, perhaps you may be aware of its 
warded me your letter of the above number and date, provisions, and can advise whether it would be better 
ine licence grunted was to my late father, Colonel to wait for them or to take steps at once. In the latter 
ii 'wo i s agent ; for a long time past he has been in case I should be much obliged if you would acquaint 

bad health, and lately died. The property and fore- *• ’ -- ’ ’ •- 

shore m question is now vested in myself and Major 
.bcott, as trustees under my father's will, for a minor 
We aye anxious to re-establish these beds, the produce 
of which, we are given to understand, was of a very 
fine quality ; but during the latter years of Mr. Lyons’s 
me he neglected them, allowed people to dredge them 
whenever they liked, so that they have been very 
materially damaged. Our present agent, Mr. Thomp- 



™ juuuu uuugcu ii you woiuu acquauiu 
me with the form of proceeding to have this bed regis- 
tered in the names of the trustees, and put under legal 
protection. It is a great pity that on a coast so very 
suitable, as I am informed, for the production of 
oysters, they should not be more cultivated; but to 
protect the beds from the depredations of a people veiy 
loose in their notions of meum and tuum, stringent 
law is required. 

The property of Monroughrony, for which a licence 



. t '-'ur present agent, Mr. Thomp- ->-iie property oi Monroi. & .... „ 

son, as called our attention to this, and to the neces- was granted to Mr. Lyons, as by letter 7th December, 
si y o getting them put under proper legal protection. 1846, never belonged to him .; it was at that time the 

see, in reply to a question put in the House of Com- l&t® Colonel Kirkwood’s, 
mom, it a the intention of tie Government to bring 14 April, 1866. Towsson) Kimvoon 
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Beds Nos. 7 and 35. — Clew Bay. 

Gentlemen, — I am glad to say my report of this 
year’s operations on the licensed beds in Clew bay 
must differ but little from the last. 

I have continued to purchase as largely as possible 
from the fishermen of the neighbourhood, and have ex- 
pended a larger capital this year than last. I have 
again found a good supply of spat upon the bed where 
it had been worked during the spring and summer, 
and very far larger in quantity than fell upon the 
public grounds near, though there was a veiy fair spat 
throughout the bay. The yield of oysters this year 
has exceeded that of last year by about a half, and the 
price has nearly doubled; and this quantity would 
have been largely increased but for one of the worst 
winters known for twenty-five years in Clew bay, 
which prevented the men working. 

I am happy to say my prophesy has been fulfilled — 
“that new beds would bs discovered” — some twenty- 
five new beds have been found, and if the people could 
be induced to work them in the early sjjring a splendid 
fishery must ensue. 

There is one subject to which I must allude, as it is 
of the greatest moment, both to the prosperity of the 
fisheries of Ireland as well as those who have invested 
capital in licensed beds. I have certainly believed 
that it is for the Commissioners to inquire, and then 
grant or refuse a licence, but that after a judicial in- 
quiry, and the licence once grouted, the licence would 
be good against the world. I have been, however, 
much surprised to hear it laid down as lam in the 
Assize Could:, that before any steps could be taken 
against a trespasser the owner must prove that the 
Commissioners right’ ij grouted the licence, and that it 
is quite within the power of a Judge of assize to decide 
and declare the licence to be wrongly granted, and, 
therefore, void. This is bad enough, but it is worse 
when a Stipendiary Magistrate gravely undertakes to 
question the right of the Commissioners to grout a 
licence, and then gives his opinion that they had no 
right to do so. 

It must be apparent that no sane person would take 
a licence under such circumstances, and invest a capital 
of thousands on a piece of ground when such improper 
ideas are held, and where the dictum of a magistrate 
upon a point that does not come at all within his juris- 
diction, may cause his whole capital of thousands of 
pounds to be swept off in a few days. No deadlier 
eouroe could be pursued to prevent the introduction 
and fostering of the oyster fishery in Ireland, where 
hundreds of bays are better fitted for it than the estu- 
ary of the Thames. I trust that the Commissioners 
will give this matter the consideration it deserves, and 
take such steps as they may deem to be necessary. 

I am glad to report a very marked improvement in 
the condition of the fishermen of the bay, and a large 
increase in the number of boats, and particularly in 
their fittings and gear, consequent on the outlay of 
money and the increase of the grounds, but I much 
fear that their prejudice against working th em in 
spring and summer will not be overcome for years, to 
the very great detriment to the fishery. 

Valuable evidence upon this point will be found in 
the minutes of evidence taken by the Commissioners 
of Sea Fisheries at ‘Whitstable and Essex, as .well as 
that given by D. Russell, page 1329, et seq. 

16 April, 1866. George Austin. 



Beds Nos. 8 and 56. — Mulroy and Carlingford Bays. 

I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of in- 
quiry respecting the licences granted to me for oyster 
layings in Mulroy water and Carlingford Bay, and 
should have replied sooner but waiting for the ascer- 
tainment of the ground to be licensed in Carlingford 

I now beg to say that shortly after obtaining the 
licence for Mulroy water of the 22nd September, 1853, 
I had a considerable portion of the ground planted 



with oysters brought from Lough Swilly, but I regret 
to say they did not succeed as I expected. Having 
lately obtained a good deal of information on the sub- 
ject of oyster culture, I propose to re-stock the beds, 
and will communicate the result to you in a further 
letter. 

As for the licence for Carlingford Bay of 1st De- 
cember, 1865, I have already explained to the Com- 
missioners the difficulty as to my licence not including 
the part of the shore most favourable for an oyster 
bed; that is to say, the shore down to low-water 
mark at low spring tides, which was intended to be 
licensed ; and as I hope to obtain a further licence for 
the omitted ground very shortly, I have put off 
doing anything at the place until the mistake is 
rectified. 

14 April, 1866. J. o. Woodhouse. 

Bed No. 10. — Killary Harbour. 

In reply to your letter of the 23rd ultimo, the Hon. 
p. Flunket regrets that he is unable to report any 
improvement in his oyster fishery, and begs to refer you 
to his communication of last year, for what he believes 
to be the rouse. He is, however, unwilling to give it 
up as hopeless, without making another effort, and 
therefore he intends Hying down this year, by way of 
experiment, a small quantity of oysters in a bed nearer 
the shore, which seems very suitable for their produc- 
tion, ami will at least have the advantage of being more 
out of the run of the tide, and less exposed to shifting 
sands. 

19 Feb., 1866. Robert O’Callaghan, Clk. 

Beds Bos. 14 mul 36. — Ardbear and Mannin Bags. 

Sir, — Upon receipt of your circular of the 23rd of 
January, I wrote to my steward for information to 
enable me to reply to you. He was ill, and I did 
not receive Ins reply until after the date named in your 
circular, as that on which you would have to make 
your report. 

In reply to your letter now received, I beg to say 
that as well on the ground granted to Dr. Foreman 
as on my own, I have taken steps for cleaning and 
stocking farther portions of the beds, and that the 
oysters are doing well. 

I find it most difficult to purchase young oysters in 
sufficient quantity. 

I have not yet attempted to market any, and I do 
not propose to do so until I have greatly extended the 
beds, which I hope to do gradually, as I can procure 
brood. 

12 April, 1866. John Kendall. 

Bed No. 15. — Glengariffe Harbour. 

In answer to your kind inquiries respecting the oyster 
fisheries of this locality, I beg leave to state, that in 
consequence of the quantity of weed, called wool, which 
at this season covers the whole of our bed, the oysters 
have not sufficient air. I enclose a specimen of same. 
However, the oysters are doing well. I have not dis- 
posed of any since the licence has been granted. J. R. 

B. esq., who has lately been here, has measured some 
of mine, 4x6. 

I intend placing poles, so as to avoid the wool inter- 
fering with the spat. 

There are many places in our little harbour where 
oysters may be propagated with success, had it not been 
for the way the place is left to the public at large, who 
take them off the rocks by the thousand, and dispose 
of them to men who come from Cork at la. Gd., 2s. 
and 3s. per hundred. In some parts of Glengavriffe 
harbour you may find bunches of oysters, as mioiv as 
sixteen together, attached to an old stick. 

Our landed proprietor, Lord Bantry, is very kind, 
and does not prevent the poor from making what they 
can, and they abuse his indulgence by taking away the 
oysters before they are half the size for market sale. 
Received 27 January, 1866. John Eccles. 
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Bed No. 17 . — Killary Harbour. 

I but this past received your letter of the 11th, 
relative to my oyster beds in the Killary bay, county 
Galway. I did not suppose your former communi- 
cation of 23rd January required an immediate reply, 
and deferred one until I should be enabled to visit 
and test the beds, -which I did last week, and found 
that on a particular part of the shore they were pro- 
gressing most favourably, while on others, from tlie 
strong tide and want of shelter, they bad compara- 
tively failed. 

Immediately after obtaining the Commissioners’ 
licence for these oyster b'eds, I bought 70,000 oysters in 
the neighbourhood of Westport aud Newport, and put 
them out on the shore of my property in the Kil- 
leries. Very many, from the power of the tide, &c., 
were thrown back and lost ; but where they have kept 
hold and succeeded, they ai-e, I suppose, the finest 
oysters to be seen anywhere. Lord Oranmore, who 
held my lodge last year for a short time late in the 
autumn, says the same ; and I have every hope that, 
although the success lias been local and not general, 
that yet every .year improvement will take place. 

Your letter being directed to Monkstown reached 
me here but this post. 

Brookhill, Claremorris, is my usual abode and ad- 
dress. 

14 April, 1866. A. C. Lambert. 



of the 24th of February, 1865, and the difficulty of 
bringing the parties in these illegal acts to justice' the 
banks are greatly injured by the close lisbinp ailc i tU 
y..mig oysters being carried away to the countv Clare 
banks. I would beg to suggest that an order should 
issue from the Commissioners to prohibit ovster 
in Ballinakill Bay for one or two years, and thf 
meantime a better system for the culture and preser 
vation of oysters may be devised. The nominal price 
here is about 17 s. a barrel (tar ban-el), but for the 
reasons I have mentioned, the produce, no doubt will 
prove to be small. Men are offered 4s. a ban-el for 
dredging ; however, it is not easy to procure them, even 
at higher wages, as they prefer running the risk of 
stealing, which brings them in more money, hut unfor- 
tunately is rapidly exhausting the banks. 

27 January, 1866. Edward Browne. 



Bed No. 23 . — Oyster Haven. 

Your communication with respect to the oyaterfishery 
has followed me here. I beg to inform you that I have 
not laid down any oysters, as the beach at low-water, 
being muddy, is unfavourable to them. I should feel 
very much obliged by being informed which would be 
the best localities to visit in England to see how mat 1 era 
are conducted, as the beach at Oysterhaven must be 
artificially prepared.* 

26 February, 1866. M. C. Cramer. 



Bed No. 18 . — Mannin and Ardbear Bays. 

Since last year’s report, written by my father, I have 
to inform yon that last spring I attempted the expei-i- 
ment of preserving the spat of the oysters by fencing 
off a portion of the sea, where hitherto there was a 
great cm-rent,aud having deposited about 10,000 oysters 
for the purpose, and laid down about fifty boats of 
shingle gravel, with several large bundles of faggots 
submerged below low-water mark, I am happy to say 
that my exei-tions were not altogether unfruitful, as I 
have obsex-ved a good deal of the young oysters deposited 
on the shingle. I have not as yet raised the faggots, 
as the weather 1ms been too severe ; but on the whole, 
I may fairly say I have had a partial success, but not 
anything at all to what I had been led to believe, from 
having read the different repoi-ts from French sources 
published by the Comnxissionei-s. 

26 January, 1866. "Walter S. Wall. 

Bed No. 19. — Valencia Harbour. 

Sir, — In reply to your letter of 11th instant, which 
followed me here, I beg to say that I have done no- 
thing to the oyster beds in question beyond planting 
out a quantity of oysters which I brought from Mr. 
Bland’s beds at Sneein. I am, however, now in cor- 
respondence with a gentleman whom I met in travel- 
ling (Captain Austin, of Cautex-bury), who is largely 
concerned in oyster beds, both in the Thames aud on 
the Irish coast, aud who led me to expect a visit from 
him at Valencia. He told me that he did not think 
the Sneem oysters were the best suited to my purpose, 
and suggested that I should import some either from 
Tralee or Ballydehob, and if I can get him to come 
to Valencia and view the ground selected, and if he 
gives a favourable opinion of it, I intend to follow his 
advice and make an importation from one or other of 
the above places. 

P. Fitzgerald, 

19 April, 1866. Knight of Kerry. 



Bed No. 24 . — Lough Malion. 

I am in i-eceipt of yours of 23i-d, respecting the oyster 
beds and fishery. I am sorry to say the channel inside 
the railway bridge is still changing, and making a new 
course, which moves the mud, and has, I fear, smothered 
all the oysters which I laid down in the old channel. 
I fear it will be some time yet before the run of the 
tide cuts the new channel so as to stop the shifting of 
the mud. 

25 January, 1866. Ebenezer Pike. 

Bed No. 25 . — A chill Sound. 

Sir, — In reply to youi-s, which, owing to domestic 
events was overlooked, I have to state that I have laid 
more oystei-s in the beds granted to me. 

I find that some planted in shallow water have bred 
well last season, and I hope that in a year or two the 
beds will become profitable. 

I have already had offers from English companies 
to take the beds on hire, but have as yet declined to 
let them. 

The beds are extensive, and they require all the 
oysters I have to lay them properly. I have not, 
therefore, sold any this year. 

16 April, 1866. "William Pike. 

Bed No. 26 . — Mweenish Bay. 

In answer to your letter of 23rd ultimo, requiring a 
report upon my oyster beds, I beg to state, for the 
information of the Board, that they were thriving to 
my satisfaction for two years. But unfortunately I 
was taken seriously ill the year before last, and had to 
leave home for change of air, and was absent above a 
year. On my return I found my oysters nearly all 
gone, evidently plundered ; hut the few that are left 
have. grown well, and there is an appearance of young 

13 February, 1866. W. Forbes. 



Bed No. 22 . — Ballinakill Harbour. 

In reply to your circular letter of the 23rd instant, 
I have to remark, that in consequence of the very un- 
favourable state of the weather for some time back, the 
oyster fishery in Ballinakill Bay has as yet been little 
proceeded with ; but from the continued practice of 
stealing oysters, referred to in my last communication 



Bed No. 28 . — Bedfast Lough. 

In l-eply to your communication of 23rd instant, 
addressed “Janies Walker, Knockugh, Can-ickfergus," 
relative to the subject of the oyster fisheries, I have to 
say that, owing to the absence of that gentleman since 
May, 1864, and the probability of bis rem ainin g for 
some years in Natal, nothing has since been done in the 



* Informed that "Whitstable, in. Kent, is one of the most important places to, see -the progress o£ the Oyster Fishery. 
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way of developing beds granted to him by licence of collectors in the oyster-park. As, however there has 
dth March, 1862 ; but I was informed by parties in been an unquestionable, though, as far as I could 
the neighbourhood that his experiments had been un- ascertain, a very limited fall of spat on the adj oining 
successful, owing to the water being too much disturbed, grounds of Mr. Power, of Tramore, I am encouraged 
so that the spawn was continually swept away by the to look forward hopefully to the future. °< 

Since my last report I have constructed a second 



As I have no experience whatever regarding oyster 
fisheries, I regret that I cannot offer yon any observa- 



tions or suggestions. 
25 January, 1866. 



Bed No. 29.- 



William Hartley. 



ore Bay. 

I should have replied to your communication of the 
23rd January, but had very little to add, either new or 
progressive, to my report for the previous year relative 
to my proceedings on the subject of oyster culture. 
There has been little or no spat in my beds last season, 
which is, you are aware, a general complaint. I regret 
to say that in the process of dredging and cleaning out 
the oyster beds I discovered that upwards of 25 per- 
cent. of the largest and best oysters have been de- 
voured by such enemies as the whelk, starfish, &c., 
they having eaten away the fish, leave the shells united 
but open. I hope I shall be able next year to furnish 
the Commissioners with an account of the favourable 
results of some experiments I am about malting. The 
oysters I send for sale to Waterford continue to give 
the same satisfaction. I am selling them for 6s. the 
hundred, and would get even more if I demauded it. 
Since my last report I have procured from the Wex- 
ford oyster beds close on one hundred thousand brood 
oysters, supplied by Mr. Mathew Duigau, who gave 
me much satisfaction iir my dealings with him. 

1-1 April, 1866. Edmond Power. 

Bed No. 30 . — A chill Bound. 

The licence granted to mo in 1S63 was so restricted 
as t<> be totally useless, and I have taken no proceed- 
ings whatever thereupon. It does not even enable me 
to protect my own shores from depredation, much less 
to interfere with the system which is rapidly putting 
an end to the oyster fishery on my part of the coast.* 

See note. Geo. Clive. 

25 January, 1866. 

Bed No. 31 . — Tramore Buy. 

In reply to the circular of the Commissioners of Sea 
Fisheries for Ireland, requesting a statement of my 
proceedings with reference to the licence granted to 
Lord Fortescue on February 2nd, 1864, and of the 
results that have followed, I beg to state that the 
oysters hud down by me, both in the open channel and 
in a park tunnel, in a part of the foreshore which is 
only laid bare at spring-tides, have alike done well. 

None of the oysters have been disposed of for Side, 
both on account of the short tune since the stock was 
laid down and of my views for their eventual multi- 
plication, for wliioh the locality appears to have greatc 
natural advantages than for fattening. This ' ' 



oyster-park on the foreshore adjoining the one I formed 
last year, and I have just been informed of the safe 
arrival and laying down of a fresh consignment of 
oysters I ordered from Wexford before leaving Ireland. 

10 February, 1866. D. F. Fortescte. 



In 

granted 



Bed No. 32 .— Galway Bay. 
pliance with yours, as regards the licence 



Vo,-, r , L °, rd Wallsooul ' fc oa the Gth of April, 

1804, 1 have the pleasure of informing yon that many 
experienced gentlemen inspected our oyster beds at 
Ardfry. I give you a copy of a report of one of those 
gentlemen, Leonard Wray, esq., of Eagle Lodge, 
Jrtamsgate, Kent England, proprietor of native oyster 
fisheries on the Kent and Essex coasts 

“Ardfry, 7th November, 1865. 

T °- da y 1 had the pleasure of inspecting the oyster fish- 
eries now established on the estate of Lord Wallseourt here, 
anil l must say that a more successful effort in creating a 
most valuable property has never come under my observa- 
tion either in England. Scotland, or Ireland. 

“ Owning property of this description myself, I can better 
appreciate the very intelligent labours of Lord Wallseourt's 
agent, Mr. keaven, who in so short a time has effected 
so great an increase in the value of this estate. The Ardfry 
waters seem to me to be especially adapted to the breeding 
of oysters. The shores, as well as the deeper water, even 
now abounding in young oysters produced by the stuck laid 
down but very recently by Mv. Keaven. 

“As a breeding ground this portion of the waters of the 
estate strikes me as being of espedul value ; other grounds 
better adapted to fattening puiposes no doubt exist on the 
property, and in choosing these I feel sure that Mr. Keaven 
will exhibit the same sound judgment and discrimination 
which has already lul him to so successful a result in estab- 
lishing good breeding grounds. I have a real pleasure in 
bearing testimony to the interesting facts which I have 
witnessed here to-day. 

“ (Signed,) Leonard Wray.” 

Now, for myself; a man of fifty years, who lived in 
this part all my life, except five years on the conti- 
nent of Europe— seeing such heaps of oyster .Amiy 
round Lord Wallseourt’s estates, and particularly in 
parts cut away by the sea, I, with many others,' con- 
cluded that^at a period now unknown an oyster fishery 
must have existed on the shores adjoining his lordship's 
estates. On the present nobleman coming of age in 
1862, 1 impressed on his lordship and his then agent 
and receive!-, John H. Blake, esq., the propriety of 
establishing an oyster fishery, and the suitable portions 
of the shore adjoining his lordship’s estates. 

His lordship and all, seeing the probability of a 
success, and having such good faith in the Commis- 
sioners, went to work in as earnest a manner as pos- 
sible, purchased as much seed as might be expected by 
a youth and landlord just come of age, built a watch- 
tower at the west point of Ardfry; purchased a detec- 



. 0 0 - 3 opinion 

is founded on the change the form of the oyster under- 
goes when removed (young) from the Wexford beds. — w } } a ucwa > 

The foreshore and sea-bottom adjacent to Wexford is five galley, with other boats suitable for the purpose; 
of a rich clay, on which the oyster thrives greatly, and purchased buoys, chains, <5rc., to define our extreme 
preserves to the last the symmetrical form of its shells, bounds ; have men and hooker employed on Galway 
which very much resembles that of the London docks to guard ns on that quarter; have strand bailiffs, 
“ Natives,” on a large scale. This form the young with many hands, lifting oysters from parts not suit- 
oyster loses in great measure when removed to the able and putting on sound ground. 

Ehinesbach waters, and it is replaced by one much In short, we did all without much ado hitherto 
coarser and less shapely, which deteriorates the value and hope soon to benefit by same, by hairing employ- 
of the oyster, though, as far as I can judge, the excel- ment for such as require same on the Ardfry estates, 
lmme of its flavour remains unimpaired. <fcc., and hope the Commissioners may see by the pro- 

From the immature age of the greater part of the grass and efforts individually. I also hope they will 
oysters I laid • down hist year there has not been suffi- see the propriety of putting his lordship in a position 
ment time to test the results in reference to their re- that his English friends may join him in stocking and 
production, though, in anticipation of a passible fall of working the oyster fisheries by granting a permanent 
spat from a few of the larger oysters, I placed tile- licence. 

* The area licensed in this case is 489 acres. 
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Appbhuix. If you please to see by Bedfort’s chart you can see 
Cultivation of proportion below low- water mark, much of which 
Oyster Beds, is covered with deep mud, changeable sandbanks, 
spacious rocks (isles), Sic. 

I am doing all I can to satisfy his lordship’s desire, 
and to prove to the Commissioners our earnestness in 
creating same. 

In short, our rocks in many parts are covered with 
young oysters where an oyster was' never known to be 
before. 

I trust this scrawl may suffice for the present, and 
will at any time be most happy to answer any questions 
required of me that I may know. 

John Keaven, 

Agent to Lord Wallscourt. 

26 February, 1866. 

Bed No. 33. — Poidnasherry Bay. 

Sir,— I n answer to your letter of the 11th, which 
has been forwarded to me, I beg, for the information 
of the Commissioners of Sea Fisheries, to state, that 
finding it impossible to procure seed oysters, from the 
great demand, I have been endeavouring to protect 
the breeding oysters so as to replenish the beds, which 
. were quite exhausted, and have appointed a caretaker, 

and laid down buoys ; and must also mention that, from 
the changes likely to be caused, by silting up with sand, 
by the railway embankment now being closed, it is 
very difficult to know where oysters can be laid down 
with safety. I may also state that it would be my 
wish, and that of the proprietors interested in the oyster 
fishery at the other side of Poulnaslierry bay, that all 
dredging should be prohibited in or near- the mouth of 
the Creek for the next three yearn. 

17 April, 1866. Crofton M. Vandeleur. 

Bed No. 34. — Newport Bay. 

In reply to yours of the 11th, I beg to inform you 
that a considerable quantity of oysters were piu-chased 
and laid on the ground licensed by Captain Wyndham 
diming the season 1864-5. This season none have been 
laid down, as those previously laid down did not im- 
prove, but rather deteriorated. The Commissioners 
will, no doubt, remember that a small portion only of 
the ground applied for was licensed, and that veri- 
much the worst of it. 

Whether further efforts will be made I cannot 
positively say at present ; but should there appear any 
chance of success the experiment will be persevered in. 

The public beds adjoining have yielded extremely 
well this season, and the dredgers earned very high 

14 April, 1866. John Oram. 

Bed No. 37. — Lough Hyne. 

Sir, — In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, I 
have the honour to state, for the information of the 
Commissioners, that no steps have yet been taken 
with respect to the oyster beds at Glannifeen, except 
that I have arranged for a supply of oyster seed, which 
are to be immediately laid down. When I lay down the 
seed I shall at once report to you j also I will let you 
know how they succeed. 

11 April, 1866. Robert T. Atkins. 

Bed No. 38 . — Gahoay Bay. 

® IR > — I 11 reply to your inquiry as to what steps 
I have taken as to forming an oyster bed under a 
licence from the Commissioners, I have to inform the 
Board I have done nothing. I mentioned my reasons 
to Mr. Barry several months ago. He introduced me 
to a Mr. Lobb; who, I believe, was anxious to take a 
lease of districts of shore where licences had been ob- 
tained. He looked at the map, and he said my shore 
was valueless, as it was too open to the force of the 
tides ; in fact, it could not be made a rearing bed. He 
then said it might be made a fattening bed. but the 



expense would be greet. Tide opmion decided 
against lapag oat money, particular], „ b df S” , m " 
j LordWulbccurt'a It should be l ““ X 
Miod m common ; thus from private masons 2 
be practical^. I have been in communication^ 
a Mr. Hoare, of Dublin, and I have mentioned in v* 
that I thought there were other portions of mv °W 
more capable of being made rearing beds • L l 
promised to come down and inspect the shorn ref 
could dispose of my licence for New Harbour tn “ 1 

todoT 14 **” “ rem ' memli “. 1 m IKK 

12 April, 1866. E. a L Amy 

Bed No. 39 . — Galway Bay. 

Sir,— I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of yesterday s date, directed to my father, the late Mr 
P. M. Lynch, and inquiring what had been done 
towards the cultivation of the oyster beds for which he 
obtained a licence. 

I beg to say in reply, that owing to Iris death about 
two years since, I have been unable through pressure 
of business to pay to the oyster beds all the attention 
they requn-e, but I have stocked a portion of them 
and coufideutly look forward to a considerable return 
from the outlay. 

The other oyster beds for which no licence was 
required, from being in our possession for yearn past, 
are frilly stocked, and I find tire banks are excellent 
for breeding and fattening. 

12 April, 1S66. 



J. Wilson Lynch. 

Bed No. 41 . — Dungarvan Bay. 

In reply to yours of the 11th instant, I beg to sav 
that I have done nothing towards the cultivation of 
the oyster beds, for which I obtained the Commis- 
sjoners’ licence. As not understanding anything 
about the subject, would lie glad to treat with some 
person for the transfer of my rights. 

John R. Dower. 

-f .S. — I would have answered your first communi- 
cation, hut owing to a family affliction it was not 
brought under my notice. 

12 April, me. J. R Do)VEa 

Bed No. 4 3 . — Ballinakill Harbour. 

I have been away from home many weeks, which 
with other circumstances of a sad description, will, I 
trust, be a sufficient apology for not having before this 
replied to the communication of the Commissioners. 
I have been unable this season to go down and inspect 
my oyster bank at Ballinakill, but have been informed 
that the oysters I laid down for stock last season have 
increased considerably. 

14 April, 1866. Charles P. Archer 

Bed No. 44 . — BallinakiU Harbour. 

In answer to your letter of 23rd J anuaiy last, by 
order of the Commissioners of Sea Fisheries, request- 
ing information on the subject of oyster fisheries — of 
mine, and in the locality. 

In reference to the licence granted to me 31st 
December, 1864, I have little to hay, as I held the 
beds that I got said licence for by prescriptive right, 
without let or hindrance, for twenty years previous, 
and my predecessors before me in my estate for time 
immemorial, consequently I had taken much care of 
said beds previous to my getting licence, which licence 
I only took as an additional mem of keeping poachers 
off them, being easier and cheaper than going to turn 
on title. 1864 was the first time that poachers at- 
tempted to go on them. I have got these beds buoyed, 
and had them pretty well dredged, to remove weeds, 
dirt, and moss, &c., &c.; and now they present a very 
good promise of giving a good return for the future, 
there being a very large share of seed on the beds. 
I laid down seed in some places that required it, 1 also 
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removed oysters from some parts that could spare 
them to some other places requiring them more. In the 
years 1864 and 1865 I sold off my beds about 100 
barrels each year, at 14s. 6 d. per barrel; but some 
oysters brought down by boat to county Clare paid 
from £ 1 to .£1 5s. per ban-el. This year, 1866, I do 
not purpose taking any oysters off my beds, but I "will 
change some of them. The produce is good in all this 
locality ; quality fine, in my opinion ; markets ready 
— you can send them any place, and if you do not 
wish that, vessels come from county Clare and various 
other places the instant you are known to be willing 
to sell, and take them away, paying you with thanks. 

16 February, 1866. Thos. Young Priob. 



Bed j Vo. 46 . — Killed a Bay. 

Sir, — I have the honour to state for the information 
of the Commissioners of Sea Fisheries, that I have 
cleared up and prepared for the reception of oysters 
some of the proposed site for a bed, and have planted 
oysters thereon, and am now proceeding to plant more. 
I have to observe that nothing is more wanting to 
promote the increase and improvement of oyster beds 
than a power being granted (where it would be used 
fairly) to clean and dredge beds during the close season. 

12 April, 1866. F. A. Knox Gore. 

Bed No. 50. — Dingle Harbour. 

Sir, — In reply to your letter of the 11th instant, I 
be>* to state for the information of the Co mm issioners 
of Sea Fisheries, that no steps have as yet been taken 
in the formation of the oyster beds, for tire establish- 
ment of which I have received the Commissioners’ 
licence. My present intention is to form several gravel 
beds of limited area, on which I propose laying down 
oysters with a mew to their farther extension, should 
the result prove satisfactory. 

There are at present no oysters within the area in- 
cluded in the Commissioners’ licence. 

23 April, 1866. Ventry. 

Bed No. 52. — Clew Bay. 

At the Oystfr Fishery Inquiry at "Westport, on the 
18th ultimo, Lord John Browne tendered evidence to 
show that the Islandmore oyster bed, licensed on the 
2nd November, 1865, was properly stocked with 
oysters ; and requested that the Commissioners would 
issue a certificate attesting the fulfilment of the condi- 
tion attached to the licence. 

Mr. James Bernard was sworn and said : — I am the 
manager in Clew Bay to the Messrs. Baxter, Ferrard, 
and Baxter, of London, who have taken a lease of the 
Islandmore Bed from the Marquess of Sligo. I am 
the manager of that bed, and have had twenty-five 
years’ experience of such matters. That bed is now 
planted ; it is twenty-five acres in extent, and I will 
•say that there is not a prettier planted bed in any bay. 
I have put 7,700 buddaghans of oysters upon it, and 
I will lay down some more. It is overstocked in some 
ports and not sufficiently in others. There is a great 
deal more oysters on the bed than is necessary. It is 
sufficiently planted for all purposes, and I believe that 
the good which this bed will do to the ground outside 
will, before three years, he more than a full equivalent 
for the alienation of the bed from the public ; in feet, 
it was no alienation at all, for there was not an oyster 
upon it when I took it in hand — not a single oyster. 
I offered to give Lord John Browne £1 for every 
oyster upon that place, so confident was I of the total 
absence of oysters. The cost of the 7,700 buddaghans 
of oysters laid down on t.liis bed was ,£2,125 5s., and 
in addition there was £161 paid for employment alone. 
This bed is planted upon the most approved principles, 
and is a perfect specimen of a well arranged bed. 

John P. Brophy. 

4 January, 1866. 



The above memorandum is submitted for the consi- 
deration of the Board. 

Lord John Browne, on behalf of the Marquess of 
Sligo, now claims a certificate which may release him 
from the condition annexed to his licence of 2nd No- 
vember, 1S65, that it should be void if not stocked 
within three years. 

Mr. Bernard, the witness examined, tendered his 
books and vouchers in corroboration of his evidence. 

The evidence is, for many reasons, most interesting, 
furnishing a precedent for the quantity and the cost 
required for stocking a given space, under certain cir- 
cumstances. 

The buddaghan is a basket containing one cwt. of 
oysters. The present price at Clew Bay is 5s. 6 d., or 
11s. the barrel of two buddaghans; quantity in a 
buddaghan averages about 360 oysters. 

The question now is, in what way the Board will 
certify the compliance -with the condition ; whether by 
a memorandum made on a copy of the licence, or by a 
separate document. 

J. Redmond Barry. 

Letter to the Marquess of Sligo from the 
Commissioners in reference to Bed 52. 

My Lord, — W ith reference to the licence of the 
Board, dated 2nd November, 1865, permitting your 
Lordship to form or plant oyster beds or layings in. 
that part of Clew Bay outside or adjacent to the town- 
land of Islandmore, in the parish of Kilmeena, barony 
of Burrishoole, and comity of Mayo, as particularly 
shown on a map annexed to said licence, the Boax-d 
having lately made the necessary inquiry for the 
purpose of satisfying therfiselves ns to the fulfilment, 
on the part of your Lordship, of the condition attached 
to this licence. 

I am desired to state, that it appears to the Board 
that the condition of that licence has been fully carried 
out on your part, and that the space marked out in the 
licence has been properly stocked with oysters, and 
duly preserved to the satisfaction of the Commissioners 
within the time limited by the said licence. 

I am, &c., 

12 January, 1866. E. Hornsby. 



Bed No. 53. — Achill Island. 

In reply to your note requiring information about 
the state of the oyster bed lately licensed for H is Grace 
the Most Rev. Dr. M'Hale, and the other beds in 
Blacksod, inside of the Bullsmouth, I regret that the 
severity of the weather has prevented me from stocking 
the former, while it has done much to check the dredg- 
ing in what had been the most prolific bed in the hay. 

I have, however, sent to Belmullet to purchase 
oysters, although for planting purposes I consider them 
vastly inferior to the Clew bay oyster. 

Steps have been also taken for buoying the bed 
lately licensed. The bed, you are aware, had been 
formerly the best, probably, on the entire west coast, 
for its dimensions, and is composed of a firm, compressed 
quartz-like sand, as a base, strewn over with a vast 
quantity of shell. At low water of spring-tide it is 
usually exposed, and having a southern aspect, with no 
hill to intercept the rays of the sun, seemingly shows 
that very little artificial aids will be required to make 
it extremely productive and beneficial to the poor. 

I would wish to see the other beds in the bay, be- 
longing to private individuals, buoyed and better 
stocked, while I consider it advisable to prevent the 
dredging on the public bed at Tonragee, having been, 
from over-dredging, almost cleared of stock. 

25 February, 1866. Edmond Thomas, c.c. 

Since last writing to you, I beg to say, I have pur- 
chased £75 worth of oysters for laying on the beds of 
His Grace the Most Rev. Dr. M'Hale. 

26 Februarv, 1866. Edmond Thomas, c.c. 

F 
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Arklow Oyster Fishery. 1865. • 

I feel great pleasure in sending you the following 
statement or return respecting tlie oyster fishery here 
for the short after-season commencing on the 2nd 
October and ending the 4th instant (after which date 
the fleet commenced herring fishing), in continuation 
of that which I sent you last May. And as I believe 
the fleet will not dredge any more until next January, 
this return may be taken as closing for the present 
year; but should it be otherwise I will note the cir- 
cumstance, and report it in due time. 

The total catch of oysters for the period referred to 
above was 7,214 ban-els, and they were disposed of as 
follows, viz. : — 

London and Kent, . . 2,670 Barrels. 

Falmouth, . . . 1,994 „ 

Dublin, . . 2,050 „ 

Clontarf, . . ’ . 500 ,, 

Tlie price at which they sold all through was 10s. 
per barrel, realizing the sum of £3,607, not including 
freight, packing, or carriage to railway. 

By far tlie greater part of these oysters were of a 
tolerable fan- size, and might be called marketable, or 
fit for table; there were, however, some small ones, 
only lit for rebedding. I believe the English buyei-s 
in particular prefer small oysters; but they are obliged 
to take them indiscriminately, large and small, just as 
the fishermen do. 

Nearly all those purchased for England were sent 
by rail, as well as some of those deposited on the 
Dublin beds. 

We had no French buyers here during the period 
under notice, but we had enough of English and local 
buyers, and one of the former is still here, and wiE 
remain untE dredging is resumed next year. The fact 
is, the supply was not equal to the demand. 

I have already informed you that we had some 
grumblers here against the very judicious steps which 
you have taken to preserve the oyster beds of this dis- 
tinct from destruction, and that I myself was subjected 
to much insult and abuse on that occasion ; but I am 
now glad to inform you that I no longer hear this, 
but on the contrary, I have learned that even tlie mal- 
contents now acknowledge you were their best friend 
and benefactor. Such of course was the opinion of all 
men of common seuse here from the outset. 



If anything was wanted to prove the wisdom nav 
more, the absolute necessity of the course you have 
taken, my returns for the three years just ended clearly 
prove it, the total witch for the tlu-ee years respectively 
being 58,1 Go, 52,818, and 23,065 barrels, showing a 
falling off in tlie second year, as compared with the 
first, of 5,347 ban-els, and in that of the present year 
as compared with 1863, the very startling falling 0 g- 
of not less than 35,100 barrels ; and this occurred' not- 
withstanding the fact that tlie means of catching oysters 
were improving, I might say every week, durBri the 
entire peiiod. 

The fishei-men may so fax- congratulate themselves 
that a corresponding faUing off in the sum total which 
they received for oysters this year has not taken place, 
the sum realized for each of the three years being as 
foUows, viz. : — 

Barrels. £ s. d. 

1863, . . 58,165 12.281 7 0 

1864, . . 52,818 16,790 0 0 

1865, . . 23,065 14,936 0 0 

Thus it will lie seen that 23,065 barrels iu 1865 

realized £2,644 13s. more than 58,165 barrels did in 
1863, the average price this year being nearly three 
times higher than it was in 1863. 

This was the secret of their clamour. When you 
very wisely extended the close time, they reasoned, and 
said in effect, if we can earn more money at dredging 
than we could three years ago, although we cannot get 
half the quantity of oysters, why prevent ns ; but they 
never for a moment reasoned or thought if they had 
been allowed to do so they would have destroyed the 
som-ee from which they draw the means of suppoiting 
themselves and their families during certain periods of 
each year, when, as Providence has so ordered it here, 
there is no other means whatever open to them. 

Several new fishing boats have been built this year, 
and more are about being put in progress of building, 
and many old ones were enlarged and made all but 
new, and the entire fleet is in a very efficient state, and 
well found in all the necessaries. 

P. Maher, Harbour Master. 

Arklow, 28 Nov., 1865. 

J. Redmond Barry, Esq. 



Howth Fishery. 1865. 

The very great success of the herring fishing at this 
port for the last few years induced many persons to 
speculate in it during the past season, as boat owners, 
fishermen, buyers, auctioneers, &c., and with a result 
that may not have quite reached their expectations, 
but on the whole rewarded their exertions with a fair 
return. 

During the spring the boat owners and fishermen of 
this port were actively engaged making preparations 
for an early season, and left nothing undone in the 
fit-out of their boats and nets, to enable them to com- 
pete with the fleet that were expected from the various 
fishing stations of old standing, both in England, Scot- 
land, and the Isle of Man. In fact aU the fishermen 
of this station had their fleet, which was augmented by 
some half dozen of boats since the previous season, 
turned out in the very best order, both in appearance 
and utility. 



Whilst the fishermen were making their preparations, 
the other inhabitants were not idle. An extensive 
salt and coal store was constructed on the west pier by 
an enterprising merchant of the town, on a site leased 
for that purpose from the Board of Works, as Harbour 
Commissioners, and in which there was a sufficient 
supply of salt always on hand to meet the requirements 
of the fish buyers. New bark-pans and bark-houses 
were also erected, and additional auctioneers’ offices 
were opened on the pier where the market is held. 

A new class of boats made their appearance early at 
this port from the Frith of Forth ; they were smaH 
open boats, having a very fight draft of water, were 
very swift sailers, and were well suited for the summer 
fishing; but the shallowness of their nets prevented 
them competing with those now generally adopted here ; 
there were also a few boats from Lowestoft ; hut they 
not having met with the success they anticipated, re- 
mained but a short time. 

Early in May all the local boats were .ready, and 
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tte. from oiler port, were m-rivim, so that by the the coast, with no immediate prospect of amendment 

end of the month there were some 15° boats in harbour, The great sou-city of fish in the Dungm-van market 

but n o fish to be had m these waters, iiarly m June may be attributed more to want of enterprise on the Howtl, Hing, 

the tab were reported as haying appeared m the part of the fishermen—- who certainly can plead want *»i 

mghbourhood of Dunmore, and most of the boats left of boats and gear— than to a falling off in ttaouantity ™* tkhe,y - 

for that station ; but having met with mdiffeient fish- of fish on the coast To, the ted time I L“<Z 

mg and prices the ball being of a bod quality, known served a spirit of emigration springing up amon. the 

S omf / ) they rat, u-ned m a short time, and on fishermen here, occasioned by the sSreitr tf &h “tlmy 

the -Oth June the fish turned up here, one -boat having would not emigrate if successful as informer vearf 

taken twenty-five mease; but Irom the bad character The last year lias been very unproductive to all classes 

JlS/Tsrio Y! th “ d ■-' ,t " tl “ "■*?*’ ih6? ° f T| v after season was very un&vonSS 

^eie sold at .£1 -s. fid. per maize, irom this date the owing to continued storms. 

fehmg somewhat improved, and prices went up to £1 The oyster fisheries are almost extinct. In the 
Vf , ’ but f? a summer fashing it was not a favour- channel near the town of Dungarra-u oysters of fine 
abk season. The course of the fish appeared to have quality have been taken, but the beds are now nearlv 
baffled the most experienced fishermen. Instead of exhausted. No new beds have been discovered. 
gom 0 in large shoals, they were to be met with m small Licences have been granted in two instances, but no 
Jffi U ;,H n lf’ 80 that a fortunate net might be well steps have been taken to stock the ground. Dumrar- 

filled, and those on each side would not have a dozen van ovsters «ell «» l. a,/ ...... .... ° ° 

‘ fish. 

T1 

summer, and many boats that were but able to pay for and sold ... .... 
their food in the first season, made a very good fiuisli warded to Cork. 

that pulled up for their losses, and many boats conti- All the fishermen work harmoniously together and 
nued fashing up to the first week iu December. they are most orderly aud peaceable ‘ The Rum men 

I he entire season was unusually rough, and cousi- are all able-bodied, but there are very few able-bodied 
derable damage was sustained in boats and nets. Three at Dungarvau, where the impoverished condition of 
j°~L-T? ie * 0taly w '® ckeJ , ( oue ^th six hands the fishermen still continues. During the bad weather 



dozen van oysters sell at Is. 8 d. per score. ° 

rpi . - . . , _ There aie no curing establishments or ice houses 

ihe autumn fishing turned out much better than the The fish is generally sold fresh, but in Ring it is saved 
mmer. and manv boats that were but. n M« +« ™ the inland towns about March, or for- 



drowned), aud many trains of nets 
during the stormy weather. 

The most of the herring taken during the season, 
even to the end of the autumn, were bought up for a 
fresh market, either in this country or England, a few 
hundred ban-els only having been cured, as the prices 



they seek an asylum in the workhouse. 

Trawl and trammel net fishing is earned on without 
any contention of late with the line fishers. There is 
no restriction to these modes of fishing, except that 
trammels cannot be set at the mouth of the harbour. 
I have formed no opinion on the subject of restraints 



coutmued too high to warrant parties curing to any on these modes of fishing, except that the existing 
extent, and owing also to the want of proper uccom- laws work successfully ; aud as regards the effects of 
modation for curing fish at this port ; but this latter trawling on the general fishiug interests— that is a 

* overcome, as the Harbour Commis- question upon which such a diversity of opinion exists 

ngemeuts for ereoHiior n i-ourvo nf flm* T mn .t :x„ .i-.--.--_ xf ... 1 



is about lie: 0 

siouera have made nri-.-mgeiiieuts for erecting A range of flint I mist leave its <-u-~VrTV:Tr 
raring sheds oil the east per that mil protect the Mi authority. competent 

from the weather during the process of curing. Thirteen trawlers, of from fiftreu to twenty tons 

During the early part of lt,65 there were snout teh each, work in from ten to twenty-five fathoms of v-ater - 
smacks engaged in the cod line fishing, at which they about fifteen boats of eight tons each are employed in 
made fair wages ; but they suffer much from the the seine trammel and line fWfing, irrespective of 
W "» A*™ l»cs. One about twenty-sis liookera Some of the fh* taken is 

boat v as titled out for haddock fishing, but was oblged sold in the local markets ; a large quantity is conveyed 
to abandon it having got no fish. inland by dealer, in the fresh Sate; and large <nL- 

■llvi e r .t belo,l S m g to this port fitted out early in titles of cured hake and ling are sent to Cork Phiice, 
hlai eh fox the mackerel fishing off hunsale, where they soles, aud turbot are taken by the trawl from Mareh to 
made good wages up to the 1st of June, when they September; sprats, mackerel, aad horse mackerel by 
returned for tile hemng fishing. seine in summer, and hake hy trammels ; hake, cod, 

. . , s “ a11 “ oats and crews constantly em- ling, and pollack are taken by line. The trammel nets 
ployed m lobster fishing along the rocky shores in this ore used from July to Christmas ; cod and ling are 
neighbourhood, and during the spring and summer only taken from Christmas to 1st April, and are n 
ontbs they fash also with long lines, and take a good sought after when out of season. 



quantity of flat fish. 



Howth Harbour, 

10th April, 1866. 



J. J. Boylan, 
Executive Engineer. 



Ring and Dhngabvan Fisheries, 1865. 

In Ring the boats and gear are in good condition 
and efficient as compared with former years; but I 
cannot report an actual improvement, as there has been 
a great deficiency in the , quantity of fish appearing on 



t April, and are not 

Scarcity of fish is the chief impediment which 
appears to prevent, on the part of the coast population, 
a return to those industrious habits of fishing for 
which they were once remarkable. I should observe, 
however, that there were some very fine haddock taken 
within the last year. 

The attention of the Commissioners is again drawn 
to the state of Ballinagoul pier. A very small expen- 
diture would afford considerable shelter in the basin 
by closing the gap between the pier aud breakwater. 



J. Adcock. 



Ring, 10th April, 1866. 



F 2 
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New Legisla- Correspondence, &c., relative to the Necessity for altered Legislation with regard to the 

Oyster Fishery. 



Lissadil, Sligo, Ireland, 

March 25th, 1865. 

Dear Sir Robert Peel, — I wish to bring under 
your consideration and that of the Government a 
matter of much importance to the public at large, as 
also to many individuals — I mean the very defective 
and uncertain state of the laws as regards oyster 
fisheries. We find hy a recent trial that a Judge does 
not consider a ninety years’ occupation, only inter- 
rupted by poaching a few times, a sufficient tenure to 
establish by prescription an oyster bed to be private 
property. What have been the results 1 A valuable 
oyster bed has been totally destroyed. About seventy- 
two boats went nigh dry upon it, and took off every 
oyster. Now, if the public are permitted to act thus 
there will not be an oyster left by end of next season 
anywhere in Ireland. It has occurred to me that a 
short Aet might he passed this Session empowering the 
Fishery Commissioners to examine on oath all the 
circumstances and tenure of each private oyster fishery 
(the owner applying for such), and give a licence for 
old established fisheries clearly proved to have been 
private, in same way as the Commissioners have the 
power of granting licences for new oyster fisheries ; 
this would he, as it were, granting a new indisputable 
title, somewhat similar £o the passing an estate through 
the Incumbered Estates Court. 

I have heard the Crown has no power to give a 
patent for an oyster bed (where the oysters are always 
best) in deep water ; hut the law is so very uncertain 
on tlie subject of oyster teds that it requires some new 
enactment to define it. I think an Act brought for- 
ward hy Government would be infiuitely preferable to 
any member endeavouring to legislate on the subject. 

I am, dear Sir Robert Peel, 

Yours very sincerely, 
(Signed), Robert Gore Booth. 



Reference from the Chief Secretary of Sir 
Robert Gore Booth's Letter, dated 25th 
March, 1865. — No. 2,884. 

I have attentively read Sir Robert Gore Booth’s 
letter to Sir Robert Peel; and I am quite prepared to 
admit to the full extent the very unsatisfactory state 
of the laws affecting the oyster fisheries of Ireland. 

It is quite true that various causes have produced 
at this moment a most unusual demand for oysters, 
both for purposes of brood and of consumption. 

There have existed in several places in Ireland, 
almost time immemorial, cases of several or exclusive 
rights to oyster grounds, either originally natural beds 
or formed at the cost of the proprietors of the adjacent 
shores. In some cases those rights have been strictly 
preserved, and “ marked out,” and Live been respected. 
In some cases they have been neglected by the pro- 
prietors, all lines of demarcation have been removed, 
and not only have occasional encroachments been made 
upon them by trespassers, but all ownership has been 
repudiated by the public, and they have been so much 
encroached upon as to render them nearly barren, and 
not worth looking after by the former proprietors, 
whose rights appear to have lapsed altogether. 

The recent demand, which no doubt has been mainly 
caused by the facility of transport hy steam and rail, 
has induced the representatives of those did proprietors 
or the present owners of their foreshores, to resume 
their exclusive rights, and has also generated in some 
cases a disposition to usurjiation where no such several 
rights ever existed. In many instances, where appli- 
cations have been made to the Commissioners of Fish- 
eries for licences under recent Statutes, the parties 



have alleged that their chief object was to obtain quiet 
possession of what was already their several right, and 
by obtaining a licence to facilitate prosecutions for 
trespass on the beds. 

As the law at present stands, it is scarcely possible 
for any one to obtain redress from the ordinary tri- 
bunals, although the preservation of private rights has 
been made especially the subject of legislation in the 
following recent Statutes : — 

[The 5th and 6th Vic., cap. 106, secs. 11 and 12.1 
The first of those sections constituting an illegal en- 
croachment a larceny, is said to have been nearly ren- 
dered wholly unavailable by the qualifying words with 
which it terminates — “ provided always that nothing 
herein contained shall extend to any case where the 
party taking such oysters, or accused of stealing the 
same, shall have acted under a fair and reasonable 
supposition that either he himself or any other person 
in whose right or hy whose authority he acted, or the 
public at large, had a right to take the said oysters, 
and to convert the same to his or then- own use.” 

The next section, 12, contains the same proviso. 

The St h and 0th Vic., cap. 108, section 16, provides, 
That oyster beds below lowest water of springtides 
are not to be deemed private property unless legally 
possessed and enjoyed by some person by virtue of 
charter, grant, patent, or Act of Parliament, in and 
by which such oyster bed or fishery is specially granted, 
and the limits thereof accurately described, or unless 
the same has been held and enjoyed hy prescription .as 
an exclusive right and private property within limits 
clearly defined. 

Then comes the 17th section of the same Act, con- 
ferring on the Commissioners the power to grant 
licences under certain limitations and restrictions ; anil 
the rights conferred on individuals by those licences 
are guarded hy a short but summary and unqualified 
section, IS, wholly divested of those provisions which 
are said to have nullified the effect of the powers to 
convict for trespass on private or several beds. . 

Next comes the 13th and 14th Vie., cap. 88. The 
41st section extends the powers of the Commissioners 
to grant licences, “ either above or below the level of 
the lowest water-marks of spring tides as the said 
Commissioners shall think fit." 

The next section, 42, prescribing the penalty, revives 
the qualification before referred to as included in the 
11th and 12th sections of the 5tli and 6th Vic., cap. 
106, and places the newly-formed beds in the same 
jeopardy with beds claimed as several rights. 

The next protective measure for the prevention of 
encroachment on private rights will be found in the 
general Statute 24th and 25th Vic., cap. 96, sec. 26. 
This section has wholly omitted the qualifying proviso 
complained of in the penal sections of the 5 th and 6tli 
and 13th and 14th Vic., and would seem to he suffi- 
ciently summary and unequivocal to give ample pro- 
tection ; but it is said that so long as the former sec- 
tions remain unrepealed they may be used as a justifi- 
cation for encroachment. The principle is said to have 
been recognised by the distinguished Judge who tried 
the case at Sligo last Assizes. He is stated to have 
included in the several conditions which should justify 
a conviction, “ You must be satisfied also that the men 
went there with the guilty knowledge of trespassing 
on private property.” 

It is not within my province to comment on the 
opinions propounded by the great constitutional lawyer 
and distinguished Judge who pi esided at the Sligo trial 
or on the complaints of the result by parties interested. 
I have been a close observer for some years of similar 
legal contests of the same kind, and in every instance 
that I know of, except in one, the claimants ol pre- 
scriptive rights have failed in their efforts to obtain 
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convictions for trespasses. The result of every such 
ease has tended to increase the disposition to disregard 
the rights of property; and, added to the inordinate 
demand which at present exists for oyster brood, I am 
sorry to say, threatens the most disastrous consequences 
generally to the oyster fisheries of Ireland. 

I am quite convinced that the apprehensions of Sir 
Robert G. Booth, expi - essed in liis letter to Sir Robert 
Peel, are well founded. 

The Commissioners are aware of the unanimous 
opinion expressed by all parties interested in the great 
public beds on the east coast between Carlingford and 
Carusore Point, and the meetings that we have held 
within a few days at Carlingford, at Arldow, at Cour- 
town, and at W exford, furnish ample testimony of 
the exhausted state of those great public depositories, 
and the necessity for a curtailment of the open season 
for (hedging. The scarcity, and the great competition 
between the English, the French, and the Irish buyers 
had in one day caused an advance in the price from 
10s. to 22s. the barrel of about 600 ! For this over- 
drain we have at present no other legal remedy than 
a curtailment of the open season ; and we are told by 
some of the most intelligent persons that tliis restraint 
may be carried to a mischievous extent, inasmuch as 
that accumulation of dirt and weeds on the banks 
would be as bad as over -dredging. 

How far such a measure of legislation as Sir Robert 
Booth proposes may be considered expedient by the 
authorities or by Parliament is a matter for serious 
consideration ; but I do not hesitate to acquiesce in 
the statement of the honorable baronet as to “ the 
defective and uncertain state of the laws as regards 
the oyster fisheries ;” and I am folly convinced that 
the whole case requires revision. 

The laws administered by our Board, although they 
contain the general principle of regeneration and im- 
provement, are said to be in many points exceedingly 
defective ; and even though the important question of 
several rights may be considered only a subject for 
more serious deliberation, there are some points in 
which our recent laws are obviously defective, and 
which can only be remedied by legislation. 

The 13th and 14th Vic., cap. 8S, sec. 41, concen- 
trates and enlarges the powers of the Commissioners 
in granting licences to the owners or occupiers. 

1st. Cases have arisen in which it is embarrassing 
to determine which class should have a preference. 
Yearly tenants may be occupiers, persons with short ten- 
rn-es may be lessees, and there may, in short, be many 
intermediate parties between the occupancy and the fee. 

2nd. The words of the section are, “to form or 
plant any oyster bed or laying on the shore adjacent 
to such lands, and either above or below the level of 
the lowest water-marks of spring tides, as the said 
Commissioners shall think fit.” Now, it is generally, 
almost invariably, necessary that the licensed ground 
should extend from. the shore, say at high-water mark, 
to a certain extent into deep water, thus embracing a 
space both' above and below the level of the lowest 
water-mark of spring tides. Tliis is said to be beyond 
the powers of the Commissioners, which is stated to 
be confined to the alternative either above or below. 

3rd. The Commissioners are in the same section 
restrained from granting permission “ on any public 
banks or beds at present resorted to for oysters; but 
that the rights hereinbefore granted and conferred are 
to be considered as exclusively applying to places where 
no such public oyster beds at present exist.” The 
construction given to the words “ at present ” is, that 
they apply to the period of the passing of the Act, 
14th August, 1850. Now it is quite certain that the 
state and circumstances of several places where the 
licence is sought for were very different fifteen years 
ago from their present state ; oysters xuay have existed 
or abounded formerly where now there is a barren 
waste, requiring to be regenerated. Our inquiries are 
rendered in many cases embarrassing by this phra- 
seology, and opportunities are afforded to vexatious 
quibbling opponents to raise difficulties. 



4th. It has been suggested that after the words, 
“Or the appropriation of any public banks at present,” 
the word “profitably" should precede “resorted to.” 
The necessity for this qualification has been illustrated 
on several inquiries. Evidence has been produced to 
prove that a miserable subsistence has been occasionally 
obtained by taking away the small remnant that re- 
mained for brood, and that has constituted a valid 
ground for withholding a licence. 

In the Appendix to the 19th Report of the Com- 
missioners of Public "Works will be found the proceed- 
ings at a meeting held at Midletou, in the county of 
Cork, on the 18th November, 1850, at the instance of 
a nobleman and six landed proprietors on the shores of 
an estuary called the East Ferry, where there are 
ample proofs of the existence before the memory of 
man of most productive oyster fisheries, but where at 
the time of the meeting it was merely a barren waste. 
Those persons proposed to join in its regeneration ; 
but their intentions were defeated by parties who had 
much a deeper interest in the licences being granted, 
as a source of extensive employment, to themselves. It 
is now thoroughly exhausted. 

4th. A further deficiency may be found in the pre- 
sent Statutes in the absence of any provision for a 
preliminary public inquiry previous to granting the 
licence, or of any defined regulation for the publication 
of the Commissioners’ decision, or for any mode of 
proving the same, in case of dispute or prosecution for 
trespass. 

It is not enough that the present and late Commis- 
sioners should have determined to grant no permission 
without a previous public meeting held in the locality 
after advertisement and notices ; it should be rendered 
imperative by legislation. 

Applications for licences have greatly increased 
lately, owing to the uncertain position of the claimants 
of several rights and the extraordinary demand. The 
Commissioners having had reason to believe that the 
judicious establishment of private layings has tended 
very much to diflusing profitable employment, and to 
the. improvement of the open public banks in their 
vicinity, have felt very anxious to avail themselves of 
every favourable opportunity of exercising their powers 
where there was not an obvious and undue interference 
with public rights or truly profitable employment. 

Powers such as have been conferred on them should 
be as clearly defined as possible ; there should be no- 
thing equivocal. I therefore earnestly hope that the 
subject may have their immediate attention. 

J. Redmond Barry. 

3rd April, 1865. 



Office of Public Works, 

Dublin, 11th April, 1865. 

Sir, — With reference to the letter of Sir Robert 
Gore Booth, dated 25th ultimo, and herewith returned, 
I am directed by the Commissioners of Public Works 
to inform you, that under the present Acts relating to 
oyster fisheries on the coast of Ireland, this Board is 
authorized to grant licences only in places where no 
public oyster beds at present exist ; and the power of 
granting such licences was given for the purpose of 
encouraging the formation of oyster beds. 

In the Acts referred to there are some points that it 
will probably be desirable to alter and amend by legis- 
lation. The Board has this subject at present under 
its consideration, and will shortly be able to bring under 
the notice of Government such alterations as it would 
recommend. 

With regard to public oyster beds, the Board has 
the power of making by-laws, extending the close season, 
&c., so as to counteract the tendency to overwork them. 
With respect to private beds, the Board is fully aware 
of the difficulties mentioned by Sir Robert Gore Booth, 
which arise whenever the public disputes the right of 
the reputed owner of such beds. The rights claimed 
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can then be decided only by the regular legal tribunals, 
and the Board feels that to constitute it a judge of the 
rights of property, which the measure suggested by Sir 
Robert Gore Booth would virtually do, would be to 
invest it with a power of au unconstitutional nature, 
and one which it does not think it ought to be called 
upon to exercise. 

I am, sir, your obedient- servant, 

E. Hornsby, Secretary. 

The 'Right Hon. Sir Robert Peel, bart.. 

Chief Secretary for Ireland. 



It strikes me that the case is one more for the con- 
sideration of the law officers than for the Board ; l m t if 
it should be their opinion that it is expedient for me 
to visit Sligo, I shall, of course, attend to their in- 
structions. 

J. Redmond Barry. 



Sligo, 7th December, 1865. 

There has been some trouble here of late relative to 
oyster fisheries. In the case of Mr. Barrett who has 
one, I made a good many persons amenable for plun- 
dering it. In Sir Robert Gore Booth’s, two persons 
came to me on Tuesday last to make declarations as to 
then- being fired on when herring fishing. I enclosed 
the documents to Sir Robert, and attach bis reply. I 
fear there will be bloodshed amongst the parties unless 
I obtain a general authority to use the Coast Guards 
so as to prevent the fishermen trawling for oysters on 
those beds in pretence of herring fishing. The Con- 
stabulary in a case of the kind could be of no use, at 
least without boats, which they , have not, and the duty 
is at night, which would make it more difficult for a 
land force. I would be glad to receive auy instructions 
from yon on the subject. 

M. Howley, r.m. 

The Under Secretary, &c. 

Referred to the Commissioners of Sea Fisheries, 9th 
December, 1865. 



Office of Fisheries, 21st December, 1865. 

I received this reference and the accompanying papers 
at Westport, from whence I have just returned, for the 
" purpose of conferring with the Bool'd before I should 
visit Sligo. 

The case is simply this : Sir R. G. Booth has, time 
immemorial, had a several right in the oyster beds at 
Lissadil, as marked on the Ordnance Sheet of Sligo, 
No. 8. Finding those beds insufficient to meet the 
growing demand for oysters, he applied to our Board 
for a licence for some adjacent ground, which he pro- 
posed to stock and cultivate. The usual formalities 
having been complied with, a public meeting was held 
at Sligo, and several witnesses were examined, and the 
unanimous feeling having been in favour of the extension 
of Sir Robert’s beds, after discussion of the evidence and 
minutes of the meeting, the Board granted to Sir Robert 
on the 13th of April last a licence for the proposed 
extension. 

Unfortunately there has since then been a good deal 
of litigation and angry feeling about encroachments 
made before the meeting on Sir Robert's private beds, 
andthegeneralquestion liaseome before Judge Christian, 
whose opinion in a similar case was unfavourable to 
the rights of several owners. 

Whether those encroachments now complained of by 
Sir Robert were made upon bis former several beds, or 
on the licensed ground adjacent, does not appear ; but 
Sir Robert is wrong in supposing that lie can restrain 
fishing for herrings or any other floating fish, even upon 
his oyster beds, there being an especial saving in the 
Statute for such right of fishing for floating fish. See 
-5th & 6th Vic., cap. 106, sec. 12. 

It does not appear whether any oysters were taken, 
or whether the fishing for herrings was only a pretext; 
but, under any circumstances, it is much to be regretted 
that any force calculated to endanger human life should 
be resorted to. 

It appears by the proceedings at the Sligo Petty 
Sessions of the 1 5th December, that the subject lias been 
before that tribunal — (see extract from 18th December, 
Irish Times ) — and that the Resident Magistrate has 
alneady taken some preliminary steps towards the pre- 
servation of the peace. 



Office of Public Works, 

Dublin, llltli March, 1866. 
Begging reference to my report of the 25 th March 
last, on the correspondence between the Chief Secretary 
and Sir Robert Gore Booth, proposing amendments in 
Acts relating to oyster fisheries, aud to the solicitor’s 
notes thereon of the 12th April following, I fed bound 
after having since then devoted much attention to the 
subject, to bring the question again under the con- 
sideration of the Board. 

I am still fully convinced that the subject is one of 
great importance, not only to the promotion of the 
oyster fisheries, but to the peace of the country. Since 
my last report a great portion of Sligo Bay has been 
the scene of frequent riot and disturbance, threatening 
the loss of life, involving parties in litigation, and 
leaving the important question of rights in property in 
a most unsettled and unsatisfactory state. 

On the 30th November, 1S64, we held meetings in 
Sligo to inquire into the claims of Sir Robert Gore 
Booth, hart., and the late Right Honorable JohnWynne, 
for licences to plant oyster beds on parts of tlie fore- 
shore of their respective estates. The proceedings at 
those meetings, were, as we supposed, extremely satis- 
factory ; and although there was some opposition in 
both cases on the part of the public, it was finally with- 
drawn, and the Board, after giving the best consideration 
to the case, decided upon granting licences to both ap- 
plicants ; but as there were some prosecutions pending 
for encroachments made on Mr. Wynne's beds, claimed 
as several rights, the Board very properly withheld 
the licences while those prosecutions remained undis- 
posed of; aud it was not till the 13th April, 1865, that 
the licence was granted to Sir R. G. Booth, and on the 
29th of the same month to Mr. Wynne. 

In the interval between that and the meeting at 
Sligo in November, 1804, the prosecutions by Mr. 
Wynne had terminated with the acquittal of the several 
traversers at the Spring Assiy.es of Sligo on the 4th 
March, 1865. 

Upon that occasion the charges of Mr. J ustice Christian 
to the Grand Jury, before the bills were found, and to 
the Petty Jury, after the trial, are deserving of high 
attention, and, so far us a newspaper report can be 
relied upon, seem to embrace some questions ot great 
importance. It must, however, lie remembered that 
in these cases Mr. Wynne was proceeding altogether, 
upon bis ancient and several rights, and that tlie ques- 
tion of the title claimed under a licence from our Board 
did not arise. 

The book which accompanies this report contains a 
full report of the proceedings, as extracted from the 
Sligo Chronicle of Saturday, March 11th, 1865.- 

The acquittal of tlie traversers in those cases was . 
followed by very serious disturbances and encroach- 
ments, not only on the private beds of Lissadil, long 
believed to Lave been the several property of Sir Robert 
G. Booth, but upon the ground where he was permitted 
to plant oysters by the Board’s licence of the lotfi 
April last; and the matter became again the subject of 
legal inquiry before Mr. Justice O’Brien at the late 
Spring Assizes for Sligo, 9th March, 1866. 

Sir Robert G. Booth on that occasion confined Ins 
prosecution to the cases of encroachment on his license 
beds. Mr. Brophy of our Depai-tment was subpffinaed 
to prove the licence, and after a lengthened trial, in 
which eminent counsel were employed on both sides, 

the result was again an acquittal of the traversers. 0 

trial occupied the entire of the 9th March, up to a late 
hour, and I annex a report of the proceedings from 
the Irish Times of the 10th and 12tli instant. It win 
be found in the same book which contains the former 
trial. 
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When Mr.- Brophy was about to proceed to Sligo, I was granted on the 1st of December last for a small Appendix 

requested him to make notes of such parts of the argu- oyster laying, by which it appears that after the recent 

ments of counsel and of the J udge’s charge ns should decisions he fears to incur the expense of stocking. I if** L «8 is,a ’- - 

bear upon the validity of the title granted by our licence, am quite sure that many other persons who have ob- “ 0n ' 

and I beg to submit a minute of the proceedings fur- tainedlicences willfeel the sameunwillingness to proceed 

nished by him, by which it will be seen that our licence with ’a very costly and troublesome process. 

is little more than a nullity, and that parties who rely Mr. Brophy has again becnsubpoenaed to give evidence 

upon it have a very unsound foundation. at Castlebar in an appeal case from the Mayo Quarter 

I confess it seems to me to be only a delusion for Sessions to Mr. Justice Christian ; and since his return 
parties to imagine that they can protect their property lie has furnished the report, which I annex, of the 
under the construction which the law bears at present; Judge’s observations, by which it will appear that his 
and I humbly think, that in addition to the causes affirmation of the dismiss at Quarter Sessions was 
stated in my report of 25th March, 1865, those r-cent founded, not upon the validity of the title under our 
decisions make it quite indispensable that there should licence, but on the fact proved that this ground had 
be altered legislation before v.-e proceed to any further formerly been claimed by the lessors to Captain Austin 
inquiries on claims for licences. If required, I am of as a several tight. 

course quite ready to submit my views of the changes I am quite aware that the Board have been anxiously 

that would lx* desirable ; but above all things I would waiting to know what action would be token on the 
desire to see established some easily accessible and in- recommendations of the Royal Commissioners as stated 
expensive tribunal of appeal to our decisions, after in their report; but, pending some measure of alteration 
which all the validity of fixed law should he given to or amendment of the law, I do humbly think that all 
our licences. arses of applications for licences should be held in abey- 

Since writing the above, a letter has been received, auce, and that a communication to that effect should be 
of which I give a copy, from Mr. Versehoylc, a pro- made to Her Majesty’s Government, 
piietor, residing at Tanrago, on the shores of Ballyso- 

dare Bay, in the county of oligo, to whom a licence J- Redmond Barry. 



Oyster Fisheries. — Spring Assizes, Sligo, 9th March, 18G6. 

Mi*. Justice O’Brien on the bench. 

Sir R. G. Booth v. Patrick Feeny and Others. 

Patrick Feeny and others were indicted for a misdc- inquiry aud mature deliberation. It had been proved 
meauour, under the 26tli section of the 24th& 25th' Vic., by one of the witnesses that the bed had been dredged 
cap. 06, for that they, on the 19th January, 18G6, did bare in 1850, aud therefore at the time of the passing 
unlawfully and wilfully use a dredge within the limits of the Act 13 and 14 Vic., it was not a public oyster 
of au oyster bed licensed to Sir It. G. Booth by the bed, and the Commissioners’ licence gave a perfectly 
Commissioners of Fisheries hi April, 1865, under the valid title to Sir Robert Booth. 

41st section of the 13th and 14th Vic., cap. 8S. His Lordship in charging the jury stated that there 

Mi - . Carleton, Q.o., in stating the case of the prosecutor, were three points for their consideration; and if they 
admitted, aud laid it down as a fact, that if the bed had any doubt upon any one of these points, as this 
licensed by tbe Commissioners was a public bed resorted was a criminal prosecution, the prisoners should get the 
to for oysters in the year 1850 (the time of the passing benefit of that doubt and be acquitted. The first was, 
of the Act 13 & 14 Vic., c. 88), the licence was null had the prosecutor unequivocally established his -title 
and of no force or effect. to this bed, under the licence of theCommissioners, made 

The evidence he adduced was all directed to that in April, 1865! It was true the licence had been 
point, to the proof of the licence, to the marking out of proved under the hands of the Commissioners, but that 
the bed, and to the committal of the trespass, within licence was not final and conclusive ; its validity and 
the marked limits, in January last. fpree as conferring a title under the 41st section, de- 

Mr. JRobinscm, Q.a, on the part of the prisoners, pended upon the fact that this was not a public oyster 
adopted the same view of the law, and stated his case bed resorted to by the public in 1850 or before it. The 
to be, that in the year 1850, and from time immemorial, Act said that the forming or planting such an oyster 
this was an oyster bed resorted to by the public, with bed should not give a right to the appropriation of any 
whom no interference whatever took place until De- public banks or lieils resorted to for oysters at the time 
cember, 1864. He also reminded the jury that the of the passing of the Act, for that was the meaning he 
prisoners went on this bed simply to assert their lights ; was disposed to give to the words “ at present." It 
and if they did so under a bona fide conviction, even was for the jury to determine whether this was proved 
although that was a mistaken conviction, that they had beyond a doubt, and if it was not so proved, the pri- 
a right to go there, they must be acquitted of haling soners should be acquitted. The second point was, was 
gone there “unlawfully and wilfully." Again, if it the bed sufficiently marked out on the 19th January ? 
could be proved that prior to the granting of the licence They had heard tile evidence upon that, and he con- 
in 1865, oysters existed there, aud were taken by the fessed that it did not appear to him to be very clear 
public, the jury should record a verdict in favour of or well defined, and if they had any doubt upon it the 
the prisoners. prisoners were entitled to the benefit of it. Thirdly, 

The evidence adduced by him was directed to the if they were fully satisfied that both these points had 
point that this was an old oyster bed, and that it was been established in favour of the prosecution, they 
dredged by the public in 1840, 1844, 1846, &c. were then to say whether these men, in going on this 

Mi - . Ilarkun, on the same side, insisted that no title . bed for the purpose of dredging, did so unlawfully and 
was given by the licence, as the evidence incontestably wilfully; and in order to come to that conclusion they 
established the fact that the public had fished there for should be convinced that these men did not go there 
at least twenty-five years, and that it was a public for the bona fide purpose of asserting a right which 
oyster bed in the year 1850. they believed to be theirs, even though they were mis- 

Mr. Monahan called upon the jury to protect the taken in that belief. If they went there to assert a 
rights of property and carry out the intentions of the right which they had previously exercised, and which 
Legislature by supporting the licence of the Commis- they believed the public still possessed, or if they went 
sioners, which Iiad been issued after a formal public there for the purpose of testing the light claimed by 
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the prosecutor, he had no hesitation in saying that 
they did not do so “ unlawfully and wilfully;” and if 
the jury had any doubt upon that point the prisoners 
were entitled to an acquittal. 

The jury retired at half-past seven, and returned into 
couad at eight o’clock with a verdict of acquittal. 

I understand that they came to the conclusion that 
the title was established under the licence, hut that, in 
consequence of the previously unsettled state of matters 
between Sir R. Booth and the public, and the abandon- 
ment of prosecutions commenced before the licence, the 
jury gave their verdict in favour of the prisoners on 



the third point — that they went on the bed in the bona 
fide assertion of what they believed to be their right. 

If the law be, ’as laid down by the learned Judge, 
the necessity for its amendment is imminent; if ia 
every case tried after the issue of a licence it is open to 
a jury to go behind the licence and determine whether 
the place licensed was or was not a public bed in 1850 
there is no security for property under any licence 
granted up to this time. 

John P. Bhopht. 

13th March, 1866. 



Spring Assizes, Mayo, 15 th March, 1866. 
Record Court — Before Judge Christian. 
Casey v. Austin. 



This was an appeal from a decision of the Chairman 
of Quarter Sessions, dismissing a civil bill for the sum 
of .£40, for that the respondent maliciously, and with- 
out reasonable and probable cause, had the appellant 
arrested and held to bail. 

The evidence on the part of Casey went to show that 
on the 7th October, 1864, he and others were dredging 
on a place where they had been always in tlie habit of 
dredging, that they were arrested for so doing, and 
that the case was dismissed by the Magistrates. 

The County Surveyor proved that he, on the 19th 
October, 1864, and at the request of Captain Austin, 
changed the buoys on the northern and eastern line, 
in accordance with the map on the liceuce, and that he 
extended the limits of the previously marked out bed 
on the northern line, and that he contracted the foi-- 
merly marked out bed on the eastern side. 

Two witnesses swore that the dredging on the 7th 
October took place outside the limits of the buoys as 
laid down by the County Surveyor, in accordance with 
the licence. 

On the part of the defendant it was sworn that Casey 
and his party were dredging within the limits of the 
licensed bed, as marked out on the 19th October, 1864 ; 
that the present licensed bed was a prescriptive bed, 
under the Garvey family, who had for a long time 
exercised exclusive control over it ; that whenever the 
public went upon it to dredge they were always driven 
off, formerly by the Garveys and lately by Captain 
Austin ; that the licence was obtained to have a statut- 
able title, aud to avoid the trouble and expense of 
proving the prescriptive right; and finally, Captain 
Austin swore that he believed that the people in going 
upon the bed did not go there under any bona fide 
belief that they had a right to do so as part of the 
public. 

I was examined in proof of the licence and of the 
proceedings at the inquiry, and explained that although 
there was no provision in the Act of Parliament for 
such public inquiry, the Commissioners felt it to be 
their duty to thoroughly and publicly investigate the 
circumstances of each application, in order to guard 
against the appropriation of any public bed under the 
terms of the 41st section of the 13tli and 14th Vic., 
cap. 88. 

The Judge expressed his opinion that the appellant 
had been arrested “without reasonable and probable 
cause,” but affirmed the decision of the Court below, on 
the ground of the absence of legal malice. That opinion 
he based upon the fact of the bed having been always 
claimed as a several and prescriptive right — of the 
public right not having been asserted — aud therefore 
of the existence of a bona fide belief on the part of 
Captain Austin that the public on the occasion in 
question did not dredge in the bona fide, even though 
mistaken belief that they did so in the exercise of a 
public right. 

The question of the validity or effect of the Commis- 
sioners’ licence did not come into judicial consideration; 
hut in incidentally alluding to the licence the Judge 



designated it as “ a nullity in a case where any public 
right had existed,” without defining when, or specifying 
the necessity for the exercise of the right. He held 
that the licence was of no effect whatever except where 
there was a prescriptive right claimed and exercised. 

This opinion goes farther even than that of Judge 
O’Brien on the subject of the force or validity of the 
Commissioners’ licence. 

The following is a summary of the charge : — The 
action was for false arrest and malicious prosecution; 
and to maintain that action there should be the con- 
currence of two things — malice, and the absence of 
reasonable and probable cause. If there was reason- 
able and probable cause for the prosecution this action 
could not be maintained. So, on the other hand, if 
there was malice, or no reasonable and probable cause, 
the action could be maintained. If the party was not 
actuated by malice this action could not he maintained. 

It was necessary for him to determine whether in this 
case there was reasonable or probable cause, and be 
was disposed to think, as at present advised, that there 
was none. In consequence of the dispute about the 
rights between Captain Austin and the public, his 
selection of a criminal instead of a civil proceeding 
was much to be deplored ; and having referred to the 
Act, the Judge pointed out that persons taking away 
oysters in the manner described in the informations, 
were charged with felony. He had stated his opinion 
earlier in the case, that to resort to a criminal pro- 
ceeding was an utter perversion of the Act of Parlia- 
ment, where parties claimed bona fide rights ; and 
there was a prima facia right in the public to fish in 
the sea up to high-water mark, of which right they 
could not he deprived' until it was proved that the 
ground was in the possession of a private individual. 
The proper way to establish that right was by a civil 
proceeding, to which he (the learned J udge) would not 
further allude. If the rights claimed by the respondent 
were not concurred in by the public, and if they went 
on disputing, although the claimant of the private right 
held a licence — still, if that contention went on, the 
right should he established by the party in a civil court, 
before he was justified in taking a criminal proceeding. 
In this case there were two conterminous fisheries — 
one was a private fishery, the other was a public fishery, 
which the public had been fishing upon up to the limits 
of the Garvey fishery, whatever they were. These limits 
were not very clearly laid down, at least anteriorly to 
the licence. There was a dispute as to the limit of the 
private fishery; and so long as matters lay in that 
state, he should hold that the proceeding by the respon- 
dent was a very improper proceeding — a proceeding that 
he should characterize as destitute of reasonable and 
probable cause, hut still more that he should charac- 
terize as one exceedingly uncalled for — taking these 
people upon a warrant instead of taking them before 
the Petty Sessions. There was no reason to apprehend 
that the people would have fled the country— no reason 
that they would run from j ustice. But there was every 
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reason to believe that, rightly or wrongly, they felt they 
had a right to do what they were doing; and that 
being so, he should repeat that it was a rash thing to 
arrest these people instead of taking them to the 
Petty Sessions. The Magistrates who subsequently 
refused to return these people for trial, acted with very 
proper discretion iu not doing so ; and if these people 
were returned to this court for trial, he would, on the 
evidence which he had before him, direct their acquittal 
on two grounds — first, that there was not reasonable 
or probable cause; and secondly, the limi ts of this 
fishery were not marked or known as such. In order 
to bring a case under the criminal section of the Act 
it was necessary that the oyster beds in question should 
have been marked out, and known as such in one way 
or another. If the limits be not marked, and if they 
be inaccurately marked, which was worse — if they 
were not known — not accurately known — for that was 
the meaning of the Act of Parliament — a criminal 
proceeding could not be sustained. That being so, he 
could not, as far as the evidence which came before 
him went, say that the limits of the Garvey fishery 
were “ marked out, or known as suelr.” "Why were 
they not marked out ? The very evidence showed him 
•that it was for this purpose the licence was obtained. 
After getting the licence the boundary was marked, 
but it was inaccurately and erroneously marked, and it 
remained in this condition until the fishing took place 
on which this proceeding was grounded ; it remained 
down to that inaccurately and erroneously marked. 
It was not, therefore, marked out — meaning accurately 
marked. Another question arose, and it was this — 
were the limits of this private fishery known 1 Were 
they known so as to be notorious 't He was clearly 
of opinion that they were not ; the very application 
for the licence showed that they were not. If 
he was to dispose of this on the existence or non- 
existence of reasonable or probable cause, Ire would 
decide that there was not reasonable cause, and that 
the arrest ot these people was a rash and hasty pro- 
ceeding. He could not, however, make a decree in 
this case, unless he was satisfied that Captain Austin 
was actuated by malicious motives ; but the malice 
was not to be under-stood in a matter of this kind in 
its evil seirse. If the party made use of the criminal 
law purely for his own purposes, not for the sake of 
public justice, but for reasons and purposes of his 
own, on account of disputes with persons with whom 
he was in conflict, he was guilty of malice ; and, ac- 
cordingly, if he believed that Captain Austin did sweat- 
informations to deprive these people of their liberty ; 
if ho believed Captain Austin thought they had acted 
bo7id fide . — that they had a right — he (the Judge) 
would say that there was malice. On this point he 
thought these actions failed. He heard Captain Austin 
give his evidence on the table in a manner that made 
him give it infinite credence. He swore be believed 
at the time that these people knew perfectly well, on 
the 7th October, that they were fishing where the 
public bad not any right— that they were fishing 0 n 
the Garvey fishery, where he had laid out thousands— 



that over and over again he had seen them attempting Appendix. 

to fish there — that they were chased off every time, and . 

that they never once resisted when his men came to chase £ ew UgiB]il - 
them away. Therefore he would say that he would not 
take for granted that Captain Austin believed in his ' 
mind that the people believed they had a right, and he 
could easily believe that there were reasonable grounds 
for Iris being of the opinion that the people had no right 
to fish. Again, there was the proceeding for taking 
out the licence; that proceeding was taken on the 
ground that the Garvey bed was a private one, and 
this extension was to be within its limits. All this 
was discussed, and the people were present; the deci- 
sion of the Commissioner, who was about to report 
the case in Dublin, was known ; the licence of the 
authorities was afterwards obtained; notice of this 
was sent around the country, to show that this was 
part of the Garvey fishery, where the public had no 
right. That was not conclusive, however, on the 
public if they still felt they had a right to go there. 

But it was a strong reason to lead Captain Austin to 
tire belief that they had no right. After chasing them 
away they were present at the meeting. Believing 
that that was the opinion of Captain Austin on that 
occasion, although he (the learned Judge) believed 
Captarn Austin acted rashly; although Captain Austin 
rnrght have acted without reasonable or probable cause; 
although be believed the Magistrates acted properly in 
not sending the ease for trial, yet he could not decree, 
and he would affirm the dismiss in the six cases. 




Tanrago, Ballysodare, 

March 14th, 1866. 

SIR, — I request you will submit to the Commissioner-8 
of Fisheries the following statement : — 

At the late Assizes held in Sligo, Sir Robert Gore 
Booth, barf., prosecuted certain parties for dr-edging 
oysters on a bed given to him by licence from the Com- 
missioners. The prosecution failed, on the ground that 
previous to the granting of said licence the public had 
enjoyed a right of fishing there. It thus appears that 
a lrcence regularly granted by the Commissioners can 
be at any time set aside if parties are found to swear 
they had dredged on the site. 

I wish to ask the Commissioners have I any means 
of asserting my rights under the licence recently granted 
me by them, and if not whether they are prepared to 
seek from Parliament power to make a final decision in 
such cases with a full confirmation of jrrevious grants i 

If not there is no use in my going to the expense of 
laying down oysters which may be at any time token 
away, and without redress, according to the law, as 
laid down by Justice O’Brien, who thus interprets the 
concluding portion of tire 41st section of the 13th & 1 4th 
Vic., cap. 88. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

It. G. Vebschoyle. 

To E. Hornsby, esq. 



G 
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Alleged 
Arrear of 



Statement as to alleged Arrear of Funds for the Promotion of the Sea Fisheries, Ireland. 



Copy Letter to George Alexander Hamilton, 
esq., Treasury. 

2, Craven-street, Strand, 

3rd May, 18C5. 

My dear Sir, — The claims put forward before the 
Taxation Committee for a large arrear of funds avail- 
able for the promotion of the sea fisheries of Ireland 
were so confidently entertained by the Chairman and 
other members of the Committee, and so fully sanc- 
tioned by the opinions of the Dublin press, that I 
hesitated before I should deliberately report my con- 
viction that the claim was utterly groundless. It 
became necessary for me to communicate with the office 
m Dublin ; and I am now enabled to furnish a detailed 
statement of the whole matter, which I beg to submit. 
If it shall appear to more competent judges that my 
view of the case is correct, it will be desirable that the 
impression made upon the Committee be removed 
before they shall have reported. 

You will find in the last page of the enclosed paper a 
copy of aleader from the Dublin Irish Times of Monday, 
which seems to take the whole affair as admitted, and 
leaves the public to believe that there is a fund imme- 
diately available of .£170,000. The article states : — 

“ If the Board of Irish Fisheries should not now 
think proper to take the opinion of Her Majesty’s law 
advisers upon the validity of the grant of .£5,000 a 
year, the Irish Executive should do so. The Select 
Committee upon the Taxation of Ireland, if it has per- 
formed no other service, deserves the gratitude of the 
country for having elicited so much and so important 
testimony respecting the condition and wants of the 
Irish fisheries. It lies within the scope of then.’ com- 
mission to ascertain the fate of this £5,000 a year, and 
to secure not only the future annual payment of this 
sum, but the recovery of the arrears of thirty-four years.” 
I am, my dear sir, very faithfully yours, 

J. Redmond Barry. 

George Alexander Hamilton, esq., 

The Treasury. 

Mr. Barry’s Report on the Question of alleged 
Arrears. 

Adelphi Hotel, London, 

29th April, 1865. 

Several statements in reference to the sea fisheries of 
Ireland have been recently made to the “ Select Com- 
mittee” now sitting On “ the Taxation of Ireland,” and- 
the department having the charge of administering the 
sea fishery laws in Ireland, have been accused of with- 
holding certain funds which are said to be available for 
the encouragement of the deep sea and coast fisheries, 
or of not having called for those funds from the Govern- 
ment. 

Under the Act 59th Geo. HI., cap. 109, sec. 6G, an 
annual sum of £5,000 was placed at the disposal of the 
Lord Lieutenant to be paid to the Commissioners of 
Irish Fisheries appointed under the same Act, to he 
applied in the encouragement of the coast fisheries 
during the continuance of the Act, which under the 
68th section expired and ceased to be in force in five 
years from 1819. 

In June, 1824, another Act was passed, 5th Geo. IV., 
cap. 64 ; sec. 2 revives the several bounties from the 
5th July following, being the period of the expiration 



of the last recited Act of 59tli Geo. III., and continues 
the said bounties to the 5tl> July, 1829; and the 9th 
section of the Act of 1824 also continues the grant of 
£5,000 a year, restricting its application to “ encourag- 
ing and assisting the building or repairing of piers or 
quays, except only the sum of £500 for providing 
materials for the repair of the boats of poor fishermen.” 

In May, 1826, another Act was passed, 7th Geo. TV., 
cap. 34, continuing both preceding Acts to 5th of April, 
1830. 

In June, 1829, a short Act passed, 10th Geo. IV., 
cap. 33, to facilitate the recovery by civil bill, and at 
petty sessions, by the Commissioners, of loans made to 
fishermen for which promissory notes had been taken, 
not exceeding £10, limiting the costs, and by the 4th 
section declaring — “ That it shall and may be lawful 
for the Commissioners of the Irish Fisheries, so for as 
the extent of the funds vested in them for the encou- 
ragement of the said fisheries will admit thereof, to 
enter into any contracts for the erection of any piers, 
or for the advance or repayment of any loans under the 
said recited Acts, although the time necessary for the 
completion of such works, or for the repayment of such 
loans, may extend to a period beyond the 5th day of 
April, 1830.” 

The next Act was in July, 1830 — after the full ex- 
piration of the former Acts — 1st Win. IV., cap. 54. 

The 6th section of this Act, referring to the former 
expired Acts, enacts '* — “ And whereas- for the purposes 
hereinafter mentioned, it is expedient that all the 
powers of the said Commissioner's of Irish Fisheries 
should be transferred to the directors of all works re- 
lating to inland navigation in Ireland for the time 
being : be it therefore enacted, that from aud after the 
passing of this Act, all aud every right, title, and inte- 
rest of the said Commissioners of Irish Fisheries, and 
all powers aud authorities vested in them in or by the 
said recited Act of the 59th year- of His said late Ma- 
jesty, or in or by any other Act or Acts in force 
immediately before the said 5th day of April, shall be 
transferred and conveyed to, and the same are hereby 
vested in, and shall be exercised by the directors of all 
works relating to inland navigation in Ireland for the 
time being,” <Ssc., &o. 

The next or 7th section authorizes the Lord Lieute- 
nant to appoint and employ any other persons for the 
completing the erection of any pier which shall liavebeen 
begun, or for the repayment of any loans which shall 
have been advanced for the encouragement of the Irish 
fisheries at any time previous to the 5th day of April, 
1830, under any Act or Acts in force immediately be- 
fore that day, aud in general for the managing and 
concluding of all concerns, matters, and things which 
shall have been commenced under the authority of the 
said Commissioners of Irish Fisheries, and which shall 
not have been brought to a conclusion before the pass- 
ing of this Act. . 

The 8th or next section authorizes the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, during a period of five years from the 5th of 
April, 1830, from time to time, to direct any sum or 
sums of money, not exceeding the sum, of — 

£ 

4.500 in the first year, 

3.500 in the second year, 

2.500 in the third year, 

] ,500 in the fourth year, 

1,000 in the fifth year, 

13,000 



* See the whole previous part of this section. 
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to be issued and paid to the Direotors of Inland Navi- 
gation — “ To be applied in completing any piers which 
shall have been begun before the 5th day of April, 
1830, and in paying such officers as shall be necessarily 
employed in and about or relating to the completion of 
such piers, or in relation to the repayment of any 
loans made and lent before the said 5th day of April, 
1830, or in or about any matters relating to the said 
fisheries, and requisite to be done for fulfilling the 
purposes of this Act.” 

The 9th or last section of tliis Act gives to the Di- 
rectors of Inland Navigation all the powers of the 
Commissioners of Fisheries — “ For the purposes of this 
Act, and for the payment of all bounties which may 
have become payable at any time before the said 5th 
day of April, 1830, and for the performance of all 
matters and tilings relating to such bounties by the 
said Acts granted, or any of them.” 

The Public Works Act, 1st and 2nd Win. IV., cap. 
33, transfers to the Commissioners of Public Works 
appointed under that Act by the 106th section, all 
powers vesting in the Directors of Inland Navigation, 
and directs the payment of the several yearly sums for 
five years to the new Board — “ For the completion of 
piers and any and every purpose in any of the said 
Acts mentioned, to the Commissioners for the execution 
of this Act, instead of the Directors of Inland Naviga- 
tion.” 

We now come to the next measure of legislation re- 
lating to the Irish fisheries, the 5th and Cth Vic., cap. 
106. 

The 1st section in that Act states — “ Whereas it is 
expedient to consolidate and amend the several Acts 
now in force in Ireland relating to the fisheries thereof, 
and that for such purpose all enactments now in force 
in Ireland relating to the fisheries thereof should be 
repealed.” 

Then comes tlie special repeal of twenty-five Acts, 
from tin' reign of the fifth .Edward to the first and se- 
cond of Victoria, including the four Acts to which I 
have especially referred herein. 

All those Acts, so far as they relate to Ireland, have 
been by this section repealed, with only the following 
qualification or provision 

“ Provided always that nothing herein contained 
shall be construed to repeal any enactments or provi- 
sions of the said Acts, or any of them, which relate to 
piers or quays, or assisting poor fishermen, or any 
powers in respect thereof now vested in the Commis- 
sioners of Public Works in Ireland, or any moneys 
applicable to such purposes in the hands of the Com- 
missioners of Public Works ; but that all such enact- 
ments and provisions relating to piers or quays, or to 
the assistance of poor fishermen, and all such powers in 
respect thereof, or of the application of the moneys ap- 
plicable to such purposes, shall remain of full force and 
effect." 

This provision in the repealing section of the 5th 
and 6th Victoria, constitutes the foundation for the 
claim now made for a continued grant of £5,000 a year 
for the encouragement of the coast fisheries, and an as- 
sertion “ that the accumulated sum since 1842 should 
be now available to the same purpose.” 

A parliamentary return, No. 563, furnished in July, 
1864, and attached to this paper, will show that of all 
the moneys which came to the hands of the Commis- 
sioners of Public Works as the successors of the Direc- 
tors of Inland Navigation, under the several statutes 
before referred to, there remained a balance of £711 
7 s. 2d., the whole of the funds having been administered 
in conformity with the terms of the Act, 1st Wm. IV., 
cap. 54, in completing the engagements, finishing the 
piers and quays, and generally winding up the affairs 
and concerns of the old commission, which was finally 
extinguished on the 5th April, 1830. 

This seems to me to have appeared to be the full and 
dear intention of the Legislature in the several statutes 
passed since 1830. 

J. Redmond Barry. 



Return showing' the Amount directed by the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland to be paid to the Commis- 
sioners of Irish Fisheries, pursuant to the Act 
69 Geo. Ill, c. 109, and the Amount applied by 
said Commissioners for the Encouragement of Coast 
Fisheries in each year from January, 1820, to 
January, 1864, inclusive; stating the manner and 
under what regulations such sum or sums of money 
have been applied ; and showing the number of 
Applications, and by whom, made to such Commis- 
sioners for money to be applied to the encouragement 
of such Coast Fisheries, and the mode in which it 
was proposed such encouragement should be given, 
and the result of such Applications in each year 
during the same period. 

[Furnished by order of the House of Commons, upon the 
motion of Sir Edward Grogan.] 



Sea Fisheries (Ireland). 

The Act referred to iu tliis Order, 59 Geo. III., c. 
109, was repealed by 1 Win. IV., c. 54, s. 5 ; and 
ceased to be in operation in the year 1830. 1 

It appears by a return to Parliament, made in obe- 
dience to au Order of the Honourable House, Par. Pro. 
dated 1st July, 1842, No. 394, that from the passing 
of the Act 59 Geo. III., e. 109, to its repeal, the 
amount issued for the encouragement of the coast 
fisheries was £259,358 Gs. did. 

This amount was expended under the following 
heads : — 

„ . £ s. d. 

Bounties, . . . . 163,376 7 54 

salaries and Travelling Expenses, . 68,132 12 0 

Improvement and Construction of Piers 
and Quays, .... 20,759 9 74 

To poor Fishermen, for repairs of Boats 
and Tackle, .... 5,421 13 10 

For new Boats built, . . . 1,658 3 24 



259,358 6 64 

The details of tliis expenditure can only he obtained 
through the records of the former Fishery Department, 
not in the possession of the present Fishery Commis- 
sioners. 



From 1830 to 1842. — The winding up 
and management of the Sea Fisheries 
of Ireland, vested respectively in the 
Directors-General of Inland Naviga- 
tion and the Commissioners of Public 
Works in Ireland, to whom the fisher- 
men’s notesand thebalances of loans and 
contributions to the erection of Piers 
and Harhourswere transferred, amount- 
ing to . . . . . 23,317 14 6 

Together with an augmentation pursuant 
to the terms of 1 Wm. IV., c. 54, 
amounting in five years to . . 13,000 0 0 



36,317 14 6 

Of which there appears, by the return 
dated 1st July, 1842, No. 394, to have 
been expended up to 10th June, 1842, 28,138 14 10 



Leaving then a balance of . . 8,178 19 8 

Of this balance, pursuant to 1 Wm. 17., 
o. 54, there now remains in bank . 711 7 2 



Consequently there has been expended 
out of this old fund, since 10th June, 

1842, ..... 7.467 12 6 

1842. — Tli e 5th and 6th Viet., c. 106, passed on the 
10th August, 1842, and its several amendments, have 
constituted the laws under which the fisheries of Ire- 
land have been since managed. Neither that Act nor 
any subsequent one conferred upon the Lord Lieutenant 
any powers to pay to the newly-formed Fishery De- 
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partment (the Commissioners of Public Works) any 
amount for this or any other purpose. 

The second section of tliat Act authorizes the Com- 
missioners, 'with the consent and approbation of the 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, to appoint 
inspectors, clerks, and other officers, and to pay them, 
but does not sanction any other expenditure. 

Numberless applications have from time to time been 
made to the Commissioners, both by letters and per- 
sonal interviews, for pecuniary aid for various purposes, 
and for cases of extreme distress among the fishermen ; 
but the answer has been invariably and necessarily — 
no funds available. 

During a season of great distress in 1846, the Lords 
of tire Treasury placed at the disposal of the Commis- 
sioners a sum of £5,000 from what was termed, “ the 
Irish Reproductive Loan Fund,” for the establishment 
of a certain number of curing stations for training the 
fishermen in superior modes of curing fish, and for- 
making loans for fishing tackle. They were discontinued 
after the experiment had been tried some time. ^ 

Amount advanced from Loan Fund, 5,000 0 0 

Returned to Treasury in February, 1863, 876 6 1 

Total expended on Curing Stations, 4,128 13 11 

In 1846, the Piers and Harbours Act, 9 
Viet., c. 3, was passed. Under that 
Act and its amendment, 10 & 11 Viet., 
c. 79, grants amounting to £90,000 
were authorized to be issued in aid of 
building fishery piers and harbours. 

Of this sum there has been expended 
by the Board up to Jauuary, 1864, . 75,345 5 9 

Nearly the entire balance has been allo- 
cated ; and there has been issued out 
of the Board’s Loan Fund the sum of 37,474 11 0 
The whole of this latter sum is in course of repay- 
ment by counties and individuals locally interested in 
the works for which the money was advanced by way 
of loan. 

E. Hornsby. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

21st July, 1864. 

Supplementary Report as to alleged Arrear op 
Funds for the Promotion op Fisheries in Ire- 
land. 

Finding that this question has been recently raised 
at an evening meeting of the Royal Dublin Society, 
where Sir Edward Grogan, bai-t., presided, on the 
reading of a paper on the “ Herring Fisheries of Ire- 
land,” by Mr. Andrews, and that he has still a full 
conviction that a sum of £5,000 a year of the late Irish 
currency is still in full force, unappropriated for thirty- 
five years, and that the late Lord Mayor of Dublin, Mr. 
Barrington, had calculated this arrear at £200,000, and 
that Sir Edward Grogan had fully confirmed the state- 
ments of both gentlemen, I have again turned my 
thoughts to the subject, and devoted the most intense con- 
sideration to all its bearings, in the earnest hope that I 
should find my first formed impi-essions on the question 
erroneous, being fully confident that if it should be so, 
there would be a great probability of finding the 
Government very willing to entertain the question of 
inquiry into the foundation of the claim. 

I have attentively considered the report made by 
me to the Treasury of the 29th of April, 1865 ; I have 
cai-efully collated the several statements made in that 
report with the several Acts of Parliament to which they 
refer, and I am wholly unable to retract a single word 
of the report, and am still fully convinced that the 
legal and equitable and rational interpretation of those 
statutes can bear no other construction than that thei-e 
is no foundation for the claim, and that the 1st of 



Wm. IV., cap. 54, on the 16th of July, 1830, while 
as its title professed, it continued (hut only to Scotland), 
a perpetuity in her expensive and valuable fishery 
establishment (boimties alone excepted), utterly ex- 
tinguished every vestige of prospective encouragement 
to Ireland, providing only for engagements entered 
into, and works undertaken before the 5th day of 
April, 1830. * 

Sir Edward Grogan, while, in the most unqualified- 
terms he stated “ that Mr. Andrews had convinced 
him that Ireland was fully entitled to £5,000 a 
year for her fisheries, and which was allowed to fall 
into abeyance thirty-five years since ; there were now 

about £150,000 due on that head, without interest ” 

(I quote from Maunders, 20th February), never contra- 
dicted, and while the honourable baronet referred to 
the proceedings of the Select Committee on Taxation 
of Ireland, in last session, it seemed to have escaped 
his memory that he, having been a most efficient 
member of that Committee, had actually moved a long 
paragraph on the last day of the Committee sitting, 

I think it was the 18th May, embodying in a detailed 
and ingenious statement the whole foundation for the 
claim of arrears of £5,000, and affirming the fact of its 
being still due, and that this proposition was “ put and 
negatived.” 

It is true that the Committee, referring in the three 
last paragraphs of their report to the subject of the 
£5,000 a year for fisheries, have so far recognised the 
question as to have stated “ whether the original grant 
of £5,000 a year is still in force or capable of effect, 
appears to your Committee to be a legal question of 
no small importance, and possibly of some nicety ; 
your Committee strongly recommend that the question 
be submitted for the opinion of the legal advisers of 
the Crown. — 1st June, 1865." 

J. Redmond Barry. 

Office of Public Works, 

Department of Fisheries, 

28th February, 1866. 

Since writing the above, my attention has been 
directed to the 9th section of the 5th Geo. IV., cap. 
64, which specifically defines the purposes to which 
the £5,000 granted under the 59th Geo. III., cap. 
109, should be applied, and an inference is drawn 
that this direction gave a continuity to the grant, 
though the Act which granted it expired at the 
end of the next session of Parliament, which would be 
the session following this same 5th Geo. IV., cap. 64, or 
the end of the session of 1825, so that it was barely in 
force for a year after the passing of the 5th Geo. IV., 
in June, 1824. 

But we find the 4th section of the 7th Geo. IV., cap. 
34, specifically reviving and continuing the unaltered 
and unrepealed provisions of the 59th Geo. III., cap. 
109, “ to remain in full force ami effect until ami upon 
the said 5th day of April, 1830." 

The following Act, 10th Geo. IV., cap. 33, 4th 
June, 1829, section 4, extends the period for contracts 
or for the completion of such works or for the repay- 
ment to a period beyond the 5th day of April, 1830 ; 
clearly marking that day again as the termination to 
all encouragement to the Irish fisheries. 

Next comes the 1st Wm. IV., cap. 54, 16th July, 
1830, which is strangely intituled “ An Act to revive, 
continue, andamend several A cts relating to theFisheries, 
hut the main object of which was to continue to Scot- 
land everything but boimties, and to provide for the 
collection of the loans made to poor fishermen m 
Ireland, and to provide for the completion of works 
which should have been commenced before the 5th 
April, 1830. 

* J. R. B. 
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Letter from J. Redmond Barry, Esq. 



Office of Public Woiks, 

1st August, 1865. 

Dear Sir, 

Finding, on my return to town, that you had taken 
your departure for the north, and supposing that you have 
by this time reached your destination at Bergen, it struck me 
that it may not be amiss to remind you how much will be 
expected from ihis important mission. We, therefore, should 
omit no opportunity of rendering this visit a valuable source 
of practical information. 

Although one can hardly expect to find in those northern 
latitudes the same progress of general improvement for 
which France is becoming so remarkable, 1 am stronglv 
disposed to think that even a partially backward and un- 
civilized community, dependent for existence mainly on one 
branch of industry, must become more expert, and must 
have acquired from experience more knowledge than could 
be found in more highly civilized quarters, where there 
existed more numerous sources of profitable employment. 

You know how deplorably ignorant we are upon many 
important points which are unsettled subjects of contention 
between the different classes of fishermen, and liow very 
important it would he to he furnished with such practical 
information as should enable us to test by the experience of 
other countries the effects of those modes of fishing com- 
plained of here as over- exhaustive — of course making full 
allowance for the more abundant supplies which are found 
in Northern latitudes, and for the great difference in tem- 
perature It is at length admitted that there is no possible 
reason why, what we call sea-fish, should not require, like 
salmon, a period of rest for reproduction and recovery. 

I find by an article in the July number of Chambers on 
1 The Loffoden Isles.' which I send you herewith, that the 
Norwegian fishers had at one time attributed to steam 
navigation a dearth of fish, which was soon traced to other 
causes ; but that they now rarely commence fishing till very 
near Christmas, and about the end of January more than four 
thousand boats, with crews amounting to twenty thousand 
persons, are assembled. The most agreeable feature in this 
scene seems to be the unity of purpose and of feeling, and 
the cordial spirit of co-operation which prevails amongst the 
vast assemblage. The weather, of course, is wild and 
variable, but, each morning, a signal is hoisted when the 
weather is such that the boats can venture out. ‘ Towards 
the end of March the spawning season commences. The 
greatest quantity is taken at this time, and towards the 
beginning of April it perceptibly decreases, and by the 
middle of the month the season is over.’ 

It would therefore appear that in this fishery there is a 
close season of nearly nine months, including the very fine 
weather in spring, summer, and autumn, and leaving only 
those wild and stormy months when danger is at its full. 

The ignorance which is said to prevail as to the quarter 
from whence the great shoals of cod-fish come is remarkable, 
as well as the fact that they are never seen below the small 
Island of ‘Rost,’ the most southern of the Loffodens. Can fhis 
be a preference to a very cold temperature, and is it a reason 
why we in the south have so much a more limited supply? 

The only restriction that I can see refereed to is against 
‘ laying down nets in the daytime.’ Does this mean that 
they are not to continue set during the day ? 

Although there is a rough account given in the paper 
of the engines used, I need hardly remind you of the im- 
portance of having minute knowledge of the size of the 
meshes, the dimensions of each net, the material of which 
composed, the nature of the preservative used — whether 
bark, catechu, or other matter, with, by all means, a small 
piece of the netting, and specimens of the lines and hooksused, 
with all possible particulars as to the nature of the bait 
used. 

The great depth of water where the cod fishery prevails 
probably precludes the use of any species of trawl or ground 
drag net, and no mention is made of any other than cod- 
fish. Are there turbot, soles, plaice, and other flat fish, and 
how and at what seasons are they taken ? 

Can you procure copies of any national laws for the regu- 
lation o{ the fisheries ; and are there any conventional 
regulations which are observed by the several fishing com- 
munities. 

As there is at present a great 1 note of preparation ' for 
the establishment of joint stock companies, it would he 
well if you could ascertain whether any such associations 
were formed in the north, and under what circumstances, 
and. with what success ; and if possible for you to procure 
copies of the prospectuses or general regulations, but most 



especially the nature of the arrangements between the 
companies and the operative fishermen as to remuneration, 
whether by shares of the fish taken, or by fixed wages. 

Other publications which I have consulted state that 
Bergen alone exports annually, ‘2,000,000 of specie 
dollars' worth of stock-fish, 500,000 barrels of salted her- 
rings, and 20,000 barrels of cod oil, together with large 
quantities of spawn and fish scales to the south of Europe, 
where they are. used as baits for the fishery of sardines in 
the Mediterranean.’ Query-mat is meant by fish-scales 
and spawn 9 

As the quantity of herrings exported would seem to 
exceed the whole export from Scotland and the Isle of Man 
in 1864 (364,507 barrels), one would like to know how they 
stood as to quality ; whether gutted or otherwise ; whether 
carefully packed and barrelled, and whether fir timber was 
used in the barrels, and whether stamped by any official 
brand or only by the name of the exporter ? Where sent 
chiefly, and what the ordinary price? 

The next subject to which I would beg your attention is 
the kind and general price of salt used lor the cure of fish, 
native or imported ; if the former, where, and how manu- 
factured. whether by artificial heat, as in this country from 
rock salt, or as in southern climates by absorption from 
natural heat, from sea water, if so, particulars of process. 

I find that no place is more remarkable for the lobster 
fishery than Norway ; they are brought alive to the London 
market. I think they chietly come from ‘ Stavanger and 
the Naze,' near the Skager Rack, but are also taken at Ber- 
gen ; ascertain the mode of capture, and, if there be any- 
thing new in the construction of the lobster pots, brinw a 
patt ern or a drawing. Thegeneral knowledge as to thenatnral 
history of that fish must be best known where it abounds, 
and it has probably been the subject of regulation as to 
season, &c. I have never been able to find any satisfactory 
information on the subject later than the days of Pennant, 
1797, all that you can learn must he interesting, and may 
aid us in suggesting regulations which may be tried to 
prevent exhaustion and to secure a more constant supply 
than we receive at present from our own shores. I have 
had numerous remonstrances from Connemara and other 
places about overfishing out of season, and suggestions for 
some regulation for a simple and inexpensive clip upon the 
claws to prevent the effects of their very pugnacious tenden- 
cies during transit to the several markets. The whole 
subject is of greater importance than it may seem to persons 
unacquainted with the present extent of the trade and its 
capability of improvement in various ways. 

You are in the land of ice, and I would therefore request 
of you to extend your inquiry to this article, now become 
so very important to our fisheries; whether it is much 
used with fish and how ; whether any means are required 
for preserving it during the hot season by any peculiar 
structures, such as ice-houses; what the general price is 
during the season when it abounds, and at what rate of 
freight it can be delivered in any of our ports. 

Our friends in Dawson-street will, I am sure, not con- 
sider it an undue encroachment on their province, if you 
can obtain any interesting information calculated to enlarge 
the very limited knowledge we have of the habits and 
general history of the salmon, chiefly as to restraints by close 
season and by the abridgment of the means of capture by 
productive or, as they have been decreed, destructive engines, 
the general size and weight, the opinion generally enter- 
tained by the most intelligent persons on the still disputed 
question of the parr, and still more doubtful question of the 
length of time which intervenes between the descent of the 
fry and the return of the grilse. 

I can find nowhere any account of oysters in the northern 
estuaries. I suppose the temperature would not suit their 
tastes. 

I am afraid that I have been more diffuse than was 
necessary, and I am quite sure that I have mentioned 
several matters which would not have escaped your own 
intelligent mind ; but, as my advanced years and not very 
robust constitution have prevented me from availing myself 
of our Chairman’s offer ; and as I have unhesitatingly pledged 
myself that the mission could not be committed to better or 
more efficient hands than yours, I feel more than ordinary 
interest in its success. 

Beh'eve me to be very faithfully yours, 

(Signed), J. Redmond Barrt. 

J. P. Brophy, Esq., Bergen. 
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Notes on the Fisheries of Norway. 



Preliminary. 

In submitting the following' memoranduin on the 
subject of the fisheries of Norway, 'anil the Exhibition 
of fishery objects at Bergen, in August, 1SG5, at 
which Exhibition I lmd the honour of being deputed 
by the Commissioners to attend, I beg to state that iny 
information has been derived from most reliable sources, 
from personal observation, and from intercourse with 
the parties engaged in the fishing trade, and obtaining 
a livelihood from it. I must at the outset refer to 
two difficulties with which I had. to contend, and 
which I conscientiously endeavoured to overcome 
or counteract — a want of acquaintance with the lan- 
guage of the country, and an absence of any book of 
reference or printed authority on the subjects to which 
I am about to refer. Guide books and tourists’ di- 
rections I have seen ; but they contain nothing on the 
matter in hand. They give a pretty good idea of what 
one may expect in the way of eating, di'inking, and 
sleeping, but, so far as I have seeu, they do not profess 
to be an authority on the industrial position and rela- 
tions of the country. 

The physical conformation and circumstances of 
Norway make it essentially, and as a permanent habi- 
tation for man, a fishing location. If it had not its 
innumerable protecting islands on the west, tranquil- 
lizing the waters of an ever-troubled and boiling sea ; 
its vast fiords, bringing that 'sea and its inhabitants 
into the very centre of one of the oldest mountain 
ranges in Europe, and tempering the rigidity necessa- 
rily consequent on a high latitude anil groat surface 
elevation ; harbours which the expenditure of all hu- 
man wealth and skill could vainly hope to rival, 
Norway would be indeed a barren waste. The unceas- 
ing erosion of her mountains yields but little or no 
fertilizing matter to a naturally unfertile lowland ; the 
labour of her children, if hundred handed, could not 
extract from the soil as much food as would supply 
oue-fortieth of her present inhabitants. Hence the 
Norwegians have been necessarily thrown upon the 
water for food and the other things needful, and from 
that element they liave reaped golden harvests. They 
were formerly and in ruder times kings of the ocean ; 
now they are its peaceful and beneficent conqueroi-s, 
deriving from it what the stubborn land refuses, and 
making it subserve to then- own wants, as well as to 
those of a vast number of other people who inherit a 
more genial clime, and are rich in agricultural wealth. 

Approaching Norway on the south, a stranger, un- 
less he be from some veiy flat or low-lying country, 
sees nothing of a singular or striking character in the 
height or contour of the hills. The coast is jagged, and 
in many places deeply indented ; there is no speck of 
vegetation on the heights, which present a hard inhos- 
pitable, and weather-worn aspect, for the most part 
irregularly rounded, but occasionally running up into 
splintery peaks or sharp ridges. There is no marked 
geological feature to compensate for the absence of 
sublimity or vegetation ; there are only, and at no 
grand elevation, the old granite, gneiss, mica schist, 
and quartz formations, with which we of Great Britain 
and Ireland are so familiar, and a strauger such as I 
have alluded to must experience a feeling of disappoint- 
ment at this Bret view of a Nonvegian coast. But this 
feeling cannot he of long duration. He suddenly enters 
a fiord where the sea, for miles on miles, has triumphed 
over the land ; the hills tower into pi'ecipitous moun- 
tains, clothed with forests of beech and pines; the 
angry waters become smooth as a glassy lake, broken 
only by the plasli of the fisherman’s oar ; the golden 
sunlight is reflected from a thousand peaks in a thou- 
sand fanciful forms ; aud the spectator sees before him, 
in his ever winding course, nature in as grand an as- 



pect, and in such constantly varying and beautiful 
forms as must stir the heart of the most phle'uuatie 
and satisfy the eye of the mast exacting. 

• I sailed from Leith on the morning of the 27th 
J uly ; reached Christiansaucl on the 29th, where I had 
to remain two days for the boat from Christiania ; and 
entered the Bergen roads early in the morning of the 
2nd August. It was about six o’clock as we ap- 
proached the mouth of the harbour, and the water was 
dotted over with innumerable skiffs and praams, all 
bent in the direction of the town, aud each making a 
triple line of wake, which to me was a hydraulic 
paradox. 

My luggage having been examined by the custom- 
house authorities, I dropped into a boat, aud having 
got quartern with difficulty, owing to the crowds of 
strangers in town, arrived for the Exhibition, I made 
my way to the fish market, its position liaving been 
indicated by the direction taken by the fishing boats. 
There I witnessed a scene altogether new. The fish 
— except the larger kinds, cod, hake, ling, aud holibut 
— were swimming aud jumping in large tubs tilled 
•with water, and either deposited on the quay or still 
remaining in the boats; crowds of women in every 
variety of costume straggled with each other for pre- 
cedence, aud chaffered about the prices; and when 
each bargain was concluded, after much expostulation 
on both sides, a heecli twig, of which there was a sup- 
ply in each boat, was run through the gills and mouths 
of the fish, and the still wriggling lot was carried off 
in triumph by the apparently satisfied purchaser. The 
quantity of fish thus sold every morning, and particu- 
larly ou Wednesdays and Saturdays, is very large and 
very varied in kind. The Bergen people live to a very 
great extent on fish ; it is dressed in every possible 
way, and served in profusion at every meal. 

Leaning over a rail at the quay side, I soon became 
aware of the nature and object of the floating pieces of 
wood that followed at the stern of the boats. They 
were small well-boats, or viviers, in which the smaller 
kiuds of fish (haddock, whiting, flounders, dabs, bass, 
eels, etc.,) are brought alive from the fishing ground. 
They are from 4 to 5 feet long, aud about 1 to 2 feet deep; 
boat, or nearly coffin shaped ; flat at top and bottom ; 
aud through a square opening or two ou the top, covered 
when in the water by a hoard which turns on a pivot, 
the fisli are taken out and placed in the tubs for side : 
the sides and bottom are perforated to admit the water. 

Bergen contains about 30,000 inhabitants. It is 
situated about nine miles from the open sea, ou the 
western side of a capacious harbour, sheltered from 
every wind by hills which rise to a height of from 500 
to 2,000 feet. The houses, which are built of wood on 
a foundation of dry rubble stone, are capacious, well 
lighted, and cheerful in appearance. Great attention 
is paid to the painting of the exteriors, and almost 
every window is furnished with a row of flowering 
plants in ornamental pots and' boxes. There is a 
plentiful supply of water and gas ; the streets are 
clean and well kept ; everywhere there is an, ap- 
pearance of comfort and wealth ; the trade is vigo- 
rous and progressive ; the huge fish warehouses are 
gigantic monuments of the industry of the people ; and 
while fish and fish curing constitute the great commer- 
cial wealth of the town, the burgh is well represented 
in ship building, rope making, coopering, iron work, 
and all those trades and occupations which wealth ana 
civilization demand. 

Fisheries. 

Legislation as to the fishing in Norway has been 
confined to the salmon, cod, herrings, lobsters, and 
oysters. There is neither a central administrative 
board nor a system of local inspection, except to -a 
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limited extent in the cases of the great cod and herring 
fishery, -which is Superintended by a body of marine 
officers, -who attend at these fisheries accompanied by a 
certain number of judges 'and juror's, for the mainte- 
nance of order and the enforcement of the regulations. 
All else is left to the ordinary tribunals, and to the 
action of those officers who are intrusted with the ad- 
ministration of the general laws of the country. 

Salmon Fishery. 

Hie law for the regulation of the salmon and trout 
fishing passed the Storthing, and received the royal 
assent on the 23rd May, 1863. It is based on the 
principles of the English and Scotch laws, and is to the 
following effect : — 

1st. Between the 1 4 th September and 1 4tli February 
in each yaw no person shall catch or kill salmon or 
sidmon trout by any means whatever, or use or place 
any implement of any kind for that purpose. 

2nd. Besides this annual close season, there is a 
weekly close time from six o’clock on Saturday evening 
to six o’clock on Monday morning, wi thin which no 
salmon or trout shall be taken by any engine whatever. 

3rd. The King can by an order completely prohibit- 
the catching of fish at the mouth of any river fre- 
quented by salmon or trout in any district, or the use 
of any mesh less than 2 j- inches between the knots • 
such districts to be defined in the order. 

4th. In fiords, on the coast, and at the mouths of 
rivers frequented by salmon, and so far up the rivers 
as salmon or trout can ran, no net can be used of less 
dimensions than 2 A- inches between the knots. 

5th. In other engines or modes of capture there 
must be ten openings of not less than indies. If 
wooden bare be used in an engine, these bars must be 
2 inches apart. 

6th. At the mouths of rivers the use of cross-lines 
by which young salmon or trout can be caught is at all 
times prohibited. 

'fh- There shall be no oiler for sale, buying, or 
having in possession salmon or trout in the close time, 
under the same penalty as for fisliiug, nor shall salmon 
or trout of less than eight inches long be offered for 
sale at any time. 

Penalties . — For first offence, half a dollar to ten dol- 
lars ; second, two dollars to twenty ; and for every 
offence afterwards, live dollars to thirty, besides the 
forfeiture of the implement used. 

8th. These regulations not applicable to rivers not 
frequented by salmon, although these rivers may be 
frequented by salmon ti-out. 

‘Jth. By tliis Act the laws of 1848 and 1S57 are 
repealed. 

These are the chief regulations. There is no provi- 
sion for assessment or protection, and no special officers 
to superintend the fishery or carry out the law. The 
enforcement of the law is left to the ordinary officers 
and tribunals ; the protection to the action of the per- 
sons individually interested. 

I understand that this law is almost wholly inope- 
rative ; that the rivers are mercilessly hauled, in season 
and out of season, by every species of net and mesh ; 
that all kinds of engines are used in the rivers and at 
their mouths ; that the fish are extensively killed on 
the spawning beds ; that there is no protection by in- 
dividuals, except in very few instances ; and that the 
truth of the adage, “ what is everybody’s business is 
nobody’s,” is year by year manifested by the increasing 
deterioration of the salmon fisheries. This is greatly 
to be regretted, and is loudly complained of by those 
who pay lai-ge sums for rivers for sporting purposes ; 
while in a commercial point of view, unless this state 
of things be altered, Norway salmon, outside Norway, 
"will be amongst the things that were. The salmon of 
this country is very fine ; it is very similar in shape, 
Slze > a nd flavour to our Limerick salmon. The export 
trade is almost altogether with England, whither it is 
sent m ice, and a small portion kippered. In this 
latter condition it is eaten very largely in Norway, 



without being subjected to any cooking process. The 
construction of salmon passes would effect a wonderful 
revolution (protection being established), for the fosses 
on the salmon rivers are veiy numerous ; and I am 
happy to say that the Commissioners’ models at the 
Exhibition have Lid the effect of directing attention, 
which I hope will have its practical results, to tliis 
important and, in many cases, absolutely necessaiy 
means of maintaining. and promoting the salmon fishe- 
ries. Experiments have been recently made to a 
limited extent in artificial reproduction, according to 
the most liigMy recommended plans and modes of pro- 
ceeding ; but the detei-mination of tliis highly interest- 
ing qiiestion by practical results rests, as in other 
countries veiy much experimentally older, with that 
future of which so much is expected, but which as yet 
has given “ no certain sign,” 

Cod Fishery. 

The great productive industry of Norway is the cod 
fishery, which affords employment and subsistence to 
not less than 60,000 persons in capture and cu ring 
independently of those engaged in the carriage and 
transport of the fish. The cod is taken in greater or 
less quantities along the coast from Bergen to North 
tape, winch is about 71° north latitude, and 26° east 
miigruide ; but the great fisliiug districts are Loflbden, 
b remark, and Eomsdal-Sondmore. The fish caught on 
the other parts of the coast are considerable in quan- 
tity , but are chiefly used for local consumption, and 
are not regarded as contributing anything to what is 
known as the great cod fishery of Norway. The fol- 
lowing are the principal regulations affecting this 
fishery : — 

Certain officers of the uavy and special judges of 
districts are appointed by the Government to attend at 
the fishing ground for the maintenance of order, and 

to adjudicate upon differences, collisions, <fc c. Thin, 

although a general provision of law, is only fully car- 
ried out at Loffodeu ; the superintendence at Fimuark 
and Romsdal being almost nominal. 

Every chief or captain of a boat is, at the commence- 
ment of the season, bound to make a declaration before 
the Government officer as to the crew, tonnage, mode 
of fishing, and submission to tbe fishery regulations. 

On Saturday evening, and the evening before evexy 
holiday, all fisliing implements must be taken out of 
the water, and not again placed therein until two 
hours before sunset of the Sunday or holiday. 

No net is allowed to remain set during the day, but 
the other modes of capture by hand and long line are 
permitted both by day and night. 

The fish dried as stockfish must not be taken down 
from the drying sticks before the 12th June, and any 
person receiving them when taken down before that 
time is subject to a penalty. 

No round-cured or stockfish is allowed to be placed 
or hung on the drying poles after the 14th April. 

Early each morning, and at an hour fixed according 
to season, a signal is hoisted for the boats to proceed 
to sea and lift the nets, and any boat putting out for 
that purpose before the signal is given is subject to a 
heavy fine. Again in the evening another signal is 
given of pel-mission to shoot the nets, and the laying 
of nets before that signal is subject to a penalty. 

These are the regulations under which this fishery 
has been carried on since 1857. There is no restriction 
as to mesh or size of net, nor any limitation to the 
employment of fishing engines, except the daylight use 
of nets, and the use of any implement on Sundays and 
holidays. 

Before 1857 certain fishing grounds were allotted to 
certain communities, and the sea was, as it were di- 
vided into districts, in which each community had an 
exclusive light of fishing ; but this arrangement was 
found to be a prolific source of trouble and contention • 
for, coupled with the difficulty of forming well defin»4 
lines, was the natural tendency of the fisherman to run 
into his neighbour’s waters when he found a scarcity 
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of fish in those allotted to himself. In 1857 the waters 
were made free to all natives, and the present arrange- 
ments came into effect. Strangers are not allowed to 
fish on the great cod banks, but they are on other parts 
of the coast, and occasionally Swedes and Dutch come 
upon a bank about 90. miles off Aelsund, which is abput 
150 miles north of Bergen. 

About the middle of December the fishery prepara- 
tions commence -with a general attention to the fishing 
gear. Towards the end of that month experimental 
dips are made with the hand line ; and some time in 
January, early or late, the shoals appear, and the Lof- 
foden, Fiiimark, and Romsdal-Sondmore boats are on 
their respective grounds and at frill work. 

The boats are all open, and chiefly of squaresail rig ; 
but some have a spritsail, foresail, and mizen. They 
vary in length from 15 to 40 feet over all ; the largest 
size are about ten tons. Some of the better class are 
built of oak ; but by far the greater number are made 
of fir or pine, and coated with boiling Stockholm tar, 
giving them the appearance of having been covered 
with a bright varnish. The boats of different localities 
are made on different models ; some are very long and 
narrow ; others are of great beam (more than one-third 
of the length) ; but nearly all are sharp at stem and 
stern, rising high out of the water at both. 

The number of boats engaged in the great cod fishery 
may be taken at 10,000, and five the average number 
of men in each. In some eases the boat and gear be- 
long to one individual, who employs a crew to fish 
either on shares or for wages ; in others the boat and 
gear belong to the crew jointly, who divide the produce 
according to the proportionate interest of each. The 
cost of the boats is from ten to ninety specie dollars. 
A specie dollar is equivalent to about 4s. Gd. 

- The implements used are set nets and lines. The 
nets are about twenty fathoms long and four deep, made 
of strong hempen cord, and generally of seven-inch 
mesh , the head-rope is kept buoyant by hollow glass 
balls covered with small mesh network, and the foot- 
rope is weighted with leaden pellets, or stones wrapped 
up in bark ; and at the end of each net, or train of 
three, is an anchor or grapnel at the bottom, and a 
wooden buoy and boy-rope at top. The net is thus 
kept vertically suspended in the water, and its distance 
from the surface or the bottom is regulated by shorten- 
ing or lengthening the buoy-ropes according as the fish 
are ascertained to run high or low. As before stated, 
the net is set in the evening and fished in the morning, 
when the fish and nets are brought ashore ; the nets 
are then spread out to dry, aud while some of the men 
remain on laud to cure the fish, others continue afloat 
during the day, occupied in the line fishing. 

There are two kinds of lines employed — the hand 
line and the long line, or spiller. The former is usually 
furnished with either a single large hook or a pair of 
hooks, attached by the snood to a piece of iron wire 
about twelve inches long and a quarter of an inch in 
diameter, fastened at the middle to the end of the line, 
from which is also suspended a leaden sinker, either 
boat-shaped or cylindrical. Each man is provided with 
two of these when he uses bait, but only one when 
engaged in “pilking,” a mode of fishing very usual, and 
performed by dropping the unbaited hook into the water, 
and paying out the line until the lead touches the 
bottom, when it is raised a few feet, and the fisherman 
continues to jerk it briskly upwards and let it drop 
again until a fish is hooked. 

The long line is somewhat similar to what is known 
in England by the term buffer or trot, aud in Ireland 
as- a spiller. It is formed of a principal line, nearly 
the thickness of window-sash cord, to which is fastened 
a series of snoods and hooks, from 60 to 200, small 
sized, and placed at such distances from each other as 
to prevent their becoming entangled. These lines are 
moored at their extremities to the bottom by stones 
or grapnels, and are either kept buoyant at a certain 
distance from the bottom by glass balls — in which case 
the snoodings are pendants from the long horizontal 
line — or the line itself lies at the bottom, and the snood- 



ings are kept buoyant by glass balls placed about six 
inches from the hook. The extremities, and therefore 
position of the line, are marked by buoys attached to 
them by buoy-lines, and floating on the surface of the 
water. The length of the snoods varies from two to 
six feet ■ that of the line depends upon the number of 
hooks. The lines are placed across the direction of the 
current, and are drawn up at such .intervals as cirm in- 
stances and experience indicate to be sufficient. TLey 
are hauled up and rebaited frequently during the day, 
and in the evening they are finally dropped into the 
water, and not fished till the following morning ; but 
it is then frequently found that if the fish have been 
long dead, considerable depredations have been com- 
mitted upon them by other fish and by crustaceans. 
This mode of fishing is much more productive than that 
by the hand line ; but it requires considerable outlay, 
and scarcity of bait is frequently an impediment to its 
progress. 

The cod are generally found at a depth of from ten 
to sixty fathoms. As the presence of the barb below 
the chin indicates, the food of this fish is usually sought 
for along the sea bottom, and the number of crabs and 
long-tailed crustaceans of the lobster kind, so frequently 
found in the stomach of the fish, at once points to the 
bait which can be most successfully used. But crabs 
and lobster crustaceans are not always to be had in 
these seas, and the baits generally used are mussels, 
herrings, pilchards, and whiting. The largest number 
of fish are often caught when the sea is becoming 
rough, and a gale is threatening from the deep sea in- 
wards. In Norway “ torsk ” is a generic name for all 
species of cod fishes, as distinguished from pollacks and 
lings, and includes under it the true cod ((//ulus mor- 
rhua), the greed cod, the dorse ( morrhva callarias), the 
coal fisli (gadus carbonarius), and the fish known in 
England as the torsk (brosmus vulgaris). These dif- 
ferent species I have seen sold in the market as “torsk,” 
or cod. 

When the fish are brought ashore, the party who 
remain, on shore for the purpose commence the process 
of curing such of it as they do not dispose of to the 
fish merchants or large traders. The fish is prepared 
either as “klipfish” (roekfisli) or “stockfish.” The for- 
mer mode of cure is that adopted by the traders, and 
consists of cutting off the head, taking out the entrails, 
separating therefrom the roe, liver, and sounds, or air 
bladders, splitting the fish, removing the vertebrae to 
within fifteen or twenty joints of the tail, washing it, 
salting it, and exposing it to dry on the rocks. The 
roe in all cases, and .the tongues and sounds in some, 
are preserved in pickle, and the livers are sold for the 
manufacture of oil. The drying of the fish occupies 
about six weeks. This is the more expensive mode of 
cure, as there is no native salt, natural or manufac- 
tured, and the salt imported is subject to a heavy duty ; 
but the fish cured in this way has the advantage of 
getting into the market sooner, as it is subjected to no 
restriction in reference to its removal from the drying 
ground. — The conversion of the fish into stockfish is 
effected simply by removing the head, liver, roe, sounds, 
and intestines, and hanging the fish to dry on poles, 
where it must remain until the 12th June, and on 
which it is not allowed to be placed after the 14th 
April ; any fish taken after that time, if any be taken, 
must be cured as klipfish. . _ 

When the grains of the roe are increasing in size, 
which is at the latter end of February and the begin- 
ning of March, the cod is in its best condition; but 
when the roe is ready to be shed, which upon this 
coast is about the end of March, the fish falls hack m 
condition ; the spawning then begins, and the fishing 
is very seldom continued in the great fishery beyond 
the early part of April. The boats then seek then- 
homes and return for the stockfish at the expiration 
of the leg 
and sent 
During 
is a large 
entrails, 



me. The fish is then sold to merenauw 
le principal shipping ports for export, 
i preparation of the fish at Loffoden there 

unt of refuse produced, consistingof heads, 
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source of great incouveuience ; a great portion being 
thrown into the sea before landing, and thus causing 
great injury to the fishing banks and harbours ; the 
residue was flung upon the strand where it lay knee 
deej), rendering the -atmosphere fetid for miles around. 
A small portion only was utilized as food for cattle, 
lu 1855 a company was formed, called the Norwegian 
Fish Guano Company, . for the purpose of converting 
this refuse and nuisance into manure. The process 
was at first found very difficult. The substance on 
being dried became an extraordinary hard tough mass, 
which had to be rendered fine by grinding; but a 
machine was at length invented which jierformed the 
work effectually and with rapidity; and since 185!) 
large quantities of fish guano have been produced with 
advantage to the country and the fishery, and with 
profitable returns to the company. An analysis of this 
guano shows the ingredients to be twelve parts of 
water, fifty-three of organic bodies, thirty phosphate 
of lime, and three of alkalies including salt; and the 
results of several trials show that it is equal to Peru- 
vian guano when used in equal quantity. It is em- 
ployed in the same manner as the Peruvian, but must 
not be harrowed deep into the soil, as the two principal 
ingredients of which it is composed, fish matter and 
fish bone, must be transformed by decomposition, for 
which the action of the air is necessary, before they 
cau be taken up by the roots of plants. 

To prepare the stockfish for food it is customary to 
soak it in water for 'several days, but by this soaking 
a great deal of its nutritive property is lost. To 
remedy this inauy experiments have been made, but 
'tlie most successful is that adopted by the Guano 
Company. They began by grinding tlie fish into a 
kind of meal, but this was found to have the peculiar 
rancid taste of the stockfish, and was therefore not 
palatable as food. After various experiments, however, 
it was found that the meal could be effectually freed 
from its unpleasant taste and smell by heating it to a 
little under, the boiling point of water. This heating 
is performed by placing a dish or other vessel contain- 
ing the meal on a stone or fireplace by the side of 
which is also placed a cup or can containing water, and 
allowing tlie meal so to remain until tlie water is about 
to boil. During tlie drying the meal is frequently 
stirred to give admission to the air. By packing the 
prepared dried meal in well corked jars it can be kept 
for a long tune ; but it is always best when fresh dried. 
In this dried state the meal tastes crisp, like bread 
crumbs, and immediately after cooling has a slightly 
perceptible fishy taste, but not the rancid taste of the 
meal in its raw state. An analysis of this dried meal 
exhibits the following ingredients in 100 parts : — 
Water, two parts; protein substances, seventy-six ; 
nitrogen therein, twelve ; organic substances not con- 
taining nitrogen, six ; phosphate of lime, six ; other 
mineralic bodies (especially alkalies), six. From this 
analysis it appears that this meal is extraordinarily rich 
in protein substances or white of egg, the material which 
goes to the formation of muscle or real flesh. A bread is 
made of this meal by soaking one pound of dried fish 
meal for several hours in three quarts of water, then 
adding four pounds of oatmeal, and steadily kneading 
the whole. The dough is then rolled out, cut into 
cakes, pricked through with holes, and dried in a 
roasting or baking oven. The superiority of the meal 
over the stockfish consists in its capability of being 
prepared into food without soaking, which soaking 
extracts a considerable portion of the nutritive proper- 
ties ; that it retains the whole of the phosphate of lime 
as found in the stockfish, which ingredient is lost 
when the fish is prepared in the usual way; that it is 
a more concentrated article of food, and therefore 
better adapted for transport, and that on account of its 
separation into small parts it is more digestible than 



Loffoden, 

Romsdal, 

Finmark, 



No. of Fish. 

21,000,000 
io; 000,000 
11,000,000 



Average price per 12C 
fish exclusive of roes 
and livers. 

6i specie dollars. 

6 specie dollars. 

■ 3 specie dollars. 



The prices varied very much, but these may be taken 
as fail - averages. 

Converted into weight tliis is about 60,000,000 lbs. 
of ldipfish, at lj specie dollar per 40 lb. 

24,000,000 lbs. stockfish, at 1),- specie dollar per 40 
lbs., together with 50,000 bavrels'of refined liver oil, at 
38 specie dollar per barrel, and 25,000 ban-els of roe, 
at 10 specie dollar per ban-el. 

These were the prices paid at Bergeu before I left. 

Tliis gives a gross total value of the cod fisliiu" of 
this year (with the oil) of £1,091,250. 



The gross export of stockfish ir 
1364, was 
as follows : — 



27,648,000 lbs. 



From Bergen, 

„ Tromso, 

„ Hammerfest, 

„ Other ports, . 



17.212.000 

2.720.000 

2.640.000 

2.480.000 
800,000 

1.796.000 



27,648,000 lbs. 
Tlie places of export were ports in the Mediter- 
ranean, Holland, Sweden, Belgium, France, Spain, 
Prussia, China, Chicago, Brazils, and tlie West Indies! 
The total export of klipiisli or rock dried 
fish in 1864, was . 50,832,000 lhs. 

as follows: — 



Clu-istiansand, 
Bergen, 
Aalesund, . 
Tronheim, 
Other ports, 



18.960.000 

13.800.000 

11.560.000 

5.320.000 

1.192.000 



50,832,000 lbs. 
in, Portugal, Hamburg, 



The places of export wei-e Spai 
Brazils, and Great Britain. 

In addition there were upwards of 60,000 ban-els of 
fish silted in bulk especially for and exported to 
Russian markets. . 

The total export of cod-liver oil in 1864 was 
7,578,000 quarts, and the places of export were 
Holland, Hamburg, Altona, and London. 

The cod-liver oil is refined by steam process, and 
the principal places of manufacture and export are 
Aalesund, Clu-istiansund, Tronheim, Bergen, Vardo, 
Romsdal, Bod, Tran, Christiania, and Tromso. 

The total expoi-t of pickled roe was, in 1864, 34,000 
ban-els. Nearly the whole of this was sent to France 
to be used in the great Sai-dine Fisheiy off the coast of 
Brittany, which in one locality alone employs 2,500 
boats and 11,000 men. The roe is tin-own into the 
sea for tlie purpose of attracting the fish to the nets, 
and each boat uses on an average for this pm-pose 
fifteen barrels of roe during the season. The cost of a 
bai-rel of roe of 21 cwt. may be estimated at over £2 
per barrel. The sardines or sprats are either prepared 
with boiling oil, and secured in tin boxes, or packed 
in small barrels with salt between each layer. It is 
stated that there are in France nearly forty establish- 
ments for the preparation of sardines with oil ; that 
there are ten millions of boxes prepared annually, and 
that the principal places of import are Australia and 
California. 

The roe both of cod and mackerel is also highly 
esteemed in France as an agreeable and delicate article 
of food. 

Herring Fishery. 



stockfish. * The herring fishery is next in importance ; and by a 

The produce of the cod fishery this year is a good law dated the 24th September, 1851, it is subject to ‘ 
average one, and may be taken as a fair exponent of the following regulations : — 

the annual average produce for commercial purposes Certain officers of the navy and judges of districts, ap- 
outside the country, — it is as follows : — pointed by the Government, are to attend at the fishing 

H 



Appendix. 

Norway 

Fisheries. 
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Appendix, ground for the maintenance of order, and adjudicate great loss, because this wood frequently gives a peouliar 

upon differences, collisions, &c. and unpleasant flavour to the fish, and the cooperage 

■Norway Q n Saturday evening, and the evening before every not being so good as with the other kinds of wood, the 

Fisheries. lroliclny (weather permitting), the nets must be taken brine runs off, and the fish are deteriorated in appear- 
ont of the water, and not again placed therein until anee and value, and diminished in bulk. The packing 
the morning after the Sunday or holiday. does not appear to be as carefully done as in Scotland 

All .nets (except seines' 5 ) must be taken out of the and Holland, but I have seen as good specimens of 
water in the evening, and not re-shot till the following coopering and packing as any country can produce, 
morning. The seines are allowed to remain in the The average quantity of herrings exported from 
water (luring the night, but not to be fished during Norway is— 800,000 barrels of winter fish, at four to 
that time: they are also allowed to remain in the five dollars per barrel, purchased from the captors fresh 
water on Sundays and holidays, but not to be fished. at two and a half dollars per barrel ; 300,000 barrels 
The penalties' for an infringement of this regulation of summer fish, at six dollars per barrel, purchased 
ave for nets, from two to thirty dollars, and for seines, fresh at three to four dollars. 

fr om fifty to five hundred dollars. A ban-el of winter herrings contains 480 to 500 

For any interference with the net of another person, fish ; a barrel of summer fish contains about GOO. 
so as to sink it, a fine of one to ten dollars, provided The winter herring is a large dry, coarse fish, from 
■warnin'- be given. thirteen to fourteen inches in length. The summer 

If a°seine is placed across a fiord, and there be a herring is divided into four classes or sizes; it is a 
distance of 150 fathoms from the middle of the seine to plump rich fish, from four to ten inches long, hut in 
a point at which there is a depth of six feet at low my opinion, and I had daily opportunity of judging, 
water, anyone can shoot liis net inside the seine. much inferior to the herrings on the east coast of 

Every person can draw his net inside a fiord before Ireland, 
informed that the entrance is closed by a seine, but The boats used in this fishery are nearly all open 
not after. boats, of different rigs, and varying in size from twenty 

If two sei nes enclose a fiord they must not remain to forty feet over all. Those of the first class have 

so set over twenty-four hours. spritsail, foresail, and mizen ; second class, spritsail 

Anchors are not to be placed closer to seines than and foresail ; and third class, squaresail. The cost is 

eight fathoms, and no nets shall be allowed to stand in from ten to ninety dollars, and five is the average 

the way of shooting a seine. number of men in each. There are about 8,000 

A vessel whose rudder catches and displaces a net is boats ; the daily take of each is from fifteen to thirty 

subject to. a penalty of five dollars. barrels ; the large sized boat is capable of holding from 

f>avli'"ht fishing for herrings has always been con- sixty to seventy barrels of fish, and the common boat 

sidered in Ireland as calculated to drive away the about thirty. 

shoals ; yet in Norway daylight fishing is the rule ; A few years ago a fishing company was formed at 
b\it I have reason to know' that it is not strictly en- Bergen, and introduced a class of Large Swedish boats, 
forced in the summer fishery. of about sixty tons to lie at anchor, cure the fish on 

There are two great herring fishings carried on from board, and catch the fish by smaller boats, two of which 
Bergen, round south and east to Christiania The were assigned to each of tho larger ; but the experiment 
winter fishing commences in January and continues to failed and the company dissolved. The failure is 
the end of March ; the summer begins in May and con- attributed by some to the large outlay of capital as 
tinues to December. The produce of the summer compared with what must be a precarious return, and 
fishin" is much less than that of the winter ; hut the by others to the impossibility of getting the natives to 
summer fish, though not so large, are fatter and better work the large boats properly, as, when a good fresh 
flavoured, and bring a higher price. Almost all the breeze came on, the men, with their usual instincts, 
winter herrings are sent to the Baltic ports, and are would run for the nearest harbour instead of remaining 
cured as “ gibbed” fish — that is, the entrails are all re- at sea, and thus days would be lost and heavy expense 
tained, as they are considered to impart a richer flavour incurred in maintaining a large crew without any 
to the fish, but the gills are removed for the purpose return. 

of causing the fish to bleed freely, and thus present a The boats are generally owned by the crews jointly 
white appearance along the back bone when the fish — three, four, or five unite in the purchase of a boat, 
is eaten in a raw state, as is the case in the towns and each procures his own nets. The nets are of hemp, 
around the Baltic. The fish so cured is branded by from twenty to fifty fathoms long and three fathoms 
officers appointed by the magistrates previous to export deep, and the number in each boat depends on the size 
for the Russian markets ; but the value of the brand qf the boat and the number of the crew. The mesh is 
consists in simply securing the admission of the fish from oue to two inches. The nets are made by the 
into these markets. They are again examined on their family of the fishermen ; but an attempt has been lately 
arrival there, and are passed or rejected by the local made to introduce machine cotton nets, which are 
officers according to the condition in which they are cheaper than hemp, but not so durable, and are con- 
found. The summer fish, which are not intended for sidered very good talcing nets. The head rope is pro- 
these markets, but for the continent generally, are vided with corks or glass balls to give the necessary 
salted as they are taken, without the removal of gills buoyancy ; the foot rope weighted with lead or stones, 
or entrails. The fish are sold to the traders from day The net is used either as a drift net or a set net; in 
to day on being brought ashore, and are cured by the former case it moves along with the boat to which 
them ; and all the salt used in curing is procured from it is attached ; in the latter it is anchored at both ends. 
Spain, Portugal, Holland, France, and England. The Two buoys are connected with each net by ropes length- 
summer fish are exported to Prussia, France, Spain, eued or shortened according to the depth, at which it 
Portugal-, Madeira, and Chicago ; latterly they are is ascertained that the net should be hung. The height 
finding their way into the English market, for which to which the fish rise, and therefore the height of the 
they are cured with as little salt .as possible, in order head rope depends upon the condition of the atmos- 
that they may be converted into bloaters. phere ; in m il d or warm and hazy weather they rise 

The barrels used for packing the herrings are chiefly near the surface ; in cold weather they swim towards 
made of pine or fir ; but the better kind, and those in- the bottom, so that the degree of heat or cold is usually 
tended for distant ports, are beech and birch, and some, a safe guide for determ in i n g the length of the buoy rope 
but not many, oak. The majority of the traders use by which the net is raised or depressed. As a general 
the cheapest barrels that can be got, which, of course, rule, the fish are taken near the surface in summer ana. 
are the fir or pine, but this is often attended with near the bottom in winter. When the surface of the 

* The seine is a net of great length and small mesh, used to encircle a shoal of fish or stop up the entrance of a fiord when 
the fish are inside (see page 6d). 
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-water is muddy or agitated, a water telescope is fre- 
quently used, to enable the fishermen to see the shoals 
more easily. This is an instrument made of painted 
or japanned tin, about four feet in length, and shaped 
like a speaking trumpet ; the larger end, which is about 
four inches diameter, and fitted with a disk of ground 
glass, is plunged into the water, and the eye of the 
fisherman being placed at the smaller end he is enabled 
to see to- a considerable depth. 

The depth at which the fish are taken varies from 
near the surface to twenty fathoms. The direction in 
which they run is influenced by the direction of the 
wind; when it blows from the west they are always 
found in greater abundance and close to the shore. 
The summer herring spawns in September and October ; 
the winter in February and March. The spawning is 
believed to take place in the bays and estuaries, upon 
hard rocky ground, and the fish then fall back into 
deep water in the vicinity of the spawning ground. 

In the summer fishing, which is chiefly carried on in 
the fiords, a large seme or sweep net is used, of about 
half inch mesh and strong twine, from 200 to 300 fa- 
thoms long, and 17 to 20 fathoms deep. Tins is shot 
so as to encircle or enclose a shoal of fish in the first 
instance, and the smaller nets are then employed within 
the enclosed space to catch the imprisoned fish. Large 
quantities of fish are taken by this means ; but the cost 
of such a seine is very considerable, and this mode of 
fishing is only earned on by the comparatively few. 

The visits of the herring to the Norway coast, or, 
perha ps more properly, them entrance into the shallower 
waters, are more sternly and regular than upon our 
shores ; but still there are places not now resorted to 
by that fish which formerly yielded very abundant 
supplies. The principal fishing grounds now are oft' 
Tronheim, Clu-istiansund, Bergen, Stadtlaud, Stavan- 
ger, and Christiana; but the herring never appea 



inch mesh, twenty to thirty fathoms long and three Affskdix. 

fathoms deep, floated with cork or glass, and not — - 

weighted on the foot rope. It is shot in the evening ?°T wa > r 

fished after a few hours, and shot again towards mom- F ‘ ahene8, 

mg, a time at which fish generally are taken in greatest 

abundance. The seine, is about 150 fathoms long 

seven deep at the ends, increasing to nine or ten in the 

hunt, made of strong cord, and of very small mesh to 

prevent the fish being entangled, floated with corks or 

glass balls, and the foot-rope weighted with leads 

Tins is shot in a circle round the fish by means of two 

boats, one shooting the net, and the other keeping the 

end m position, and before the two ends are brought 

together so as to form a circle, stones and plungers 

(sticks weighted with lead) are thrown into the open 

space to prevent the advance of the fish, and drive 

them into the bosom of the net. 

Tlie fish is packed in ice, and sent chiefly to England 
whence there are generally from fifteen to twenty boats 
oi sixty to eighty tons on the fishing ground, waiting 
lor cargoes. Forsand, Mandal, and Christiansand are 
the principal places for the export of mackerel. Con- 
siderable quantities are also salted or pickled, and sent 
to Christiania and the interior. 

Lobsters. 

The lobster fishery is one of great commercial import- 
ance, and is chiefly prosecuted in the vicinity of Bero-en, 

Mosterhavin, Stavanger, Egersund, Fiekkefiord, °the 
Naze, Mandal, Christiansand, and Christiana. The only 
regulation aftecting it is one of season, and the close time 
fixed by law is from the 15th July to the end of Sei>- 
temher. Tins season is most effectually observed 
arising from the fact that there is a penalty of one 
mark, or about lOri, for every single lobster offered 
lor sale or had iu possession during the time, that even- 
person is at liberty to prosecute, and that the fine, or a 



r at Fiekkefiord or Loffoden, where twenty years moiety of it, goes to the prosecutor, 
ago large quantities of good size and quality used to be The lobsters taken are almost all sent to England in 
obtained, chiefly in summer. well-boats. In each of the fishing localities there are 

• 1<; ^ a ' r ®' nai ' kable fact tbilt herrings of a particular one or two persons who intervene between the captor 
size resort the same places at the same period every and the English trader. They purchase all that are 
year— the large in winter, the small in May, from taken, and dispose of them to the English merchants 
which tune they increase in size till towards the end whose boats come upon the coast periodically during 
of the year ; but the herrings taken from May to De- the fishing season. The claws of the animal are pegged 
cember never grow to the size of those taken from to prevent their preying upon each other during transit ; 
January to March, while they are superior in fatness hit the pain and irritation caused by such a process— 
ami flavour. , . for th e animal has unquestionably a nervous system— 

As may lie inferred from the size of the mesh of the must produce a very deteriorating effect upon the soft 
seme, sprats and very small herrings are taken by that or edible parts. The price paid to the fisherman varies 
mode of fashing. These are preserved as anchovies by from about 2 d. to (Sri for each lobster ; and an estimate 
bemg steeped m strong pickle, and then packed in may be formed of the quantity taken, from the fact 
They ftiTvmwn^v^lA 11 ? ' TC ? coo l ,ei ' e<i tl,at mm tradw in the vicinity of Bergen exports up- 



l 4- t av S® quantities m all the towns in Norway ; The mode of capture is similar to our own, and the 
tut l am not aware that they are exported to any large bait used is chiefly stale ray, herring, or Pilchard. The 
6 xr i . baskets or pots are either of the beehive or mousetrap 

JYLeclusa are extremely abundant in these waters, and shape, made of rudely woven twigs or osiers, weighted 
as one species, the onixeus mariuus, is said to be very with stones, and lowered by buoy lines on to the rocky 
greedily eaten by the herring, it occurred to me that ground ; or, where the bottom is not very rough, the 
tiie superabundant presence of the medusa had some drum-net trap is employed, consisting of hoop frames 
connexion with the steadiness with which the herring covered with network, and the entrances pursed as 
remained on the coast of Norway. in the English pot. A barrel is frequently used ; 

the heads having been removed, a network of brass or 
Mackerel. iron wire, in the shape of a truncated cone, is placed 

>«• , , , . in their stead for the entry of the animal. Another 

mackerel are taken with hook and line from January form, and one which appeal's to me to be the best 
or February, but the shoals usually come upon the and steadiest, consists of a flat bottom of rough wooden 
coast from Bergen round to Christiansund in the month laths, to which a flat ballasting stone is permanently 
. m& y ’ w hen the fish is full of spawn, and the fishing attached, and from which rise semicircular hoops which 
JB prosecuted with vigour during that month and in are covered either with hemp netting, laths or inter 
J une and July. The fish is very superior in size and laced twigs. This, from its shape, is not liable to be 
navour, but it is n-regular in its visits, and appeal's to disturbed, and entrances may be formed both at the 
come in from the deep sea on the west. It is taken sides and extremities. Large sized crabs are also taken 
close in upon the coast, and for six or seven miles out- in the lobster pots in some places, but for their capture 
Wd, in depths of water varying from one to nine fresh bait is always employed. 1 

lathoms, according to the temperature and direction of The Norway lobster grows to a large size and ishighlv 
, , esteemed for its flavour. The belief as to- its natural 

mere are two kinds of nets used— the set or trammel history is, that the tegumentaiy skeleton is thrown off 
net, and the seme. The trammel net is about three- at certain periods, when it becomes too small to contain 
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the constantly increasing body, and that the animal 
changes its external covering during its entire growth. 
When it quits its solid envelope, the whole suiface of 
the body is already covered with a new and soft sheath, 
which, under the chemical action of the salt water, 
acquires the necessary solidity at the end of some days. 
During the period of moulting, it seeks the innermost 
recesses of the rocks as a refuge from its enemies in its 
defenceless condition, and remains there until the cal- 
careous coating is perfectly hard. It is easy to know 
the new from the old coating : the former is smooth, 
clean, and fresh in colour; the latter is commonly 
overrun with parasites, such as serjndtc and btdani, or 
sea glands. 

Oysters. 

The oyster fishery is of no commercial importance. 
Some oysters are found attached to the rocks around 
the coast, and they are even dredged in some few 
places where the bottom is suitable for the purpose, 
and the depth of water not too great ; but the quantity- 
taken is quite insufficient for the local demand. Gene- 
rally speaking, I would say that the water is too deep, 
and the bottom too rugged and broken, for the abund- 
ant pi - opagation and growth of the oyster. This 
mollusc is highly esteemed and eagerly sought after by 
the Norwegians ; and I am happy to say that the blue 
book published by the Commissioners, and some con- 
versations which I have had with persons interested in 
the prosperity of the country, have awakened some 
attention to the subject, and I hope soon to hear that 
an effort at cultivation Inis been made in the neighbour- 
hood of Bergen, where — if anywhere on that coast — 
an effort of the kind may be attended with success. 
The place is a large lagoon connected with the inner 
harbour of Bergen ; there is the requisite supply of 
fresh water, and the bottom, at present covered with 
mussels, seems in other respects to present the neces- 
sary conditions. This is one of tlio very few places in 
the country where thei-e is anything approaching a 
shore — flat, with comparatively shallow water. The 
close season for oysters is from the 1st May to the 31st 
August, but it is merely one in name. During the 
whole mouth of August I saw some oysters brought 
into market without hindrance ; it is true they were 
not many, but they were as much as could be got. 
The oysters taken in the vicinity of Bergen are large 
and coarse ; but I understand that some of smaller size 
and delicate flavour are found in the vicinity of Sta- 
vanger and Christiania. 

Ice. 

From the high latitude of Norway, and the super- 
abundance of ice in its numerous lakes, it would be 
naturally expected that ice should he largely exported 
to southern countries, and this used to be the case 
until late years. Now there is scarcely any export of 
tins article ; only an occasional cargo is sent in a return 
ship from Arendal to Spain or Portugal. This, I be- 
lieve, arises from the circumstance that ice has been 
lately procured with greater facility at Wenliam Lake 
and other places — the Norse lakes being very inac- 
cessible and the roads almost impassable in winter. 

j Bait. 

There is scarcely any perceptible rise or fall of tide 
in the Northern Sea, aud there is an almost total 
absence of shore or flat ground, whether of sand or mud, 
laid bare periodically ; and hence it will be at once 
inferred that there are no lug worms, sand eels, anne- 
lids, razor fish, or gasteropodous molluscs, which are 
such attractive baits in other waters, but for whose 
existence such a shore is absolutely necessary. The 
bait is therefore confined to the floating tish, crus- 
taceans, and some small bivalves. 

Disease. 

Fish is veiy largely consumed by the Norwegians of 
every class ; it forms a great por ion of every meal, 
and is oaten in every variety of jjlressing and cure. 



The necessities of the poor, he ever, sometimes oblige 
them to eat it in a partially decomposed or badly cured 
state ; and this has been the origin, or, at least, the 
proximate aggravation of a frightful and, in almost all 
eases, a fatal disease, which is peculiar to Norway, and 
known there by the name of “ spedaskit.” There are 
two large hospitals in Bergen altogether devoted 
to the treatment of patients suffering under this 
malady ; aud through the kindness of the resident 
physician I liatl an opportunity of seeing the disease in 
its various stages. It seemed to me to be a mixture 
of leprosy and elephantiasis. It commences by the ex- 
hibition of leaden-coloured callous tubercles upon 
various parts of the body ; the nerves are then attacked 
and destroyed ; as a necessary consequence of this tin- 
muscular fibre, which in health is firm and elastic, be- 
comes soft, then paralyzed, and ultimately disappears, 
together with the fibrous ligaments and extremital 
bones ; all sense of feeling, smell, and taste is lost ; the 
limbs shrink up and literally wither away; the unhappy 
being becomes completely comatose, and life passes 
away without any indication on the part of the suf- 
ferer. It is a disease slow in its progress, but fatal in 
its termination ; it is hereditary like pulmonary con- 
sumption. There is a law agaiust the marriage of 
persons affected with it ; but as it is frequently not ex- 
hibited until mature life, this prohibition becomes 
comparatively inefficacious in preventing the trans- 
mission of the malady. 

Kinds of Fish. 

The Bergen market may be taken as furnishing a 
good sample of the Norway fish. The following are 
those which came under my observation in my daily 
visits : — 

True cod (Garins mon-hurt ) ; caught by line aud 
net ; bait — herring, pilchard, sprat, and mackerel, hut 
very commonly taken with a clean unbaited hook. 

Dorse, one of the Gadidie (Gadns caMrmas) ; taken 
in the same way and on the same ground. 

Torsk (Brosmus vulgaris) ; taken by line and net ; 
bait — herring, pilchard, conger, and plaice ; best in 
winter : found on same ground with cod ; used both 
fresh and dried. 

Coal fish (Giu/us carboturriits). This is included 
among the Gadidie, but not properly so. It is very 
voracious, and will take anything put on a hook. 

Ling; taken by line and net ; bait — hen-ing, pil- 
chard, conger, and plaice ; best in winter ; found with 
cod ; dry cured and pressed for consumption. 

Hake ; taken by line and net ; best in winter aud 
summer ; taken with nets in the early months, because 
when about to spawn, unlike other fish, they lose 
appetite, but after spawning they take any bait. 

Haddock ; taken by line and net ; best in winter and 
summer ; bait — sprats and pilchards. 

The pollacks ; taken by line ; best in summer ; bait 
— fresh water eels, eel skin, or other object kept 
moving. 

Bockling ( Mnstclla vidgaris) ; taken by line ; bait 
— small crustaceans. 

Bergylt (Sebastes Norveyicus) ; caught by hue, and 
generally on the same ground with cod ; bait — herring, 
pilchard, soft crab, sprats, and any small fish. 

Gurnards, in two or three varieties ; taken by line ; 
bait — green crab and sprat. 

Gray mullet ; taken by.net and line ; bait — anything 
fatty. 

Wrass ; taken by line ; bait — soft crab. 

Gobies, in two or three varieties ; taken by line ; 
bait — green crab. 

Mackerel ; taken by net and line ; bait of itself very 
good. 

Herring, pilchard, sprat ; taken by nets ; the herring 
also takes a bait greedily at certain periods. 

Bass ( Perea labrax) ; taken by line ; bait — sin-imps 
and small crustaceans ; best in sunimex-. 

Bream ; taken by line ; best in summer ; very 
abundant ; bait — crustaceans and fronds of the sea- 
weed known as cUllisk. 
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Skates and rays, four or five varieties; bait — 
mackerel, herring, or pilchard ; eaten either fresh or 
dry cured ; when stale it is veiy good bait for lobster. 

Holibut ;'very large sized ; best in spring ; taken by 
line on the same ground as cod and ling, and with the 
same bait. 

Turbot ; taken byline ; bait — herring or mackerel ; 
a coarse fish eaten only by the poor, and very inferior 
to the turbot found in British and Irish waters. 

Plaice; taken by line ; bait — mussel and limpet ; 
three varieties ; very good fish ; when not eaten fresh 
it is enviscerated, scored by deep incisions on the 
back and belly at right angles with the vertebrae, and 
dried in the sun. 

Dab ; taken by line and net ; bait — small crustaceans 
and bivalves. 

Sole, two or three varieties ; taken by net and line ; 
line fishing by night very successful — do not take bait 
in daytime ; bait — turritella and hermit crabs. 

Flounder ; taken by line, with crab as bait. 

Pole ( Pleuronectes cygnoglossus ) ; taken by line and 
net ; bait — crustaceans and bivalves. 

Conger and various kinds of freshwater eels, brown, 
silver, and steel coloured ; and also garfish, chub and 
lake bream. 



Preservatives. 

In Norway as elsewhere there is great diversity of 
opinion in reference to the employment of bark, tar, 
or catechu, as a preservative of nets and lines. Some 
fishermen hold that the hemp, flax, or cotton, lasts as 
long, and is equally or more efficacious in capture 
without being subjected to any process of saturation or 
coating by the substances which others maintain to be , 
useful or necessary. Accordingly in many cases no 
preservative material is used ; while in several localities 
the opposite principle is acted on, and the nets and 
lines are steeped in boiling tar, or in a tannic solution, 
or in a mixture of tan and catechu. By some the nets 
are soaked in water before immersion in the preserva- 
tive fluid; others plunge them in the fluid in a diy 
state ; many dip them in water immediately on their 
being taken out of the solution, while again some 
spread them out to dry, in order that, as they suppose, 
the preserving material may be incorporated with the 
thread or twine. In fact each locality or community 
has its traditional mode of treatment or non-treatment, 
to which it firmly adheres, and which it believes to be 
the best, because it has been adopted by their prede- 
cessors. Where a mixture of tan and catechu is used, 



for a net of twenty-five lbs. weight, four lbs. of pul- Append ix. 

verized catechu is boiled in about sixteen to twenty u on ^7T" 

gallons of water until entirely dissolved, and to this is Fisheries. 

added about four lbs. of young oak bark pounded 

small ; the net is then put into the boiler and left to 

steep for forty-eight hours, or it is .put into a barrel 

and tbe hot liquid poured upon it. It is stated that 

catechu contains seventy' parts of tannic acid in every 

112 lbs. of the material, while oak bark contains but 

twenty-five parts in the same weight of material. 

The thread and twine of the nets and lines are 
almost altogether manufactured in the country, and 
the lines are mounted and the nets made by tbe fisher- 
men and their families in the long nights of winter ; 
but a very large quantity of the books are supplied by 
Dutch, English, and Scotch houses. The hooks are all 
tinned ; and the patterns most used are those known 
as the Harwich, the Limerick, and the Kirby bends, 
and those of a bend peculiar to Norway, and called 
the Norsk hook. 

There are no trawls or drag nets used in Norway; 
and as all pursue the same modes of fishing, there are 
no antagonistic interests, and no conflicts among the 
fishermen, exeept such as are necessarily incidental to 
the collection of great numbers of persons in the same 
waters, each one anxious for his own success. 

The fisheries are vigorous and progressive; the fisher- 
men as a class are intelligent, orderly, and comfortable, 
but rather improvident ; and so far as tbe making of 
the nets and the inshore line fishing by daylight, they 
are, in many localities, joined in their labours by their 
wives, daughters, and sisters, who evince a peculiar 
aptitude for the management of tbe light craft employed 
in tbe fishing upon this coast. 

The International Exhibition of objects connected 
with fisheries was opened with great ceremony at 
Bergen, on tbe 7 th August, in a spacious building 
lately erected for a Museum of Natural History and 
Antiquities ; but as the articles exhibited were contri- 
butions from various nations, and therefore illustrative 
of other fisheries besides those of Norway, I reserve 
a detailed description for a separate paper. In the 
meantime it may be satisfactory to the Commissioners 
to know that I had the honour of being appointed one 
of tbe Judges, and in that capacity it became my duty 
to make a veiy minute and comparative examination 
of the numerous objects exhibited. 

John P. Bbophy. 

28th October, 1865. 
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